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PREFACE. 




IWENTY years have now elapfed fince 
Mr. Thomas, the late Secretary of the 
Public Record Office, publifhed his " Hand- 
book to the Public Records" — a work 
beft of its clafs, and one which will always 
continue to be the chief baHs for labours of a limilar 
charailer. In prelenting the following pages to the 
public, I am therefore not attempting to rival or to 
depofe from its well-delerved polition the valuable book 
of Mr. Thomas. But as the laft twenty years have 
witneHed various important additions to our national 
archives, and no flight changes in the mode of their 
arrangement, it is hoped that the information now 
collefted will not be without its value. My plan has 
been to draw up a lift of the moft important documents 
among the Public Records, arranged in Aich a manner as 
to be eafy of reference, and to readily catch the eye. 
It is for the latter reafon that the more laboriousj but 
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perhaps more defirable, plan of a purely alphabetical 
arrangement has been adopted. 

All the numerous additions which have from time to 
time been made to the colleftion of the Public Records 
have been carefully noted, and, in the cafe of accruing 
records, the lafl: dates have been given. 

For no little information on this fubjedt I am much 
indebted to the generous alliftance of my colleagues ; 
but I think it right to ftate that I have not undertaken 
this handbook ofEcially, but am alone refponlible for its 
produi^ion. 

I have to exprels my thanks to the " Times " for 
permiHion to reprint and publish the two chapters on 
the " Cuftody of the Public Records" and " The Public 
Records," which appeared in the columns of that journal 
at the clofe of laft year. 

Ltndtn, 1S73. 





THE CUSTODY OF THE PUBLIC 
RECORDS. 




ITHIN the laft few years, the ftudy of our 
Public Records, thanks to the facilities 
afforded for their examination by the 
prefent Matter of the Rolls, has become 
an objeift of general and increaling intereft to many who 
until lately were ignorant that we poflefled fuch mag- 
nificent memorials of the paft. Formerly, an acquaint- 
ance with our colleiflion of national archives was limited 
to a few hiftorians who condefcended to confult original 
documents inftead of printed authorities, to a few anti- 
quaries of the Dryafduft fchool, and to certain folici- 
tors who combined the knowledge of the law with that 
of record agency. To the world at large our public 
records were a fealed book, and a book which, for 
aught it cared, might continue to remain fealed. This 
ignorance and indifference were undoubtedly due in a 
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great meafure to the extreme difficulties of accefs which 
then furrounded the infpeftion of the national archives. 
The records were imperfedlly arranged ; they poflefled 
but the moft meagre of indexes ; they were difperfed in 
various eftablifliments ; and to difcover the objedl of one's 
queft, ended more often than not in difappolntment. 
Refped for the paft and the new phafe upon which 
modern hiftory has entered, have now happily changed 
negledt into care, and difperfion into confolidation. 

In former times the records of our courts were pre- 
ferved in the palace of the king, but as foon as the law 
courts became ftationary, and were held within the 
precindls of the royal palace, inftead of following the 
king from place to place, their documents remained in 
the pofleffion of their refpeftive courts, and treafurers 
were appointed to receive them. The Treafurer of the 
Exchequer was anciently the ultimate repofitory for the 
records of the Courts of King's Bench and Common 
Pleas, but owing to the rapid increafe of thefe records, 
and their bulk rendering them too inconvenient for one 
place of depofit, further accommodation had to be ob- 
tained. Accordingly, they were removed to the palace 
of Weftminfter, to the old Chapter-houfe, and to the 
cloifter of the Abbey of Weftminfter, ** vaulted with 
ftone, and fo out of danger of fire, but wanting repara- 
tion both in glafs and lead." 

Eventually thefe places of depofit merged into the 
Chapter-houfe, Poet's Corner, Weftminfter, and thus 
laid the foundation of the well-known Chapter-houfe 
repofitory. At the end of the reign of Richard I. the 
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Court of Chancery becoming feparated from that of the 
Exchequer,' the Wardrobe in the Tower of London 
was ufed as the chief place of depofit for all chancery 
records, and thus was laid the. foundation of the Record 
Office in the Tower. From the reign of Edward II. to 
Edward IV. it was the pradice of the Matters of the 
Rolls to keep the chancery records in their dwelling- 
houfe, and to depofit in the Tower only the rolls and 
bundles that had accumulated. After the reign of 
Edward IV. however, the chancery records were 
lodged in what is now known as the chapel of the 
Rolls, but which was then the Domus Converforum 
Judaorum^ or Houfe for Converted Jews and Infidels, 
which had been annexed to the office of the Mafter of 
the Rolls in the reign of Edward III.* An office was 
fubfequently attached to this chapel, and thus arofe the 
Record-office, known as the Rolls' Chapel-office. 

Thefe three places of depofit — the Chapter-houfe, the 
Tower of London, and the Rolls — conftituted for many 
years the chief, but not the only repofitories for our 
public records ; for, as in procefs of time the bufinefs of 

* " One would be apt to think the Chancery was feparated from the 
Exchequer at the latter end of King Richard the Firft's reign, or at the 
beginning of King John's, becaufe about that time they began, as it 
feems, to make dillin6l Rolls of the Chancery in a feries of years; to 
wit, Charter Rolls, Patent Rolls, Fine Rolls, and Clofe Rolls ; and to 
eftreat or certify the fame into the Exchequer. I cannot find that in 
the preceding times that method was ufed." — Madox, Hift, of Ex- 
chequer, p. 132. 

2 See Patent Rolls, 51 Edw. III. m. 20, and 6 Ric. II. part ill. 
m. 12. 
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the law courts increafed, fittings after term were 
authorized, and offices for the preparation of the bufi- 
nefs were eftablifhed in and about the Inns of Court, 
in which records were fpeedily accumulated; thefe, as 
they became burdenfome, were removed and warehoufed 
in other places, and foon fell into diforder. In fad, had 
it not been for the intereft manifefted by the early 
fovereigns of England, in the prefervation of the 
records, our archives would have been in all probability 
entirely neglefted. This intereft was evinced by dif- 
ferent royal orders, all of which had for their objedl the 
welfare of the public records, and their confolidation 
as much as poffible into one complete colleftion. 

It is aflerted that Edward I. was the firft who efta- 
blifhed a repofitory for our records, but this probably 
has reference to the Wardrobe at the Tower of London ; 
for we find from the rolls that Adam de Ofgodeby was 
appointed keeper of the Rolls of the King's Chancery at 
the Wardrobe in the Tower of London, October i, 
1295, ^^ ^^ fame manner as other keepers had been 
appointed.^ Again, in 1305, the Treafurer and Cham- 
berlains of the Exchequer were commanded to deliver 
out of the Treafury, to the Controller of the Wardrobe, 
all the privileges granted to the king and his anceftors, 
that the fame might be conveyed to the Tower, and be 
kept under Ofgodeby's control. In the following reign 
the condition of the records appears to have been unfatif- 
faftory, for we read of Edward II. in 1320 direding 



* Clofe Rolls, 33 Edw. I. m. 3. 
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a writ of privy feal to the Treafurer and Barons of the 
Exchequer, to employ proper perfons to fuperintend, 
methodize, and digeft: all the rolls and other writings 
then remaining in the Treafuries of the Exchequer and 
in the Tower of London, declaring that they had not 
been difpofed in fuch manner as they ought to have 
been for the public fervice/ And two years later, the 
fame king commanded the above officials to make a 
calendar to the bulls, charters, and other writings 
preferved in the Treafury, Wardrobe, and elfewhere. 
During the reigns of Edward III. Richard II. and 
Henry VI. various commands were given at diiFerent 
times to bring certain muniments belonging to the 
Courts of Chancery and Common Pleas, and the office 
of the Privy Seal, then depofited in the houfes of private 
perfons, to be incorporated with the colledion in the 
Tower. Thefe removals, however, feem to have been 
very careleffly fuperintended, for in the reign of Edward 
VI. many records were difcovered in an old houfe in the 
Tower, their exiftence being totally unknown until 
fearch was made for a convenient place to depofit gun- 
powder. So long had they remained againft: the walls, 
that many of them were eaten and deftroyed by the 
lime. 

In 1567, Queen Elizabeth being informed of the 
confufed and perilous ftate of the records of parliament 
and chancery, gave orders for rooms to be prepared 
in the Tower to receive them, her majefty declaring 



* Record Report, 1732. 
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" that it was not meet that the records of her Chancery, 
which were accounted as a principal member of the 
treafure belonging to herfelf, and to her crown and 
realm, (hould remain in private houfes and places for 
doubt of fuch danger or fpoil as theretofore had hap- 
pened to the like records in the time of Richard II. and 
Henry VI." ^ This order was, however, never executed, 
and the records remained in the Rolls Chapel. On the 
defeat of the Scots in their own country by Oliver 
Cromwell, the records and rolls of Scotland were feized 
and fent to the Tower, where they remained till the 
Reftoration, when they were fent back again to Scotland 
by fea, but the fhip was unfortunately wrecked and 
the records loft.^ In the reign of Charles II. William 
Prynne, converted by Cromwell's regime into a good 
royalift, and made keeper of the records in the Tower, 
alludes to the intereft: manifefted by the fovereigns for 
the care of the records, in his preface to the fourth 
volume of parliamentary writs, by prefuming that it 
will be his majefty's efpecial care, as it was his royal 
predeceflbrs*, '* to preferve thefe ancient records, not 
only from fire and fword, but water, moths, canker, 
duft, cobwebs, for your own and your kingdom s 
honour and fervice, they being fuch facred rellques, fuch 
peerlefs jewels, that your noble anceftors have eftimated 
no places fo fit to preferve them in as confecrated 
chapels or royal treafuries and wardrobes, where they 



* Thomas. AyloiFe's Calendars, p. xxviii. 
2 Stow, vol. i. p. 1 1 6. Thomas. 
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lay up their facred crowns, jewels, robes, and that upon 
very good grounds, they being the principal evidences 
by which they held, fupported, defended their crowns, 
kingdoms, revenues, prerogatives, and their fubjefts 
their refpedive lands, lives, liberties, properties, fran- 
chifes, rights, laws." 

In 1689 an addrefs of the Houfe of Lords was pre- 
fented to William III. for one William Petyt to be 
employed to methodize the records in the Tower, with 
proper affiftance, *^the records being in great diforder 
and confufion." In reply, his majefty faid he would 
confider the matter; and in 1703 a committee of the 
Houfe of Lords was appointed " to confider of the 
method of keeping records in offices, and how they were 
kept, and to confider of ways to remedy what fliould be 
found amifs ; to fend for fuch officers as they fliould think 
fit, and to report their opinion, with power to appoint 
a fub- committee to confider thereof, and to infpedl 
fuch offices and records as they fliould think fit, and to 
report to the grand committee." This committee was 
revifed at various times, and other committees continued 
occafionally to be appointed, but it was not till the 
year 1800 that a complete and fatisfadlory inveftiga- 
tion of our public records was entered into. In the 
early part of that year the ftate of the national archives 
was brought under the confideration of the Houfe of 
Commons, and refulted in the appointment of a feled 
committee to inquire into the fl:ate of the public records 
of the kingdom, and of fuch other public inftruments 
and papers as the committee ftiould think proper, and 
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to report to the houfe their nature and condition, to- 
gether with what plan they deemed moft expedient for 
their better arrangement, prefervation, and more conve- 
nient ufe. 

The refult of this inquiry was, that in the fame feffion 
the committee prefented to the houfe the fruit of their 
labours in England and Scotland, and fubmitted certain 
meafures contained in a large volume commonly known 
as the Record Report of 1800. 

It is impoffible to fpeak in too high terms of this 
Report, which is the moft important volume on the re- 
cords of this country that has ever appeared, and the 
foundation-ftone for all fimilar labours. It is divided 
into two reports, the firft containing the returns from the 
different repofitories relating to the nature and condition 
of the records, and the fecond an analyfis of the returns 
divided into two tables, the firft table being, a fyftematic 
claflification of the records according to fome of the 
great fubjeds to which they relate, and the fecond table 
an alphabetical index of reference to the returns. 

The Houfe of Commons, after confidering the ob- 
fervations in the Report, prefented an addrefs to His 
Majefty, George III. dated July 11, 1800, "to give 
diredlions for the better prefervation, arrangement, and 
more convenient ufe of the Public Records of the king- 
dom, and that they, the Commons, would cheerfully 
provide whatever extraordinary expenfes might be in- 
curred." Accordingly, a Commiflion, compofed of 
various diftinguifhed privy councillors and officers of 
State, was ifTued under the royal fign manual, author- 
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izing the commiffioners, or any three of them, " to 
make a diligent and particular inquiry into the feveral 
matters which our faithful commons have in the above- 
mentioned report of their proceedings reprefented as 
fitting to be provided for by our royal authority." 
Power was given to the commiflioners to appoint a 
fecretary and fub-commiflioners "to methodize, regu- 
late, and digeft the records, rolls, inftruments, books, 
and papers in any of our public offices and repofitories, 
and to caufe fuch of the faid records, rolls, inftruments, 
books, and papers as are decayed and in danger of being 
deftroyed to be bound and fecured." Another Com- 
miffion was ifliied in 1806, when certain of the fub- 
commiffioners extended their refearches to Ireland, where 
they infpedled moft of the Record Offices there, and 
delivered a written report on their contents and condi- 
tion to the Lord-Lieutenant. In 18 10 a feparate Com- 
miffion was iffiied for Ireland, to report annually to the 
King in Council ; and feven years later a third Com- 
miffion, in continuation of the former one for Great 
Britain, was iflued under the fign manual of the Prince 
Regent, by which the powers granted to certain of the 
public officers named In the former Commiffions were 
extended to all fuch perfons as filled the like offices in 
England and Scotland, and annual reports of their pro- 
ceedings were prefented by the commiffioners to the 
Prince Regent in Council. In 1831 another Com- 
miffion was iflued by William IV. which expired fix 
years later, and was not renewed by her prefent Majefty. 
The caufe of the non-renewal of the Commiffion was 
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owing to the adminiftration of its affairs having fallen 
into diforder, and its expenditure exceeding the parlia- 
mentary votes. The commiffioners, during their thirty- 
feven years of management of the affairs of the records, 
appear to have directed their attention almoft exclufively 
to the printing of the records, and very little was done 
for the care and future prefervation of them. Accord- 
ingly, charges of mifmanagement having been made, a 
feled committee of the Houfe of Commons was ap- 
pointed in 1836, "to inquire into the management and 
affairs of the Record Commiffion, and the prefent ftate 
of the records of the United Kingdom." After a mofl 
careful and fearching inveftigation, it was the opinion 
of the committee that record commifTions were not the 
befl means that could be devifed for the fupervifion of 
the records. " Your committee, in remarking on the 
defective management of paft commifTions, has attri- 
buted their errors not to any peculiar incapacity or 
negligence of the individuals who compofed thofe com- 
mifTions, but to the defective principle which has per- 
vaded the conflitution of all thofe different bodies. 
Our experience of them furnifhed but one additional 
and almofl fuperfluous proof of the folly of expefting 
efficient labour and fyflematic care at the hands of a 
numerous body unpaid for the difcharge of its duties, 
and occupied by other avocations of a more important, 
more imperative, and a wholly foreign nature. The de- 
fe(5t being in the fyflem, it is the fyflem which mufl be 
altered ; and your committee can exped no fubflantial or 
permanent improvement of the prefent flate of things 
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until it fees the prefent Commiffion replaced by one con- 
ftituted on an entirely new principle." The government, 
adling upon the recommendation of this committee, 
allowed the Commiffion to expire in 1837, and intimated 
to Lord Langdale, the Mafter of the Rolls, who was 
alfo one of the Record Commiffioners, that it was their 
wifh to place the diredlion of the record affairs in his 
hands. Accordingly, after fbme correfpondence, the 
Public Records Aft, i and 2 Vift. c. 94, was pafled, 
which placed the records therein named (with power to 
add other documents thereto, if neceffary) in the cuftody 
and under the fuperintendence of the Mafter of the 
Rolls for the time being, and diredled the Treafury 
forthwith to provide a fuitable building. The refult of 
this aft was the appointment of a Deputy Keeper of 
the Public Records under a royal fign manual, and 
eventually the eftabliftiment of the prefent Public Re- 
cord Office. 

It can eafily be imagined that the infufficient accommo- 
dation allotted in former times to our national archives, 
and the carelefs and ignominious manner in which they 
were preferved, have made confiderable havoc among 
their contents. Indeed, when we confider that for 
centuries, notwithftanding the folicitude of fbvereigns 
and of parliament, no well-con fidered plan was formed 
for the proper care of the records, it is a marvel that 
their condition is fo perfeft and complete as it now is. 

It was not till our ancient muniments were confoli- 
dated in one common repofitory, and their contents 
indexed and catalogued, that the public became aware 
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that we poflefled a colle<5lion of records which, from 
their hiftorical importance and extreme antiquity, ftands 
unrivalled at the prefent day by the ftores of either 
Rome, Paris, or Madrid. Of late years, a great deal 
has been done by the record officials to turn this col- 
lection to good practical account. The feveral feries of 
ftate papers are being rapidly calendared, and from time 
to time 2iprecis of their various contents is publiftied under 
the diredlion of the Matter of the Rolls. DiiFerent ancient 
chronicles, illuftrative of matters of ecclefiaftical and 
archaeological intereft, have alfo appeared, edited by 
able palaeographers and antiquarian fcholars. All the 
documents are now moft carefully preferved and fyfte- 
matically arranged, fo that the difficulties which before 
exifted with regard to their infpe<5lion are now entirely 
removed. In fhort, our public records, after centuries 
of negle(5t, are now receiving the attention they richly 
deferve. In bygone times, felf-intereft predominated 
over antiquarian lore. The one great objed of ancient 
keepers of the records was to colledl the fees then 
demanded for infpedlion. If the documents under their 
charge fell into confufion, or became mutilated, no fteps 
were taken to arrange or repair them. When one repo- 
fitory became overcharged, portions of the records were 
at once got rid of, and fent to another repofitory, the 
keeper of which, confidering that they were merely 
warehoufed with him, took little or no intereft in them. 
Hence our archives gradually became inacceffible to the 
public, and finally almoft ufelefs, from their want of 
arrangement and their mifcellaneous charadler. Prynne 
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thus forcibly defcribes their condition in the Tower in 
the reign of Charles 11.^ 

*^ No fooner received I your Royal patent for the 
cuftody of your antient records in your Tower of Lon- 
don, even in the middeft of my Parliamentary and 
difbanding fervices then monopolizing all my time, but 
I defigned, endeavoured the refcue of the greateft part 
of them from that defolation, corruption, confufion in 
which (through the negligence, nefcience, or flothfuU- 
nefle of their former keepers) they had for many years 
by paft layen buried together in one confufed chaos 
under corroding, putrifying cobwebs, duft, filth, in the 
dark corner of Caefar's Chapel in the White Tower as 
mere ufelefs reliques not worthy to be calendared or 
brought down thence into the office among other records 
of ufe. In order thereunto I employed fome fouldiers 
and women to remove and cleanfe them from their filthy- 
nefle, who, foon growing weary of this noyfome work, 
left them almoft as foul, dufty, and nafty as they found 
them. Whereupon immediately after the Parliament's 
adjournment, I and my clerk (in Auguft and September 
laft) ijpent many whole dayes in cleanfing and forting 
them into diftindt confufed heaps in order to their 
future reducement into method, the old clerks of the 
office being unwilling to touch them for fear of fouling 
their fingers, fpoyling their cloathes, endangering their 
eyefight and healths by their cankerous duft and evil 
fcent. In raking up this dungheap (according to my 

* Parliamentary Writs, edited by Sir F. Palgrave. Preface. 
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expedation) I found many rare antient precious pearls 

and golden records All which will require 

Briareus his hundred hands, Argus his hundred eyes, 
and Neftor's centuries of years to marfhal them into 
diftindl files, and make exa6l alphabetical tables of the 
feveral things, names, places comprifed in them, wherein 
moft treafuries of records are very defedlive." 

The eccentricities of management and inftances of 
feeblenefs which were connefted with the adminiftration 
of the national archives for years paft appear now almoft 
incredible. Before the records were placed in their 
now fplendid and admirably arranged repofitory nearly 
a million^ fterling had been expended in the cuftody, 
printing, and adminiftration of the public records and 
ftate papers, and yet the great bulk of them were 
expofed to imminent perils of fire. In faft the late 
Mr. Braidwood, then Superintendent of the London Fire 
Brigade, ftated that they were under rifles to which 
" no merchant of ordinary prudence would fubjedl his 
books of account.'*^ Reports without end of the danger 
with which the records were threatened were made to 
parliament year after year. Periodically the Treafury 
inftituted an inquiry, and its example was followed by 
the Office of Woods ; the Home Secretary was cate- 
chized, and promifed to learn fomething, and the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer hoped to find funds, and yet 
nothing was done. Thirteen years had pafled fince 

* ;£'8 78,100 was the aftual fum fpent. 

2 A Pamphlet On the Perilous State and Negleft of the Public 
Records. 
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the ad for erefting a Public Record Office had become 
law, the theory of which was to put under the fuperin- 
tendence of the Mafter of the Rolls all legal records, 
and thofe records which exceeded twenty years in age / 
in a fuitable building, and ftill the national documents 
in acftual charge of the Public Record Office continued 
to remain in their infecure depofitories. But to the 
public at large the infecure condition of their country's 
archives was a matter of little or no importance. It was 
only one man in five hundred who knew the extent and 
value, and comprehended the Angular continuity of our 
hiftorical documents. But to him who knew that we 
poflefled records of the Court of Chancery from the 
time of King John without intermiffion to the laft 
decree made by the Lord Chancellor, that we poflefled 
ledger books of the national expenditure which Chan- 
cellors of the Exchequer had regulated, unrivalled even 
for their very phyfical magnificence and complete as a 
feries fince the days of Henry II. ; that, among our 
treaties were the very chirograph between Henry I. 
and Robert Earl of Flanders — the moft ancient of our 
diplomatic documents ; the privilege of Pope Adrian to 
Henry II. to conquer Ireland ; the treaties with Robert 
Bruce and the veritable treaty of the Cloth of Gold, 
illuminated with the portrait of Francis I. and adorned 
by the gold feal chafed by Benvenuto Cellini himfelf; 
that we pofl^efled that moft perfedl furvey in its way, 
though made eight centuries ago, called the Dome/day 
Book; and records like the Pipe, Clofe, and Patent Rolls 
and the fplendid feries of Fines 5 in fhort, the man who 
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knew that his country poflefled ftores of public records, 
*'juftly reckoned to excel in age, beauty, correcftnefs, 
and authority, whatever the choiceft archives abroad 
can boaft: of the like fort," — to fuch a man it was, 
indeed, a national difgrace that muniments fo important, 
and fo pricelefs, fhould be houfed in a manner in which 
" no merchant of ordinary prudence " would keep his 
vulgar books of account. ^ 

And how were they houfed ? In the Tower of 
London were the early Chancery records from the time 
of John, and the Admiralty records. One portion was 
placed in the Wakefield Tower, " contiguous to a fteam- 
engine in daily operation ; '* ^ another portion was piled 
and packed up in a very cramped fpace in the large, 
fquare, four-turreted keep of the old fortrefs, called the 
White Tower ; while the Admiralty records choked up 
and completely hid the chapel of old Bifhop Gundulph 
in this keep, called Caefar's Chapel. In the bafement of 
the White Tower were ftored tons of gunpowder fufficient 
to deftroy all Tower Hill, and change even the courfe of 
the Thames, if an explofion had happened ; while many 
of the rooms of the Tower were filled with ordnance 
ftores of the moft inflammable kind. No wonder, then, 
that Mr. Braidwood reported that the infurance of fuch 
a building with fuch ftores would not be taken by any 
infurance office for lefs than 5^. per cent., the ordinary 
rifle being only \s. 6d. per cent.^ In 1842 a fire did 



* Report of the Seleft Committee of the Houfe of Commons, 1836. 

* Perilous State and Negledl of the Public Records. 
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happen within forty feet of this very keep, and burnt 
down the fmall armoury, . and the fire-engines for an 
entire night were hard at work deluging this very White 
Tower for its protedlion. This was one of the repofi- 
tories of our public records. 

In 1822, on the eredlion of the new Law Courts at 
Weftminfter, the records of the Queen's Remembrancer 
were placed in a temporary fhed at the end of Weftmin- 
fter Hall. Previous to the coronation of William IV. 
this ftied was removed and the records were transferred 
in 1830 to the ftieds in the King's Mews, Charing 
Crofs. The refults of fuch accommodation were brought 
to light in 1836 by the Report of the Seledl Committee 
of the Houfe of Commons, which ftatcs : — 

" In thefe ftieds 4,136 cubic feet of national records 
were depofited in the moft negledled condition. Befides 
the accumulated duft of centuries, all, when thefe opera- 
tions commenced (the inveftigation into the ftate of the 
Records), were found to be very damp. Some were in 
a ftate of infeparable adhefion to the ftone walls. There 
were numerous fragments which had only juft efcaped 
entire confumption by vermin, and many were in the 
laft ftage of putrefadion. Decay and damp had ren- 
dered a large quantity fb fragile as hardly to admit of 
being touched ; others, particularly thofe in the form of 
rolls, were fo ceagulated together that they could not be 
uncoiled. Six or feven perfeA fkeletons of rats were 
found embedded, and bones of thefe vermin were 
generally diftributed throughout the mafs ; and befides 
furniftiing a charnel houfe for the dead, during the firft 
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removal of thefe national records a dog was employed 
in hunting the live rats, which were thus difturbed from 
their nefts." 

But the advice of commiffions, the recommendations 
of committees, the decrees of ads of parliament and 
the urgent entreaties of public fun<5lionaries appear to 
have been treated with utter contempt, for when it 
became neceflary to take down the mews to ereft the 
National Gallery, the greater part of the records were 
removed — to a fafe and honourable place of depofit ? 
No — to the ftables of Carlton Houfe. Thefe ftables 
were a fort of huge barn fituated at the eaft end of 
Carlton Terrace, in which the Princefs Charlotte ufed to 
take horfe exercife. The interior of this ^'fuitable 
building*' prefented a feries of dark alleys, the fides of 
which were faced with records reaching up fome thirty 
feet high. In this flimfy fhed, which, according to Mn 
Braidwood's eftimate, could be burnt down in twenty 
minutes if it caught fire, were placed, no mere rotten 
antiquarian lumber, but the magnificent colleftion of 
" Fines," the great Rolls of the Pipe, the ledger book 
of national receipts and expenditure from the days of 
Henry II. and other invaluable documents. The fire 
rifle here, as at the Tower, was eftimated alfo at 5^. per 
cent. Thefe two repofitories — the Tower and the 
Carlton fhed — contained in thofe days by -far the greateft 
bulk of our records. The accommodation they afForded 
was, indeed, a remarkable proof of England's love for 
her *' choiceft archives." 

But the condition of the records dcpofited elfewhere 
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was not a whit fafer. The venerable Dome/day Book, 
the moft pricelefe record in Europe, and various other 
records of the Exchequer^ &c., were prefcrved in the 
Chapter Houfe of Weftminfter Abbey, behind which 
were a brewhoufe and waflihoufe, "reported as dangerous, 
and endangering the fafety of the Chapter Houfe by 
fire." ^ Other records were in Chancery Lane — fome in 
the Rolls Houfe, fome in a temporary fhed ereAed in the 
Rolls Garden for the Treafury papers, and fome in the 
pews and behind the Communion Table in the Rolls 
Chapel, a place heated by hot-air flues. Many docu- 
ments were lodged in private houfes and chambers. The 

^ In 1835 Mr. Buller moved for an Inquiry into the Old Record 
Commiffion. On that occafion he faid : — '* Ever fince 1732, it had been 
reported to the Houfe of Commons, that there were a brewhoufe and 
waftihoufe at the back of the Chapter Houfe, where the Records were 
kept, and by which the fafety of the Chapter Houfe was endangered 
by fire. In 1800 this brewhoufe and this wafhhoufe were again 
reported as dangerous. In 18 19 this brewhoufe and wafhhoufe again 
attraded the ferious notice of the Commiifioners. In 183 1 it was 
thought expedient to fend a deputation to the Dean and Chapter of 
Weftminfter, and to requeft his Majefty's Surveyor-General to report 
upon the perils of this brewhoufe and wafhhoufe (a laugh), and 
endeavour to get the Dean and Chapter to pull them down. (Laughter.) 
But the Dean and Chapter afferted the vefted rights of the Church, and 
no redrefs was obtained againft the brewhoufe and wafhhoufe. (A 
laugh.) In 1833, another expedition, headed by the right honourable 
baronet (Sir R. Inglis) oppofite, was made to the Chapter Houfe; but 
the right honourable baronet, defiring not to come into collifion with 
the Church, omitted all mention of the brewhoufe and wafhhoufe. 
(Loud laughter.) And thus the attention of the CommifHoners had 
been conftantly direfted to this eternal brewhoufe and eternal wafh- 
houfe without any avail. There they ftill remain as a monument of 
the inefficiency of the Commiffioners, and of the great power and per- 
tinacity of the Church of this country." (Loud laughter.) 
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records known as the King's Silver Books^ containing 
entries of the amount of the fra and foft fines taken 
on each fine levied, were preferved in the Temple, and 
were greatly damaged by fire in 1838. Various court 
rolls of manors were kept in New Square, Lincoln's Inn, 
and many periflied in the fire which broke out there in 
1849. In 1848, thirty-five facks of records of the 
Court of Queen's Bench were removed to the cuftody 
of the Mafter of the Rolls from a cellar in which they 
had lain hid for years. Various other unexpefted docu- 
ments, alfo, from time to time faw the light In 1848, 
the fufion of the ftate papers with the public records 
was recommended, and now both thofe clafles of national 
archives are preferved under one roof, inftead of in two 
diftinft eftablifhments. 

On the paffing of the Record A61, Lord Langdale, 
who was now inverted with the cuftody of the public 
records, refolved that the fcandalous manner in which 
they were preferved (hould ceafe. Accordingly, he loft 
no time in fubmitting to the Secretary of State for the 
Home Department, then Lord John Ruflell, the ne- 
ceffity of providing a public Record Office at once. In 
1 836 a Committee of the Houfe of Commons, in dif- 
cuffing the queftion of the ereftion of a general repofitory 
for the records, had come to the conclufion that one of 
the chief defedls in the fyftem then adopted arofe from 
the records being depofited in different and widely- 
fcattered buildings and entrufted to a multitude of im- 
perfedly refponfible keepers. The excellent ftate of the 
Scotch records was urged as an inftance of the advan- 
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tage of having all the records of a country placed under 
one cuftody and in one central building. The committee 
cordially approved the eredlion of fuch an edifice, and 
recommended the fpot known as the Rolls Eftate as 
being the moft eligible fite for fuch a building. In his 
letter to Lord John Ruflell, Lord Langdale accordingly 
reiterated the fuggeftion of the Commons' Committee 
that the Rolls Eftate was a proper fite. The Lords of 
the Treafury, however, though they entirely concurred 
that one general Record Office was eflential to the in- 
trodudlion of a perfeA fyftem, fignified that they would 
not commence building one until it was feen whether 
the ViAoria Tower of the New Houfes of Parliament 
would do for the purpofe. Lord Langdale, however, 
adhered to his original view that the Rolls Eftate was 
the proper place, and added, " that it would be conve- 
nient, and ultimately a great faving of expenfe, to eftablifli 
the Record Office in connexion with, or in the clofe vici- 
nity of, the law offices of the courts." The Treafury, 
however, objeAed to the expenfe. 

Soon after this correfpondence had been entered into 
Lord Langdale was repeatedly alarmed by the danger 
of fire in the Record Offices, and in 1 843 his lordfhip 
was unexpectedly informed upon an examination of the 
Record Office at the Carlton fhed, by Mr. Braidwood, 
that the records there were expofed *^ to very great and 
extraordinary rifle from fire." The Record Aft had 
placed the public records in the cuftody of the Mafter 
of the Rolls, and at the fame time had direfted the 
Treafury to provide a fuitable building. If the Treafury, 
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therefore, chofe to ignore its duty it was no reafon why- 
Lord Langdale fhould follow in its fteps, and ac- 
cordingly, his lord (hip earneftly requefted to know when 
he might reafonably hope that a general record repofi- 
tory would be provided, and exprefT^d himfelf to the 
efFe<5b that he would prefer having the records fafely 
packed up and difficult of accefs rather than run the rifk 
of having them deftroyed by fire. The Treafury, in 
reply, again brought forward the New Houfes of Parlia- 
ment as a fitting receptacle for our national muniments ; 
but, as the Vicftoria Tower would not be " fatisfaftorily 
completed " for another five years, " permanent and fire- 
proof accommodation " for the Public Records fhould 
be provided in other portions of the Houfes of Parlia- 
ment during the current year — the "other portions" 
being the roofs of the Houfes of Parliament. The 
roofs were accordingly infpefted by Lord Langdale 
and the chief record officers. The refult of this 
infpedlion was a report defcribing the roofs as about 
fix feet high, fitted up like hen-coops, with 140 cells, 
each lighted by a little window, furrounded on all fides 
by chambers or dudls for the foul air of the rooms below 
— admirable conduftors, by the way, for flames and hot 
air in cafe of fire — and difficult of accefs. The roofs 
having been pronounced not fuitable for the purpofe, the 
Treafury ftill clung to the Viftoria Tower, till it was 
proved that the fpace that tower provided would not ac- 
commodate a third part of the records, fo that notable 
fcheme was finally abandoned. 

It would be endlefs to enter into details refpefting the 
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correfpondence which pafled between Lord Langdale and 
the Government with regard to the ereftion of the long- 
promifed " fuitable building." Suffice it to fay that in 
1850 the late Mr. Pennethorne, the Government archi- 
tedl, ftated that the Rolls Eftate was fufficiently large 
for the eredlion of a general record repofitory, and by 
January, 1851, the excavations for the foundations of 
the prefent Record Office were completed. In the 
years 1858 and 1859 the Public records were removed 
from their ignominious repofitories, and placed in their 
new quarters, where they are now moft carefully pre- 
ferved and fyftematically arranged. The moft fenfitive 
antiquary would find it difficult to fuggeft any improve- 
ment in the accommodation now affi^rded to our national 
archives, or to proffer a complaint that they are not eafy 
of accefs. Thanks to the confideration of Lord Romilly, 
literary fearchers can now inveftigate to their heart's 
content all records without payment of fees, and every 
facility is afforded them by the officials of the Depart- 
ment. 
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THE PUBLIC RECORDS. 

|PON the area once known as the Rolls 
Eftate there rifes a magnificent building, 
whofe maflive walls, iron-bound windows, 
ftatued tower, and architeiftural blendings 
of Gothic, Tudor, and Italian, create as much aftonilh- 
ment as they do admiration in the minds of feven out of 
every ten pedeftrians who wend their way along the 
Strand and Fleet Street. Various are the opinions that 
fiately pile gives rife to. By &me, haftily anticipating 
the future, it has been called the New Law Courts ; by 
others a new gaol ; by many, a church ; by a few, a 
lunatic afylum ; and by fome, who confider themfelves 
more intelligent than the reft, the lumber-room of the 
nation — the wafte-paper baflcet of the country — called 
the Public Record Office. Comparatively few are 
accurately acquainted with the u(e that vaft building 
is put to, with the nature of its contents, or with the 
importance it poflefles when knotty points of law have 
to be folvcd or difputed claims inveftigated. To the 
fl:atefman and the judge, the lawyer and the claimant 
to property, the genealogift and the original hiftorian, 
the antiquary and archa;ologift, the repofitory in Fetter 
Lane is well-known ground ; but to the ordinary Eng- 
liftiman the charafter and extent of our national archives 
are equally unknown and uninterefting. 
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In the firft place, what are the Public Records? 
According to the definition of the late Record Com- 
miflioners, our national muniments conftitute four great 
clafles. The firft clafs are independent documents /, 
relating to various fubjeds, perfons, and places, but 
making altogether one whole, fuch as, for inftance, the 
Dome/day Book or the Falor Ecclejiajiicus of Henry VIII. 
The fecond are the feries of enrolments, including within % 
one roll great Varieties of diftinft and feparate entries, 
clafled according to their formal charafter — as, for in- ^ 
ftance, the Clofe Rolls, the Patent Rolls, and the 
Charter Rolls— or clafled according to their fubje<5b- 
matter, as are the Liberate, the Norman, and the Gafcon 
Rolls. The third clafs are thofe records which contain i 
entries of judicial proceedings, and where each fubjeft 
has a diftinA roll and the feveral rolls of a particular 
period bound together at the top, the ends hanging 
loofe; and the laft clafs are all feparate documents, fuch *f 
as letters, inquifitions, commiflions, and privy feals, and 
the other various defcriptions of formal inftruments. It 
would be impoflible to improve upon this definition, 
comprifing, as it does, the two chief advantages wherever 
public muniments are concerned — accuracy and compre- 
henfivenefs of defcription. Both Lambard and Sir Ed- 
ward Coke have given in their fignification of the term 
record a briefer and lefs involved definition ; but, ac- 
cording to their rendering, many of the moft important 
clafles of documents would have to be excluded from the 
lift. Hence it was wifely decreed, on the pafling of 
the Public Records Aft, ift and 2nd Vid. c. 94, which 
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made the Mafter of the Rolls the cuftos of the archives, 
that the word " records " ftiould be taken to mean " ajl 
rolls, records, writs, books, proceedings, decrees, bills, 
warrants, accounts, papers, and documents whatfoever 
of^puWicjiature belonging to Her Majefty." 

As a natural confequence of fuch a truft as the care 
and fupervifion of an immenfe mafs of public docu- 
ments — many of the moft heterogeneous nature, many 
very imperfedly preferved, and the greater portion un- 
indexed and uncatalogued — one of the firft meafures 
that -had to be adopted was the claffification and ar- 
rangement of the Records in their proper chronological 
order and their proper courts. This great work, which, 
according to Prynne, required *^ Briareus his hundred 
hands, Argus his hundred eyes, and Neftor's centuries 
of years," has now been moft efFedlually accomplifhed by 
the officials of the Record Department. Nothing could 
be more defirable for purpofes of reference than the 
plan now in vogue — the claffification of the different 
records under their refpedive Courts, and the framing of 
calendars and indexes to render refearch an eafy tafk. 
Of the documents of thefe Courts, it will now be necef- 
fary to make fome mention. The records of the Courts 
of Chancery, Queen's Bench, Exchequer, and Common 
Pleas contain the very efTence of our antiquarian wealth. 
They conftitute moft of its bulk, much of its legal im- 
portance, and nearly all its hiftorical intereft. 

Firft, as to our Chancery records. The office of 
Chancellor dates back from the days of the Roman 
Emperors, and was preferved in the various kingdoms 
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eftabliflied after the ruin of the Empire. In the time 
of Edward the Eider, we read of the Chancery exift- 
ing for the making out the royal charters and 
precepts, and that, as its duties expanded, it became 
the office of the prothonotary to write, enroll, and pafs 
under the great feal almoft every inftrument which 
related to tranfaftions between the king and foreign 
powers. The officers of the Chancery, in the early 
days of our hiftory, lived together in an inn or hqfpitium^ 
and, as part of the royal houfehold, received their 
robes and fees from the king. Whenever the fovereign 
travelled from place to place, he was followed by the 
chancellor and his officers, with the rolls of the court 
{trapped on the back of a ftrong horfe. At every town 
where the king refted an hqfpitium was affigned to 
the Chancery, and it was the duty of the religious 
houfes to furnifti the pack-horfe for the carriage of the 
rolls. As the chancellor had the cuftody of all public 
inftruments that were required to be authenticated in 
the moft folemn manner, it became his lot to take 
charge of the great feal when feals came into ufe. It 
is faid that Edward the Confeflbr firft introduced among 
us the ufe of a feal to authenticate his afts. In ancient 
times, the Chancery was kept in the Curia Regis, or 
King's Court ; but part of the duties of the chancellor 
feem to have been carried on alfo at the Exchequer till 
the end of the reign of John, when the two courts, 
according to Madox, became feparated. On the re- 
moval of the king's chancellor from the Exchequer, 
a Chancellor of the Exchequer was appointed, and the 
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Exchequer feal fuperfeded the great feal at the Ex- 
chequer for certain purpofes, while the duplicate pipe 
roll, formerly made up for the chancellor, became then 
the roll of the Chancellor of the Exchequer. Gradu- 
ally, the feparate and independent jurifdiftion of the 
chancellor developed itfelf. In the reign of Edward 
I. he was, for the firft time, ftyled Chancellor of Eng- 
land; in the following reign, the Court of Chancery 
was in full operation ; and in the reign of Edward III. 
as a court of ordinary jurifdiAion, it became of confi- 
derable importance. From that date the power of the 
Great Council began to wane, and the authority and 
jurifdidlion of the Chancery took its place, till, growing 
with the growth of the country, it has become what it 
now is — the higheft court of judicature in the kingdom, 
next to parliament. 

As the Court of Chancery excels all other courts, 
fo its records excel all other records. Merely to enu- 
merate the documents of this court, without touching 
in the flighteft upon the nature of their contents, would 
fill a volume. We can but attempt to (ketch the 
falient points of their two or three more important feries 
of rolls. " The cuftom of recording documents on 
rolls of parchment," writes Sir Thomas Hardy, the 
prefent Deputy-Keeper of the Public Records,^ " though 
of very ancient date, commenced neverthelefs at a period 
fubfequent to the Conqueft; for no veftige can be 
traced of fuch a fyftem during the Anglo-Saxon dynafty. 



* Introdudlion to the Clofe Rolls, by Sir Thomas Hardy, p. vi. 
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'Apud Anglo-Saxones,' fays Hickes, 'etiam mos erat 
leges Regum latas in codicibus monafteriorum, tanquam 
in tabulas publicas referendi.' It may be aflumed that, 
had fuch a plan been then in operation, the fame would 
have been adopted by the Conqueror to perpetuate the 
furvey of the kingdom which he caufed to be made, and 
for the prefervation of which he evinced fo much zeal 
and anxiety. As to the precife time when the ufe of rolls 
for the entry of matters of bufinefs firft began, there is 
ftill confiderable doubt; antiquaries are much divided 
in opinion on the fubjeft, and, indeed, it is difficult, if 
not impoffible, to afcertain with any degree of certainty 

the exaft period of its commencement That 

no rolls of a date antecedent to that of the i8th Henry 
I. are now in exiftence, is certain. It may, therefore, 
be prefumed that the pradlice of enrolling prevailed 
fhortly after the Conqueft." Among the chief enrol- 
ments belonging to the Court of Chancery, it would be 
difficult to find a colledlion more interefting to the his- 
torian and antiquary, or more important for all purpofes 
of legal reference, than the extenfive feries of documents 
known as the Clofe Rolls. There is little that relates 
to the paft which cannot be afcertained by a careful invefti- 
gation of the Rotuli Litterarum Claufarum. Upon their 
well-preferved parchment membranes the hiftorian fees 
entries relating to the privileges of peers and commoners 
in times gone by ; of meafures employed for the raifing 
of armies and the equipment of fleets ; of orders for the 
obfervance of treaties and for the fortification of cafl:les ; 
and endlefs laws touching the power of the Bench, 



30 T^he Public Records. 

the authority of the Church, the extent of the civil 
jurifdidioti and the prerogatives of the Crown. By 
the aid of thefe records the lawyer and antiquary can 
learn how the coinage of the realm was regulated ; how 
aids and impofts, toUages and fubfidies were raifed ; how 
riots and tumults were fupprefled; how ftate prifoners 
were pardoned; how the affairs of the royal houfehold 
were controlled ; how the writs ran for the fummoning 
of parliaments ; what deeds were enrolled between party 
and party; what fads were deemed worthy of record 
upon the birth, marriage, and death of royal and noble 
families.^ In fhort, little that concerns the naval and 
military, the civil and ecclefiaftical, the legal and diplo- 
matic affairs of the kingdom, is not to be found upon 
the miles of parchment which conftitute the colleftion of 
the Clofe Rolls. The origin of the name Clofe Rolls is due 
to the faft that the documents entered upon them, being 
of a private nature, were defpatched clofed or fealed up, 
and were addrefled to one or two perfons only,"^ The 
Clofe Rolls commence with the reign of John, and con- 
tinue without interruption to the prefent time. Since 
the days of Henry VIII. their entries are moftly con- 
fined to the enrolments of deeds of bargain and fale, 
wills of Roman Catholics, recognizances, fpecifications 
of new inventions, and other inftruments enrolled for fafe 
cuftody by warrant from the Lord Chancellor or Mafter 
of the Rolls. Indexes to the Clofe Rolls, from the 



I See Introduftion to the Clofe Rolls, by Sir Thomas Hardy, pp. 
xxxi-xlviii. 
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reign of Elizabeth to the prefent time, formerly depofitcd 
in the Enrolment Office, are now placed in the Record 
Office, and form an invaluable feries of books of re- 
ference. 

Next in importance to the above, and fcarcely fecond 
in hiftorical intereft, is the fplendid feries of public 
muniments, dating from King John to the prefent time, 
called the Patent Rolls. Here, again, we have the fame 
difficulty, owing to the heterogeneous nature of the 
materials, in defcribing the precife charafter of their con- 
tents as we have when dealing with the Clofe Rolls. 
Indeed, fo varied and comprehenfive are the entries in 
the Letters Patent, that it becomes almoft impoffible to 
draw the line of demarkation between what is enrolled 
and what is not. Hardly a fingle fubjcft connedled 
with the hiftory and government of our country but re- 
ceives illuftration from this magnificent colleftion. Is a 
caftle befieged by the king, a papal interdift removed 
by royal fupplication, a fafe condud granted to an 
unpopular prelate, credence allowed to fome court 
witnefs, grace fhown to a rebellious fubjedl, church 
lands beftowed on begging clergy, negotiations entered 
into with foreign princes, powers of ambafladors regu- 
lated, lands, offices, and wardfhips granted to public 
bodies or private perfons, titles of nobility created, 
charters confirmed, proclamations drawn up, licenfes to 
hold, fell, and marry, commands to do fealty and 
homage ; all — whether relating to political, focial, eccle- 
fiaftical, or commercial life — are to be found recorded 
on the membranes of the '* Litterae Patentes." Nor are 
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multitudinous and diverfe entries the chief features of 
thefe records. Few colleftions among our public docu- 
ments can boaft a more unbroken fucceffion. With the 
exception of the rolls of the loth, nth, and I2th years 
of King John's reign, and thofe of the 23rd and 24th 
year of King Henry III. (long known to have been 
miffing), the Letters Patent extend without break or 
flaw from the year 1200 to our own day. Unlike their 
great antiquarian rivals, the Clofe Rolls, the Letters 
Patent are unfealed and expofed to view — hence their 
name. Their entries are written upon flieets of parch- 
ment with the feal of the fovereign, or party by whom 
they were iflTued, pendent at the bottom. For this 
reafon, charters having the feal pendent at the bottom 
are a fpecies of Letters Patent. The Letters Patent 
form one of the claflTes into which royal diplomas are 
divided, and thus refblve themfelves into three divifions 
— the Letters Patent, the Letters Clofe, and Charters. 
From the commencement of the reign of Henry VIII. 
all grants, which had before paflTed in the form of 
Charters, were made by Letters Patent Throughout 
this magnificent feries confiderable diflFerence, both in 
the formula and in the eflFeft of the various entries, is 
obfervable as our hiftory advances in culture and civili- 
zation.^ 

The third great feries belonging to this court confifts 
of the well-known Parliamentary records. Thefe are, 
however, far from being a perfeft colleftion, many of 

* See IntroduAion to the Patent Rolls, by Sir Thomas Hardy. 
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the documents contdning the proceedings of various 
parliaments being hopelefsly loft. Thefe rolls begin 
with the 6th Edward I. and extend to Henry VIII. As 
the journals of the Houfe of Lords do not commence 
till the reign of Henry VIII. it is only from the Rolls 
of Parliament that proof can be obt^ned of a peer 
having fat in parliament previous to that period ; fuch 
proof is always requifite in all claims to an ancient 
barony by writ. Hence, to the genealogift this feries of 
records is invaluable. It is much to be regretted that 
the coUeAion is fo imperfeA. Anterior to the reign of 
Edward I. no roll purporting to be a Roll of Parlia- 
ment can be found. Of the councils or parliaments of 
Edward I. only the rolls of the 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 
26, 28, 29, 30, 2Z ^^^ 35 ^^ preferved. Of Edward II. 
only the 8, 9 and 14. Of Edward III. only the i, 4, 
5, 6, 13, 14, 15, 18, 21, 22, 25, 29, 2^()^ 37, 38, 40, 
42, 43, 45, 46, 47, 50 and 51. And in the fubfequent 
reigns the gaps are fo frequent as to give rife to the fuf- 
picion that they were not occafioned by mere accident. 
We know that Richard II. was accufed of defacing 
thofe archives which related to the ftate and government 
of the kingdom; and it is fuppofed that the parlia- 
mentary records touching the depofition of Edward II. 
were among thofe thus deftroyed. The Parliament 
Rolls, when complete, contain entries of the various 
tranfaftions which took place from the opening to the 
clofe of each parliament. Unfortunately, many of the 
loft rolls belong to thofe parliaments which are of the 
greateft importance to the hiftory of the conftitution. 
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No record of parliament is now known to be extant 
prior to the ftatute of Gloucefter, 6 Edward I. The 
enrolments of afts of parliaments are, however, of con- 
fiderable help in the inveftigation of our parliamentary 
hiftory, and conftitute a moft important fupplement to 
the Parliament Rolls. They began with Richard IIL 
and continue to the prefent time. Down to the reign 
of Charles I. they contain much matter of hiftorical 
intereft over and above the mere enrolment of parlia- 
mentary afts. From Richard III. to Henr)'^ VIII. they 
fet forth all adls, public and private : from Henry VIII. 
to Elizabeth, feveral only of the private afts ; and from 
Elizabeth to George II. the private ads are omitted, the 
titles only being given. In 1 849 the enrolments ceafed, 
and ads printed on vellum were fubftituted. To the 
lawyer and genealogift the private ftatutes, with their 
fettlements of eftates and recitals of family pedigrees, are 
precious mines of reference. The Parliament Pawns 
are abftrafts of all writs of fummons and writs of eleftion 
iflued on calling a new parliament. They run from 21 
Henry VIII. to the prefent time. 

We have no time to give details refpefting the other 
important colledlions of archives belonging to our 
Chancery Records. There are the Charter Rolls, which 
confift of grants of privileges to religious houfes and 
bodies corporate, &c., and which run from John to 
Henry VIII. at which later date grants from the crown 
were entered on the Patent Rolls ; the Coronation Rolls, 
which contain the commiflions and the proceedings of 
the commiflioners appointed to hear and determine 
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claims of (ervice to be performed at coronations, as well 
as the oaths taken by the king or queen when crowned 
— this colledion, with the exception of the Coronation 
Rolls of Charles I. and George III., which are wanting, 
is perfecft from James I. to Viftoria ; the Efcheat 
Rolls, which run from Henry III. to Charles 11. 
and which contain the efcheators' accounts of lands and 
property efcheated to the crown, with the profit of the 
fame ; the Fine RoUs,^ containing accounts of fines paid 
to the king for licences to alienate lands, for freedom 
from knight fervice, for pardons, wardfliips, and the like, 
and which begin with John and end with Charles I. ; 
the interefting Gafcon, French, and Norman Rolls,* 
which relate to tranfaftions in France while the Englifli 
held part of that country ; the Cartae Antiquae, which 
confift of foundation charters of abbeys, endowments of 
religious houfes, &c. and whofe name of Cartae Antiquae 
is ufually applied to all ancient deeds from the Saxon 
period down to Henry VIII. ; the Oblata Rolls, beloved 
by the antiquary and genealogift, as their entries con- 
tain nothing but accounts of the oflTerings and free gifts 
to the (bvereign from every great man who wiflied for 
the royal proteftion or toadied for the royal favour; 
the Inquifitions Poft-mortem, taken on the death of 
every tenant of the crown ; the Hundred Rolls, the 
Almain Rolls, the Decree Rolls, the Royal Letters, the 



« 



» See " Fine Rolls," edited by C. Roberts. 

2 See " Rotuli Norman niae," edited by Sir Thomas Hardy ; alfo, 

Carte's Catalogue," 2 vols. 
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Privy Seals and Signet Bills, the Subfidy Rolls, the 
Irifh, Scotch, and Welfh Rolls — and the thoufand other 
documents which it would be impoflible to allude to 
within the brief limits of a general review of our archives. 
We can only fay that every clafs of the above records is 
carefully arranged for public infpeftion, and that full and 
able indices render refearch a matter of little difficulty. 
Excepting for the Houfe of Lords, copies made by the 
officials of the Record Office are regarded as evidence by 
a court of law. 

Turning from the Court of Chancery to that of the 
Queen's Bench, we meet with a feries of documents of 
lefs extenfive range and of lefs hiftorical intereft than 
thofe juft enumerated, but ftill not unworthy of ftudy. 
The Court of Queen's Bench, like the other courts, had 
its origin in the Curia Regis. We are unable to afcer- 
tain the exadt time when the Curia Regis loft its title and 
merged into that of the King's Bench. It is, however, 
clear from the ftatutes that in the 52nd year of Henry 
III. it was called the King's Court, and that in the 3rd 
year of Edward I. it was called the Court of King's 
Bench. In the old calendars we find that the records 
are called Curia Regis Rolls to the death of Henry III. 
and then from that time are ftyled King's Bench Rolls. 
As the Queen's Bench takes cognizance of both civil and 
criminal caufes, the former on the crown fide and the 
latter on the plea fide of the court, the records of the 
court are arranged in the two fedlions, crown fide and 
plea fide. Of thefe records the moft important are the 
Judgment or Plea Rolls. From the time of Richard I. 
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to the year 1702 they were united with the Crown 
Rolls, but at that date were feparated. The Plea Rolls 
contain the general proceedings in caufes, but are very 
defcdlive, owing to the negleft of attorneys to bring the 
records in. The Crown Rolls are compofed of indict- 
ments, informations, and other iimilar proceedings to 
which parties have pleaded. Another divifion of the 
Judgment Rolls contains the Controlment Rolls, which 
comprife minutes of all the principal proceedings in 
crown caufes, with numerical references to the Judg- 
ment Rolls where the proceedings are entered at length. 
Apart from the Plea Rolls, the remaining records of 
this court are of lefs general intereft. Among their 
number we may notice the Attorneys' Oath Roll, 
containing the oaths required to be fubfcribed by 
attorneys on their admiffion, the Baga de Secretis, con- 
taining proceedings on attainders, the enrolment of 
bails, the writs of certiorari, convifts, returns, outlawry, 
proceedings, the Doggett Rolls and Doggett Books of 
Judgment, the Gaol Delivery Rolls, and the large mafs 
of indiftments, recognizances, pofteas, praecipes, and 
other fimilar documents. Among the records of the 
Queen's Bench is the prayer book, known as the fealed 
copy of the " Book of Common Prayer," purfuant to 
ftatute 14 Charles II. 

The Court of Common Pleas contains a far richer 
colledlion of records than thofe belonging to the Queen's 
Bench, but, owing to the nature of its jurifdiftion, the 
documents are more or lefs of an eflentially legal nature, 
and poffefs, with one or two important exceptions, little 
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intereft for the antiquary or hiftorical ftudent. The 
Common Pleas, like the King's Bench, was once an 
integral portion of the Curia Regis, but by the 14th 
claufe of Magna Charta, which enafted that the " Com- 
mon Pleas fhall not follow our court," but (hall " be 
holden in fome place certain," it was detached from the 
Aula Regis and eftabliflied in Weftminfter. Foremoft 
among its records are the valuable colledion of Fines. 
Thefe date from Henry II. to the year 1834, when 
fines and recoveries were aboliftied, and " more fimple 
modes of affurance fubftituted." Their importance in a 
genealogical point of view cannot be doubted. '* The 
utility of thefe records," fays the Report of the Houfe 
of Commons' Committee on Public Records, '^ to all 
perfons defirous of tracing property and pedigree is 
unqueftionable." Fines contain the proceedings which 
have been adopted to convey eftates, and to free them 
from their entail to iflue and from the dower of wives. 
Thus from the Fines we are able to learn the name of 
the freeholder levying the fine, and, if he be married, 
the name of his wife, and often of his children, the 
pofition and value of his eftate, and not unfrequently 
fomething about his anceftors. But perhaps the chief 
value of this clafs of records is that they prove marriages 
and their iiTue at a time when parochial regifters were 
not in exiftence. Few documents fhow fo unbroken a 
fuccefiion from fo early a date as the Pedes Finium, or 
" Feet of Fines."' The King's Silver Oflice-books are 



' See " Feet of Fines " edited by Jofeph Hunter. Preface. 



T^he Public Records. 39 

the chief indices to the Fines, but they fufFered greatly 
from the fire at the King's Silver Office in the Temple, 
March, 1838, The Recovery Rolls (ever fince 1834 
continued, under the name of " Difentailing Aflurances," 
on the Clofe Rolls) conftitute alfo another important 
fupplement to the ftudy of the Pedes Finium. Next 
to the colleftion of Fines we may clafs the Judgment 
Rolls of this court They formerly confifted of two 
parts, the Communia Placita, or Perfonal Plea Rolls, 
and the Placita Terrae, or Pleas of Lands and Deeds 
enrolled ; but after the reign of Elizabeth the latter be- 
came diftinft rolls, containing the King's filver and fines, 
affizes, deeds enrolled, and all real aftions. The Judg- 
ment Rolls go through three ftages — firft, they are Plea 
Rolls; then, when the parties join iflue, Iflue Rolls; 
and laftly, when judgments are entered upon themj 
Judgment Rolls. The recording of the judgments has, 
however, been very much neglefted, for many of the 
judgments, inftead of being entered on the Plea or Iflue 
Rolls, were entered on feparate pieces of parchment, 
and thus have given rife to certain diftinft bundles, 
called Riders, in which fuch entries are contained. 

After a glance at the Eflbin Rolls, the Declarations in 
Ejeftment, the Certificates of Married Women, the 
Proceedings in Error, the Doggett Rolls, the Writs of 
Outlawries, the Pofteas, and the Remembrance Rolls, 
we pafs on to the court which, next to the Chancery, 
contains the moft interefting and valuable feries of 
documents which our Public Records pofl!efs. 

The Court of Exchequer was eftablifhed in England 
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on the model of the ancient Exchequer of Normandy^ 
by William the Conqueror, and was not finally abolifhed 
till the reign of Queen Viftoria. In the early ftages of 
its hiftory the Exchequer was a member of the Curia 
Regis, and was wont to be held in the king's palace. 
" It was a fort of fubaltem court, partly refembling in 
its model that which was moft properly called the Curia 
Regis ; for in it the kings, barons, and great men who 
ufed to be in his palace, near his royal perfon, ordi- 
narily prefided and fat; and fometimes the king him- 
felf : in it the king's chief jufticiar, his chancellor, his 
treafurer, his conftable, his marfhal and his chamber- 
lains performed fome part of their feveral ofiices .... 
It is true before the divifion and fettlement of the king's 
courts the phrafe Curia Regis was commonly ufed, in a 
general fenfe, for that great court or place of judicature 
the king's palace, which was properly called Curia 
Regis, but the Exchequer is alfo fometimes exprefsly 
joined with the King's Court as a member or part of it."^ 
The origin of the name Exchequer was due to the faft 
that a chequered cloth (figured with fquares like a 
chefsboard) was anciently laid on the table in the place 
where the court was held; this chequered cloth was 
more convenient, owing to the fquares on it, for the 
counting of money. " From the Latin Scaccarium^ cometh 
the French Efchequier or Exchequier ; and the Englifti 
name from the French .... Polydore Virgil, fpeaking 

' " Hift. and Antiquities of the Exchequer," by Thos. Madox, p. 105. 

2 "It is not abfolutely certain from what original the word Sc ace ar turn 
is deduced. Divers conjectures have been made about it ; perhaps the 
moft likely derivation of it is from Scaccus or Scaccum, a chefsboard. 
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of the Exchequer as inftituted in England by William I. 
intimates that it was corruptly called Scaccarium, but 
ought to be called Sfatarium, from its (lability^ and as it 

was the firm fupport of the crown or kingdom 

I can only fay that in the early times after the Conqueft^ 
and from thenceforward, it was conftantly called in 
records Scaccarium, but never (for ought that I know) 
Slafarium." ^ The chief officers of the Exchequer were 
the jufticiar, who was the prefident, the chancellor (who 
attended ex- officio upon the aflTairs of the revenue), and 
the barons. The duties that anciently devolved upon 
this court were '* to fupervife, manage and improve the 
royal revenue," to have "jurifdidlion in civil caufes," 
and to make '^ charters of feofiTment, confirmations and 
releafe, or other charters .... and fometimes conven- 
tions of divers kinds, and final concords between party 
and party." Though the Exchequer was the chief place 
at which the king's money was to be anfwered and paid 
in, yet payments were often made elfewhere. The Jews 
paid in at their own fpecial Exchequer — the Scaccarium 
Judaorum ; whilft the Camera Regis, the King's Ward- 
robe, the Tower of London, and the New Temple, 
were all, at difiTerent times, ufed as receipts of the 
Exchequer. Gradually modern legiflation began to 
deprive the Exchequer of much of its authority. In 
1785 the Auditors of Impreft merged in the office of 

or the ludtts fcaccorum^ the game of chefs .... and the Exchequer of 
England was^ in all probability, cdMsd fcaccarium, becaufe a chequered 
cloth was anciently wont to be laid on the table in the court."-^ 
Madox. 

^ Madox, p. no. 
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the Commiflioners for Auditing Public Accounts ; in 
1826 the duties of the Chamberlains devolved on the 
Auditor of Receipt ; in 1833 moft of the ancient depart- 
ments on the account fide were aboliflied, and fuch of 
the ancient duties as remained were transferred to the 
Queen's Remembrancer ; in 1 834 the ancient conftitu- 
tion of the Receipt fide was abolifhed; in 1842 the 
equity jurifdidion of the Exchequer was transferred to 
Chancery ; and in the following year feveral other offices 
in the Queen's Remembrancer's Office were abolifhed 
and his office remodelled ; this completed the abolition 
of the ancient Exchequer. The court is now repre- 
fented as follows : the Account fide by the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer and the office of the Queen's Remem- 
brancer ; the ancient auditors by the Commiffioners for 
Auditing the Public Accounts; the Lord High Treafurer 
by the Lords of the Treafury, and the ancient Receipt 
fide by the Bank of England and the officers of the Comp- 
troller-General and Pay mafter- General. The judicial 
authority of the court is in the hands of the Barons of 
the Exchequer. As a court of revenue the Exchequer 
afcertains and enforces, by proceedings appropriate to 
the cafe, the proprietary rights of the crown againft the 
fubjefts of the realm. To proceed againft a perfbn in 
this department of the court is called to exchequer him. 
The praftice and procedure on the revenue fide of this 
court was amended by 22 and 23 Vidt. c. 21, f. 9, etfeq. 
As a court of common law, the Exchequer adminif- 
ters redrefs between fubjedl and fubjeft in all aftions 
whatever, except real aftions. It is a court of record. 
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and its judges are five in number, confifting of one chief 
and four fuifni barons. 

But though the authority of the ancient Court of 
Exchequer is now extindb, its valuable coUedlion of 
records is in an excellent ftate of prefervation, and re- 
mains carefully clafled with our other national archives. 
Of this coUeftion th^ facile princeps is the Great Roll of 
the Exchequer, otherwife called the Pipe Roll. As 
with the Clofe and Patent Rolls, (b with the Roll of the 
Pipe, it is difficult to ftate what is and what is not entered 
upon its membranes. Everything which in former times 
went to fwell the revenues of the crown — rents of 
various kinds, fines, amercements, profits of lands and 
tenements, and the like — is to be found enrolled upon it. 
The accounts of the ancient revenue of the crown, 
digefted under the heads of the feveral counties, and 
annually written out in order to the charging and dis- 
charging of the fheriflfs and other accountants, are alfo to 
be feen upon it. Was a great man outlawed, his goods 
feized, his daughter married or made a ward, the ac- 
count thereof can be read in the Pipe Rolls. To the 
pedigree hunter thefe records are as ufeful as any, con- 
taining as they do the names of moft men of property ; 
while to the county hiftorian they are invaluable. Few 
of our national archives boaft a more uninterrupted fuc- 
ceffion than the Great Rolls of the Exchequer.^ Begin- 
ning from the fecond year of Henry II. they continue 
to the prefent time with but two gaps — the lofs of the 

^ See " Great Roll of the Pipe," edited by Jofeph Hunter. Preface. 
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rolls of the firft year of Henry III. and thofe for the 
feventh year of Henry IV. Of the latter of thefe miffing 
rolls, however, the antigraph, or roll made by the chan- 
cellor's fcribe, is ftill in exiftence, and is ufed to fupply 
the place of the loft roll. Befides this feries, there is a roll 
which was long looked upon as the roll of the firft year 
of Henry II. or by fome as belonging to the fifth year 
of King Stephen ; but recent criticifm has completely 
eftabliftied the faft that it is none other than the roll of 
the thirty-firft year of Henry I. the earlieft national 
documents, fave Dome/day y of any extent that now exift. 
The Controller's or Chancellor's Rolls (an imperfedl 
feries of duplicates of the Great Roll of the Pipe) for- 
merly were lodged in the Britifti Mufeum, but are now 
among the Public Records. 

Another important clafs of documents belonging to 
this court, and ftored with a variety of information 
upon fecular and religious matters, are the Memoranda 
Rolls, which run from i Henry III. to about the year 
1842. They contain enrolments of all the weighty 
bufinefs done in the offices of the Queen's and Lord 
Treafurer's Remembrancer. Upon their ancient mem- 
branes the fearcher will read how writs ran for the 
recovery of debts due to the crown; how commif- 
fions were appointed to feize eftates attainted or 
forfeited to the crown ; how goods were feized in 
the various ports of England for the non-payment of 
cuftoms; how the accounts of (herifFs and efcheators 
were fettled with the Exchequer ; how cities and bo- 
roughs made claims to certain privileges ; how priefts and 
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laymen pleaded for the pofleflion of various rights and 
franchifes ; and how the numerous proceedings in equity 
on Englifh informations and bills^ were conducted. The 
Brevia Regia, endorfed on the Memoranda Rolls^ are the 
moft ancient writs of that defcription in the kingdom ; 
in the earlier times they aflume the fhape of letters, 
and contain various wifhes of the fovereigns.^ 

To the antiquary and hiftorian the colledtion of ar- 
chives, called Originalia Rolls, which run from Henry 
III. to William IV. are of great fervice. They not 
only throw confiderable light upon the manners and 
cuftoms in vogue in the thirteenth and fourteenth cen- 
turies, but alfb record the defcent of lands, queftions 
relating to crown revenues and feudal tenures, the 
appointments of various commiflions for different pur- 
pofes of inveftigation, and other fimilar entries. The 
importance of the Originalia Rolls is alfo increafed from 
the fad that they contain numerous extrafts from early 
rolls now no longer in exiftence.* 

Among the documents of the ancient Exchequer, the 
ecclefiaftical hiftorian will be interefted in the fertile col- 
ledion of minifters' accounts of the iffues and profits of 
monaftic lands in the hands of the crown ; in the pen- 
fions granted to abbots and others upon the diffolution 
of the monafteries now enrolled amid the records of the 



1 Sec ** App. to Firft Report of SeleA Committee of Houfe of Com- 
mons on Public Records ; " alfo the works of Jones, Madox and 
Grimaldi. 

2 See Jones* "Index to the Originalia and Memoranda ; " alfo Madox, 
" Hift. of Exchequer." 
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Augmentation Office ; in the accounts of monafteries 
contained in the Chartularies and Leidger Books, in the 
Account Books of Firft Fruits and Tenths, and in the 
Taxation Rolls, which regulated the taxes as well to our 
kings as to the popes until the furvey of Henry VIII. ; 
in the Valor Ecclefiafticus^ of Henry VIII. which con- 
tains furvey s of archbiflioprics, bifhoprics, abbeys, mo- 
nafteries, and the like throughout the kingdom ; in the 
Vifitations of Religious Houfes, in the Wolfey Books, 
and in the Nonae Rolls. 

To the antiquary, pure and fimple, the colledtion in 
the Exchequer which records the hiftory of knights' 
fervice is perhaps the moft interefting. The number of 
knights' fees throughout the kingdom was 60,215, of 
which the clergy had 28,015 ; but as in procefs of time 
it became a doubtful queftion whether lands were held 
by knights' fervice or by fome other tenure, inquifitions 
were held, and each baron had to return to the king an 
account of what he held. Such accounts, comprifing as 
they do the early hiftory of landed property, with the 
names of the owners and the extent of eftates, are of con- 
fiderable fervice to the antiquary, hiftorian, and genealo- 
gift. For information on this fubjedl, the three great 
authorities are the Black and Red Books of the Ex- 
chequer, the Scutage Rolls, and the Subfidy Rolls. Of 
thefe records the Liber Niger Scaccarii, or Liber Niger 
Parvus, as it is fometimes called, compiled by Gervafe 
of Tilbury, nephew to Henry II. in the twenty-fecond 



* See " Introduftion 10 the Valor Eccleliafticus," by J. Hunter. 
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year of that king's reign, is the moft ancient. It 
contains a lift of knights' fees of the time of Henry II., 
and in many of the returns appear family names and par- 
ticulars of the parents, children, wives, and occupiers of 
the land, as well as of tenants in capite. In this book there 
are alfb various treaties of Henry II., four bulls of Pope 
Alexander, and the conftitution of the royal houfehold 
temp. Henry II. The Red Book is fomewhat fimilar 
to the Liber Niger, and contains, among other entries, 
the oaths of the different officers of the court ; the Dia-- 
logus de Scaccario (afcribed to Gervafe of Tilbury) ; 
numerous fhort memoranda, &c., for the inftrudiion and 
ufe of the officers of the court ; and knights* fees and fer- 
jeanties of the reigns of Henry II., Richard, John, and 
Henry III. Many of its entries are alfo in the Black 
Book. The Scutage Rolls, which begin in the reign of 
Edward I. contain the pecuniary fatisfadlion paid by each 
knight in lieu of the perfbnal attendance upon his fove- 
reign that was required of him. This fatisfadlion was 
called 7J:«/tf^/«w, ox Jervitium Jcuti (fervice of the fhield), 
and in Norman French efcuage^ from ecuy a fhield. The 
afTefTment was, however, fo arbitrary, that it was decreed 
by Magna Charta that no fcutage fhould be impofed 
without confent of parliament. The Subfidy Rolls re- 
cord the fupplies given gratuitously to the king by his 
tenants to aid him in his wars and emergencies. In 
addition to the above are the Marfhal's Rolls, which con- 
tain an account of the military fervice due from great 
tenants to the king on the eve of a war ; the Tefta de 
Nevil and the one folitary roll called the Conftable's Roll. 
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Among the more important documents belonging to 
the ancient Exchequer colleftion are to be found the 
various enrolments of accounts and affidavits^ the docu- 
ments of the Augmentation Court (a rich mine to the 
Church hiftorian)^ the voluminous feries of bills and 
anfwers, the colleftion of fpecial commiffions^ the 
Court Rolls of manors poflefled by the crown, the de- 
crees and orders made by the Exchequer in all caufes 
and matters there depending, the enrolments of Efchea- 
ters' Accounts, the Exannual Rolls, the extents and 
inquifitions, fee farm rents, referved upon grants from 
the crown, the Golden Bull of Clement VII. conferring 
the title of Defender of the Faith upon Henry VIII. 
Hearth Money accounts, the Impreft Rolls, the Judg- 
ment Rolls of the Exchequer of Pleas, the various 
Inventory Returns, the Jews' Rolls, the Land revenue 
accounts, the vaft coUeAion of crown leafes, the 
Parliamentary Surveys of the king's Lands \temp. 
Commonwealth), the Recufants' Roll, and the curious 
Wardrobe accounts. The records of the treafury of 
Receipt of Exchequer Department are alfo, in an 
hiftorical point of view, a moft important, though not 
extenfive coUedion. 

In addition to the various records which we have 
touched upon, belonging to the Courts of Chancery, 
Queen's Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer, there is 
a large clafs of documents which appertain to obfolete 
courts, and many of which are of great hiftorical value. 
The chief of this feries are the archives belonging to 
the Star Chamber, the Court of Requcfts, the Court of 
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Chivalry, the Court of Wards and Liveries, the Mar- 
fhalfea Court, and the records of the Welfti Courts, the 
jurifdidtion of which latter courts ceafed in 1 836, when 
their duties were transferred to the Englifh courts and 
their records moved to Fetter Lane. All thefe docu- 
ments are open to infpeftion. 

Belonging now to no particular court, and a record 
moft effkntiBlly/ui generis^ is one valuable work to which 
we have not yet alluded, but which is among all archives 
what the Koh-i-noor is among diamonds. The venerable 
volume of the " Domefday Book " ^ now carefully preferved 
beneath a ftrong glafs cafe in the room of the Curator of 
the Record Office, is the very father of our record 
literature. It confifts of two volumes, a greater and a 
lefs. The firft is a large folio written on 382 double 
pages of vellum, in a fmall but plain charader, each page 
having a double column. Some of the capital letters 
and principal paflages are touched with red ink, and the 
names of towns, manors, &c. have ftrokes of red ink run 
acrofs them — the ancient mode of expreffing italics. This 
volume contains the defcription of thirty-one counties. 
The other volume is in quarto, written upon 450 double 
pages of vellum, but in a fingle column, and in a large, 
but very fair charadler. It contains the counties of EfTex, 
Norfolk, Suffolk, part of the county of Rutland included 
in that of Northampton, and part of Lancafliire in the 
counties of York and Chefter. This work, according to 

^ See Sir H. Ellis* General Introdudlion to Domefday Book ; Domef- 
day Book, illuftrated by Kelham ; and Defcriptive Catalogue of Manu- 
fcripts relating to the early Hiftory of Great Britain, vol. ii. p. 35. 

£ 
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the Red Book in the Exchequer, was begun by order of 
William the Conqueror, with the advice of his parlia- 
ment, in the year of our Lord 1080, and completed in 
the year 1086. A reafon given for taking this furvey, 
by fcveral ancient records and hiftorians, was, that every 
man fhould be fatisfied with his own right, and not 
ufurp with impunity what belonged to another. The 
other explanation is that now all thofe who pofTefled 
landed eftates became vafTals to the king, and paid him 
fo much money by way of fee or homage in proportion 
to the lands they held. This is the more probable, as 
there was already at that time extant a general furvey of 
the whole kingdom made by order of King Alfred. 

For the execution of the furvey recorded in '' Domef- 
day Book," commiflioners were fent into every county 
and fhire, and juries fummoned in each hundred, out of 
all orders of freemen, from barons down to the loweft 
farmers. Thefe commiflioners were to be informed by 
the inhabitants, upon oath, of the name of each manor, 
and that of its owner ; alfo by whom it was held in the 
time of Edward the Confeflbr ; the number of hides ; 
the quantity of wood, of pafture, and of meadow land ; 
how many ploughs were in the demefne, and how many 
in the tenanted part of it ; how many mills, how many 
fifti-ponds or fiflieries belonged to it ; with the value of 
the whole together in the time of King Edward as well 
as when granted by King William, and at the time of 
this furvey ; alfb whether it was capable of improvement, 
or of being advanced in its value. They were likewife 
direfted to return the tenants of every degree, the quan- 
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tity of land then and formerly held by each of them, 
what was the number of villains and flaves, and alfo the 
number and kinds of their cattle and live ftock. Thefe 
inquifitions, being firft methodized in the county, were 
afterwards fent up to the king's Exchequer. So minute 
was the furvey that the writer of the contemporary 
portion of the " Saxon Chronicle '' records: "So very 
narrowly he caufed it to be traced out that there was 
not a fingle hide, nor one virgatc of land, nor even an 
ox or a cow, nor a fwine, was left that was not fet down." 
For fome reafbn left unexplained, many parts of 
England were not furveyed. Northumberland, Cumber- 
land, Weftmoreland, and Durham are not defcribed in 
the furvey/ Lancafhire does not appear under its proper 

^ This ftatemcnt led to fome correfpondence in the " Times," each 
writer doing his bed to explain the caufe of the omiflion. The fubjedl was 
taken up by the '^ Saturday Review/' and the following opinion given : 
— ^** Durham/* the writer of the article faid, ** and Northumberland — 
Northumberland in the modern fenfe which had then lately come into 
uie — ^muft have been left out becaufe in the great ravaging of the North 
they had become ftill more utterly wafted and worthlefs than Yorkfhire 
itfelf. The ravages of William himfelf in the winter of 1069- 1070, 
the feveral inroads of Malcolm, the vengeance taken by Odo after the 
murder of Bifhop Walcher in io8o« muft among them have left very 
little in thofe parts which was worth furveying. As for Lancafhire^ it 
had as yet no being as a feparate fhire ; the Ribble divided Yorkfhire 
and ChefhirCy as ages afterwards it divided the diocefes of York and 
Lichfield. Cumberland and Weflmoreland had alfo no being as Englifh 
fhires. The fouthern part of the modern counties formed part of 
Yorkfhire^ and it is furveyed in Domefday as fuch. It is for local in- 
quirers to trace the exadt frontier, but there can be little doubt that it 
would be found to agree pretty nearly with the frontier of the ancient 
diocefe of York. The northern part of modern Cumberland and W^efl- 
moreland, including the city of Carlifle^ or rather its fite, did not become 
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name ; but Furnefs and the northern part of the county, 
as well as the fouth of Weftmoreland, with a part of 
Cumberland, are included within the Weft Riding of 
Yorkftiire. That part of Lancaftiire which lies between 
the Ribble and the Merfey is fubjoined to Cheftiire, and 
part of Rutlandfhire is defcribed under the counties of 
Northampton and Lincoln. The authority of '' Domef- 
day Book " is never permitted to be called in queftion, and 
always, when it has been neceflary to diftinguifh whether 
lands were held in ancient demefne or in any other man- 
ner, recourfe has been had to " Domefday Book," and to 
that only, to determine the doubt. From this definitive 

part of the Kingdom of England till the reign of William Rufus, who in 
1092 drove out Dolfin and reftored the city. This Dolfin feems to have 
been a member of the old princely family of Northumberland, and he 
muft have held the country under Scottifti over-lord fhip. The country 
had been held by the Scottifti kings as a fief ever fince the grant by 
Eadmund the Magnificent, on the final overthrow of the old kingdom of 
Stratheclydc. But it was only under William Rufus that it became an 
integral part of England. The boundaries of his conqueft are no doubt 
reprefented by the boundaries of the ancient diocefe of Carlifle. The 
notion that the country was conquered by William the Conqueror 
in 1072, which was held by Sir Francis Palgrave when he wrote 
the Hiftory of the Englifh Commonwealth, comes only from a con- 
fufed and blundering paflage in the compiler known as Matthew 6f 
Weftminfter, who has clearly confounded William Rufus and his 
father. The miftake was pointed out by Lappenberg, and it was 
not repeated by Palgrave in his later work. That is how the cafe 
now ftands. Cumberland and Weftmoreland are not entered, becaufe 
part of the diftridls now fo called was not part of William's kingdom. 
Thofe parts of the modern counties which then formed part of York- 
fhire are entered in their proper places. Durham and Northumberland 
are left out for fome caufe which may be called * unexplained/ but 
which can hardly fail to have been becaufe they were not worth 
entering." 
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authority, from which, as from the fentence pronounced 
at domefday, or at the day of judgment, there could be 
no appeal, the name of the book is faid to have been 
derived. But Stow affigns another reafon — namely, that 
"Domefday Book" is a corruption of "Domus Dei 
Book," a title given it becaufe heretofore depofited in the 
king's Treafury, in a part of the church of Weftminfter 
or Winchefter called Domus Dei. 

In 1783 "Domefday Book" was publifhed in two vo- 
lumes, and in 181 6 a volume of Indices was printed by the 
Record Commiflion, to which a very valuable " General 
Introdudlion " was prefixed. During the latter year 
another volume appeared, containing theExon Domefday, 
comprifing Wilts, Dorfet, Somerfet, Devon and Corn- 
wall ; the Inquifitio Elienfis, relating to the property of 
the Monaftery of Ely; the Winton Domefday, com- 
prifing lands in Winchefter between 1 107 and 1 1 28, and 
the Boldon Book or Survey of the Palatinate of Durham 
in 1 183. 

The amalgamation of the State Paper Ofl5ce, but a 
few years ago, with the Record Office has been the 
means of rendering the feries of our national archives 
now an almoft complete colleftion. With the exception 
of certain documents in the Britifli Mufeum and in a few 
public libraries, moft of the public muniments of the 
realm are now placed in one Repofitory, and under the 
fupervifion of the Matter of the Rolls, 
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IBBEY Lands. Grants of Charters, &c. 
entered on the Patent Rolls, Charter Rolls and 
I Inquifitions ptft mtrttm. For lands conveyed in 
Mortmain fee Inquilitlons ad quad damnum. 
Surrenders of Religious Houfes. Entered 
on the back of the Clofe Rolls. 

Accounts, Court Money, Books of. ^em's Bench, P, S. 
1675-1837. 

Account of Moneys paid in and out of Court. Exchequer 
Bf Pleas, 1690-1775. 

Accounts, Public, Inrolments of. Exchequer Queen's 
Remembrancer. Eliz. — 1 849. 

Acts of Parliament removed by Certiorari. Chancery. 
Hen. Vn. to Geo. ill. Thefe are private ails, of which the 
titles only appear on the Parliament Rolls. 

Acknowledgments of Deeds by Married Women, Cer- 
tificates of. Common Pleas, 1834-1852. 
Do. Index, 1S34.-1852. 

Do. Day Books, 1834-1852. Purfuant to Statute 3 and 
4 Will. IV. c. 74. " An A^ for the Abolition of Fines and 
Recoveries, and for the fubftitution of more Ample modes of 
Anurance" an officer of the Common Pleas has been appointed 
under the name of Regiftrar. The office of the Regiftrar is 
in Serjeant's Inn, Fleet Street. 

i C. S, for Crown fide ; L. T. R. 
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Acquittances, Duchy of Cornwall. See ** Mifcellaneous 
Books." 

Admirals, Lord High. Appointments of, entered on the 
Patent and Vafcon Rolls. 

Admiralty. Affairs of Admiralty entered on the Clofe 
Rolls. 

Advowsons. Matters relating to Advowfons entered on 
the Clofe and Patent Rolls. 

Affidavits. Chancery^ 1615-1852. 

Affidavits of Attachment. Exchequer of Pleas^ 1780- 
1832. 

Affidavits of Debt. Exchequer ofPleas^ 1772-1838. 

Affidavits of Debt. Common Pleas^ 1 726-1838. After 
1838,7^^ " Affidavits, General." 

Affidavits of Debt. ^eerC$ Bench^ P.S. 1726-1839. 

Affidavits, General ^eerCs Benchy P. S. 1733- 1848. 

Affidavits, General. Exchequer of Pleas ^ 1840-1849. 

Affidavits, General. Common Pleas^ 1704-1849. 

Affidavits, General. In fupport of motions. ^een*s 
Bench, C, S. 17 16-1848. 
Index, 1 738-1844. 
Do. of Increafed Cofts. ^een's Benchy P. S. 1 756- 1 842. 

Affidavits of Increafe. Exchequer of Pleas j 1830-1842. 

Affidavits before the Mafters. keen's Bench^ C. S. 
1689-1737. 

Affidavits on Motion. Exchequer of Pleas ^ 1830-1842. 

Affidavits, Original. Exchequer ^ueen^s Remembrancer^ 
1572-1842. 

Affidavits of Service. Exchequer of Pleas ^ 1832-1852. 

Affidavits of Service. Common Pleas^ 1 727-1849. See 
** Deputy Keeper's 4th Report,'* Appendix ii. 

Affidavits on Warrants of Attorney for fufFering Re- 
coveries. Common Pleas y 1744- 18 34. *'Thefe are aflurances 
or proofs laid before the judges, that the parties' vouchers 
have duly figned their acknowledgments before the com- 
miffioners therein named of the Warrant of Attorney for 
fufFering the Recovery. The judge, if his lordihip approve 
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of the regularity, figns his allocatur of the affidavit of 
the acknowledgment being proved, and on this document 
the Recovery proceeds to perfeftion." See ** Deputy Keeper's 
4th Report," Appendix ii. 

Affidavits of Service of Writs. ^eetCs Bench^ P. S. 1783- 
1842. 

Agarde's Indexes to Affize Rolls, Coram Rege, De 
Banco, &c. ^een's Benchy C. S. Hen. III. to Hen. VI. See 
Appendix to 24th Report of Deputy Keeper of Public Records 
for an account of thefe Indexes. 

Aids, Matters relating to Aids, entered on the Clofe and 
Fine Rolls and to Aids of Clergy, on the Patent Rolls. For an 
Inventory of Aids, fee 2, 3, 4 and 5 " Reports of Deputy 
Keeper," Appendix ii. 

Alien Priories. Matters relating to Alien Priories en- 
tered in the Clofe and Patent Rolls. See alfo " Ancient Mif- 
cellanea." 

Almain Rolls. Chancery^ 18 Edward I. — 15 Edward III. 
Thefe Rolls relate to negotiations^ treaties and other diplo- 
matic arrangements in Germany and Flanders. The Almain 
Rolls may be regarded as a branch of the Clofe Rolls. See 
** Deputy Keeper's 2nd Report," Appendix ii. p. 45. 

Alphabet Books. See " Rules to Plead." 

Ambassadors. Matters relating to appointments, powers, 
negotiations, &c. of AmbaiTadors, entered on the Patent Rolls : 
Credentials entered on Clofe Rolls. After Henry VIII., fee 
" State Papers." 

Ancient Mifcellanea of the Exchequer ^eerCs Remem- 
brancer. Among the numerous documents comprifed under 
this heading are records relating to Ale-houfes, Alien Priories, 
Apparel, Military Expeditions into Wales, Flanders, Gafcony, 
Scotland and Ireland, the Court of Augmentations, Confpiracy 
of Babington, Bifhops' Temporalities, various Bonds, the 
Channel Iflands, Inventories of Church goods. Civil Service, 
Cuftoms, Domus Converforum, Efcheators' Accounts and 
Inquifitions, Fines and Amercements, Foreft Rolls, Hundred 
Rolls, Mines, Mint Accounts, Sheriffs' Accounts, Ulnagers' 
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Accounts, Writs of Diftringas, Subfidies, &c. See **Appendix 
to 20th Report of the Deputy-Keeper of the Public Records.** 

Answers. See ** Bills and Anfwers.** 

Answers^ Replications and Decrees. See ^'Charitable 
Ufes.'* 

Apparel, matters touching. See " Ancient Mifcellanea.** 

Appearances. Exchequer ofPleas^ 1833-1850, 

Appearance Books. Exchequer of Pleasy 1576-1850. 

Appearance Books. Exchequer ^een*s Remembrancer. 
1588-1841. 

Appearance Books,Town and Country. ^een^sBenchy P. S. 
1738-1843. 

Do. in Ejeftment. ^eerCs Bench^ P. S, 1 728-1833. 

Appearance Books, London and Middlefex. Common 
Pleas, 1735-1849. Index. 

Do. Various Counties. Common Pleas^ 1729-1849. 

Appearance and Prefentment Books. London and 
Middlefex. B. ^een^s Bench^ C. S. 1820-1822. 

Appearance and Prefentment Books. A. ^een*s Bench, 
C. S. 1725-1843. 

Arms. Grants of Arms, Blazons, &c., entered on Patent and 
Charter Rolls. 

Army. Matters relating to fitting out of Armies, entered on 
Clofe Rolls. 

Army Accounts. See " Mifcellaneous Books.** 

Array. Commiffioners of Array, entered on the Patent 
Rolls. 

Art. Matters relating to Art (efpecially in the reign of 
Henry IIL), entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Assay Roll. See " Mint.** 

Assize Rolls, Divers Counties, ^een's Bench, C. S. 25 
Henry IIL— 38 Henry VI. 

Do. Index. 1 Edward I. — 19 Henry VL See alfo 
" Coram Rege" and " Agarde's Indexes.'* 

Association Rolls. Chancery, 1696. Rolls figned by the 
Commons in 1696, with reference to the Aflaffination Plot. 

Attachment Books. Exchequer of Pleas, 1808-1832. 
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Attaindgrs. Matters relating to Attainders, entered on 
the Clore and Parliament Rolls. 

Attorney. Letters of Attorney, entered on the Patent 
Rolls. 

Attornies' Admiffion Books. Common PUas, 1775-1814. 
After this date at Common Pleas Office. 

Attornies' Admiffions. ^een'i Benchy P. S. 1749-1837, 
after 1837 in ufe at Queen's Bench. 

Attornies' Oath Roll, ^een's Bench, P. S. 1750-1842. 

Attornies, Roll or Book of. ^een's Btnck^ P. S. 1729- 
1842. 

Attornies' Certificate Book of Refidence. ^een's Bench^ 
P. S. 1785-1828, after 1828 in ufe at Queen's Bench. 

Attornies' Oath Roll. Common PUm, 1789-1843. 

AuDLEY, writings touching Lord. Su " Mifcellaneous 
Books." 

AuRUM Regins. Matters relating to the Queen's Gold, en- 
tered on the Ciofe Rolls. See " Hiftory of Exchequer," by 
Madox, pp. 240, 241. 

Awards. Entered on the Plea or Judgment Rolls of the 
different Courts ; alfb on the Decree Rolls. 



fflABINGTON, Confpiracy of. See " Ancient 
I Mifcellanea. " 

Baga de Secretis. ^een's Bench, C. S. 17 
Edward IV. — George III. Containing Pro- 
I ceedings on Attainders, &c. See " Deputy 
Keeper's Reports," 3, 4 and 5: See alfo, as an index, " Con- 
trolment Rolls." 

Bail Books. Common Pleas, 1721-1848. 
Bail Books. Exchequer of Pleas, 1830-1847. 
Bails, Entries of. ^een's Bench, P. S. 1813-1844. 
Bails by Original, ^een's Bench, P. S. 1738-1833. 
Bails, Common, ^een't Bench, P. S. 1616-1844. 
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Bails, Inrolments of the Entries of. ^een^s Benchj P. S. 
1664-18 1 3. 

Bails, Entries of. Exchequer ^een^s Remembrancer^ ^7^S' 
1842. 

Bail Files. Series I. Exchequer 0/ PleaSj 1818-1838. 
Do. Do. II. Exchequer of PleaSy 1831-1847. 

Bails upon Certiorari, Records of. ^een's Benchj C. S. 
1698-1848. 

Bails and Recognizances. Exchequer ^een*s Remembrancer^ 
1 760- 1 842. See alfo ** Recognizances." 

Bails, Special, ^een^s Benchj P. S. 1625-1834. 

Bail Books, Special, ^een's Benchj P. S. 1793-1821. 

Bails, Country, ^een^s Benchj F. S. 1 760-1831. 

Bails taken in Court. ^een*s Bench, C. S. 1 687-1 848. 

Bails, Calendar of. ^een^s Benchj C. S. i Charles I. — 13 
William III. 

Banco Placita de, &c. (or Plea Rolls). Common PleaSj 
Henry III. — 1849. 

Do. Before Edward I. See alfo " Coram Rege,'^ 
Queen's Bench. 

Banco Placita de. Index. See " Agarde's Indexes." 
The records under this heading are of various natures. Firft 
they are Plea Rolls, then when the parties join iffue they are 
called Iffue Rolls, and when the judgments are entered become 
Judgment Rolls. The entering of the judgments has been 
much negleded and the judgments have become Riders. 
The Judgment Rolls confift of two parts : i, Perfonal Plea 
Rolls or " Communia Placita ;" 2, Pleas of Land and Deeds 
inroUed called " Placita Terrae.'* An inventory of the judg- 
ment or Plea Rolls will be found in the Deputy Keeper's 3rd 
and 4th Reports, Appendix, and of the Placita Terrae in the 
3rd and 7th Reports, Appendix. 

Bankruptcy, Deeds of. See " Clofe Rolls," indexed under 
name of firft Commiffioner from 1831 to prefent time \ before 
183 1 at Bankruptcy CommifQoners' Office. 

Banishment, matters relating to, entered on the Clofe 
and Patent Rolls. 
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Bargain and Sale, Deeds of, entered on the Clofe 
Rolls. 

Bargains and Sales. See *' Church Livings." 

Bargains and Sales. Common Pleas, Thefe are entered 
on the Rolls '' Placita Terrae," which are faftened up with the 
Judgment Rolls till 25 Elizabeth, after which date they form 
diftinA rolls. 

Baronets, Creation of, entered on the Patent Rolls. 

Baron's Depofitions. See " Depofitions, &c.'* 

Benefices, Prefentations to, entered on the Patent Rolls. 

Bills, Anfwers and Depofitions. Chancery^ 1452- 1852. 
For proceedings in Filaciis, fee " Deputy Keeper's feventh 
Report," Appendix. See alfo Report 5, Appendix ii. p. 38 for 
Inventory of Bills filed 1452-1603. Indexes to above, 1673- 
1842. 

Bills, Anfwers, Depofitions, &c. Court of Star Chamber, 
See '' Deputy Keeper's 3rd Report," Appendix ii. alfo " Re- 
cord Report," 1800, p. 39. 

Bills, Anfwers, Replications and Rejoinders. Exchequer 
^eerCs Remembrancer^ Elizabeth — 1841. Aboliihed in 1841. 
For further proceedings, y^^ '' Chancery Proceedings." 

Bill Books. Chancery^ 1673-1852. 

Bill Books, Indexes. Exchequer Queen's Remembrancer^ 
Elizabeth — 1841. After 1841, fee " Chancery Indexes." 

Bills of Cofls, Taxed. Exchequer of Pleas y 1830-1856. 

Bills againfl Attornies. Common PleaSy 1771-1832. 

Do. Supplementary. Common P leas j J sltucs 11. — George IV. 

Bills againfl Prifoners. ^een's Benchj P. S. 1760-1837. 

Bills againfl Attornies. Slueen^s Benchy P. S. 1782-1832. 

Bills of Middlefex (Alphabet Books), ^een^s Bench^ P. S. 
1817-1838. 

Bills and Writs. Exchequer of Pleas ^ 3 Edward III. — 1850. 

Bishops' Returns. See *' Certificates of Inflitutions." 

Bishops' Patents. Chancery^ 1725 to prefent time. An- 
ciently entered on the Patent Rolls. See " Deputy Keeper's 
Second Report," pp. 31. 44. (At Petty Bag Office.) 

Bishops* Temporalities. See " Ancient Mifcellanea." 
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Black Book. Exchequer ^een's Remembrancer^ Henry III. 
Contains Will of Henry 11., various Treaties entered into by 
Henry II. four Bulls of Pope Alexander, Knights' Fees, Con- 
ftitution of the Royal Houfehold temp. Henry II. and feveral 
charters. 

Black Book. Exchequer Trtafurj of Receipt. Contains a 
Perpetual Calendar for finding the Dominical Letters from 
1184-1688; an Almanack with ftatements of Remarkable Oc- 
currences ; the tra£l known as the " Dialogus de Scaccario," 
and various entries relating to the Receipt of Exchequer, &c 
See Nicholfon, " Englifh Hiftorical Library," p. 1 73. There is a 
Black Book of the Irifh Exchequer. 

Black Book. See " Vetus Codex." 

Books of entries of Fines and Recoveries. Common Pleas^ 
1611-1834. 

Bonds. Exchequer Firjl Fruits and Tenths, 1658-1820. 

Bonds of Receivers-General, &c. Exchequer Queen's Re- 
membrancer. 1 700-1 842. 

Brevia Regia. Chancery, 9 Charles I. — 24 George IIL 
Confift of Writs of Ad quod Damnum, Dedimufes to fwear 
Mafters Extraordinary in Chancery, Juftices of the Peace and 
Sheriff, Certioraris to remove records, &c. 



lAMBRIDGE Univerfity. See " Mifcellaneous 

n Books." 

Cardinal's Bundles or Inquifidons. Chancery^ 
I Henry VIII. Confift of InquiGtions taken of the 
I feveral Monafteries, &c. furrendered to Cardinal 
Wolfey, and Inquifitions taken after the Cardinal's death. 

Cardinal College, colle^ions relating to. Exchequer 
Treafury of Receipt, Henry V HI. 

Cart.« Antiquae. Augmentations, various dates. 
Cart.« Mifcellanea. Augmentations, various dates. 
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CART-ffi Antiqux. Chancery ^ Saxon period Henry III. Con- 
fift of mifcellaneous exemplifications^ and are the earlieft of the 
Chancery Records, being Grants and Charters dating from the 
time of Ethelbert. See " Reports of Deputy Keeper of Public 
Records," 2, 27 and 29, Appendix, alfo AylofFe's "Calendar,'* 
p. xlviii. ; Bayley " Hiftory of Tower of London," p. 219. 

Capias, Praecipes for Writs, &c. Common Pleas^ 1800- 
1849. See " Deputy Keeper's 4th Report," Appendix ii. 

Caption of Seifln. Exchequer ^ueen*s Remembrancer^ 
Edward III. 

Cause Papers. Exchequer ^een* s Remembrancer^ 1 69 T - 1 84 1 . 

Cause Books (Regiftrars). Chancery^ 1 735-1848. 

Cause Papers. Chancery y 1806- 1843. 

Cause Term Books. Chancery ^ 1662- 1800. 

Certificates, &c. Exchequer Land Revenue Dep\ Cer- 
tificates and Anfwers from Minifters of Parifhes as to the 
Foundations and Endowments of Chantries, Hofpitals, Colleges, 
&c. Alfo Certificates relating to the Companies of the City of 
London. 

Certificate Books of Attornies' Admiffions. Common 
Pleasy 1 786-1843. 

Certificates of Inftitutions, called Bifhops' Returns, certi- 
fying the indudion of clerks to livings. Exchequer Firji Fruits 
andTenthsy 1558-1843. 

Certificates of Statutes Staple. Chancery^ 21 Henry 
VIII.— 24 Charles I. 

Certificates of Livings under ;^50. Exchequer FirJi 
Fruits and Tenths^ 5 Anne. 

Certificates of Colleges. See ** Colleges," &c. 

Certiorari Bundles. Chancery^ 6 Henry VIII. — 40 George 
III. Confifl of Afts of Parliament removed by Certiorari and 
a few Judgments removed from the Star Chamber and other 
courts at various periods. 

Chancellors' Rolls. Exchequer L. T, R, and Pipe, 36 
Henry III.— 3 William IV. 

Chancery and Chancellors. Matters relating to, are 
entered on the Clofe Rolls. 
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Chancery Proceedings. See " Bills, Anfwers, &c." 

Do. Mifcellaneous. Chancery^ Henry VI. — Charles II. 

Channel Iflands. See " Ancient Mifcellanea." 

Chapter Houfe Records. See " Deputy Keeper's 21ft 
Report," Appendix. Thefe records now belong to the Exche- 
quer Treafury of Receipt. 

Charitable Ufes Commiffions. Inquifitions and Decrees 
of Commiffioners of, purfuant to Stat. 43 Elizabeth, c. 4. 
Chancery^ Elizabeth — 1743. Conveyances for Charitable Ufes 
are entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Charters and Deeds. Augmentations^ various dates. 

Charters of Edward III. and Black Prince. See ** Ex- 
chequer of Receipt." 

Charter Rolls. Chancery^ John — Henry VIII. Confift of 
Grant of Privileges to Cities, &c., Grants of manors, &c., pri- 
vileges to religious houfes, &c. After 8 Henry VHI. grants 
from the Crown were made in the form of Letters Patent, and 
are on the Patent Rolls. See Introdu£lion to the printed volume 
" Rotuli Chartarum" and " Deputy Keeper's Reports " 2, 3, 
29 and 30, Appendix. 

Chartularies and Leidger Books. Exchequer ^een's 
Remembrancer. 

Do. Augmentations Dep*. See " Deputy Keeper's 

8th Report," Appendix ii. 

Chivalry, Court of, matters relating to, entered on the 
Clofe and Patent Rolls. See " Deputy Keeper's 3rd Report," 
Appendix ii. Records of this court will be found at the 
Herald's College. 

The Court of Chivalry was anciently held as a court of 
honour merely, before the Earl-Marfhal, and as a criminal court 
before the Lord High Conftable, jointly with the Earl-Marfhal. 
It had jurifdidion as to contra£ls and other matters touching 
deeds of arms or war, as well as pleas of life or member. It 
alfo correfted encroachments in matters of coat-armour, pre- 
cedency, and other diftin6lions of families. It has now grown 
entirely out of ufe, on account of the feeblenefs of its jurifdiftion 
and want of power to enforce its judgments, as it could neither 
fine nor imprifon, not being a court of record. 
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Churches. Valuation of. See Taxation Roll. 

Church Livings, Parliamentary Surveys of, temp. Com- 
monwealth, at Lambeth Palace. Bargain and Sales of Church 
Livings, fame d^Ltty/ee Clofe Rolls. 

Cinque Ports. Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe 
Rolls. 

Civil Service. See *' Ancient Mifcellanea." 

Close Rolls. CA^wr^ry, 1204-5 — 1870. 5^^ "Deputy Keeper's 
2nd Report;" "Introdudion to the Clofe Rolls," by Sir 
Thomas Hardy. For Awards of Inclofure Commiffioners, fee 
"Deputy Keeper's 27th Report," Appendix. 

Coinage, matters relating to, entered on the early Clofe 
Rolls ; alfo on the Patent Rolls. 

Colleges, matters relating to, entered on the Patent Rolls. 

Colleges and Chantries, certificates of. Augmentations^ 
Henry VIIL— Edward VL 

Commission Books. Entries of fpecial Commiffions, and 
Commiffions for taking Depofitions. Index, Series L 

Exchequer ^ueen^s Remembrancer ^ 16 Elizabeth — 1840. 

Do. Series IL 15 Elizabeth — 4 James IL 

Commissions, Inquifitions and Decrees. See ^^ Charitable 
Ufes." 

Commission, Special. Chancery ^ James L to prefent time. 
To inquire of Eftates Forfeited or Efcheated to the Crown 
with the inquifitions and traverfes thereon. 

Common Rolls. See " Banco, Placita de." 

Composition Books. Exchequer Firji Fruits and Tenths^ 

1537-1795- 
Comptrollers' Payments. Exchequer FirJi Fruits and 

Tenths J 1 681-1799. 
Concords of Fines. See "Fines, Concords of." 
Confirmation Rolls. Chancery y 1 Richard III. — 12 James I. 
Confift of Confirmations of Charters to Cities, Boroughs, and 
to various corporate bodies and private perfons. Before the 
reign of Richard III. Confirmations were entered on the Patent 
and Charter Rolls. Since the date of 12 James I. all Confir- 
mations have been enrolled promifcuoufly with other Patents 

F 
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on the Patent Rolls. See " Deputy Keeper's 4th Report," Ap- 
pendix. 

CoNTROLMENT Rolls. ^eerC s Bench^ C. S. i Edward III. — 
1843. Minutes of the Chief Proceedings in Crown Caufes. 

Convicts' Returns, ^ueen^s Benchy C. S. 1 785-1827. 

Coram Rege, &c. keen's Benchy C. S. Richard I. — 1701-2. 
*^* At this date the Plea Rolls were feparated from the Crown 
Rolls. See «' Judgment or Plea Rolls." 

Coram Rege, now called Crown Rolls, keen's Benchj 
C. S. 1701-2 — 1848. Contain all Indidments, Informations, 
and other fimilar proceedings to which the parties have pleaded. 

Coram Rege Rolls. See " Judgment Rolls." 

Corn, Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe and 
Patent Rolls. 

Cornwall, Duchy of, Mifcellaneous Accounts of, &c. 
Augmentations^ Elizabeth — Charles II. 

Cornwall, Survey of. Exchequer ^een's Remembrancer^ 
II Edward III. 

Coronation Rolls. Chancery y i Edward II. — Vi<aoria. 
This feries is imperfeS. The Rolls contain the commiffions 
and proceedings of the CommifHoners appointed to hear and 
determine claims of fervice to be performed at coronations, and 
the oath taken and declaration made and (igned by the King 
or Queen when crowned. Coronation matters are alfo to be 
found entered on the early Clofe Rolls. See ** Deputy Keeper's 
2nd Report," Appendix ii. 

Coroners, matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Counterparts of Leafes. See " Leafes," &c. 

County Bags (England and Wales). Exchequer Trea/ury of 
Receipty Henry III. — Charles II. See "21ft Report," Appendix. 

County Placita, Brevia Regia, &c. Chanceryy Edward I. — 
Edward IV. 

Court Rolls. (OfCrown Manors only.) Chancery yiyEdv^^ucd 
I. — 1687. See "Deputy Keeper's 2nd Report," Appendix ii. 

Court or Manor Rolls. Augmentations yEdw^rd I. — Charles I. 

Court Rolls. See " Welfh Records." 

Creations of Nobility. Entered on the Patent and 
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Charter Rolls. See Appendix to " Report on the Dignity of a 
Peer of the Realm." 

Crown Lands. For Grants and Leafes,^^* Patent Rolls ; 
for the deeds conveying Crown Lands by Bargain and Sale,y/f 
Clofe Rolls. All conveyances and leafes of Crown Lands are 
now made under the hands and feals of the CommilEoners of 
Woods and Foreits, and enrolled at the Office of Land 
Revenue Records and Enrolments. 

Crown Rolls. See ** Coram R^e." 

Crusades, matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Curia Regis Rolls. Exchequer Jreafurj of Receipt, Rich- 
ard I. — Henry III, Thefe Rolls are printed from 6 Richard 
I. to I John in 2 vols., under the title of " Rotuli Curiae 



Jay Books of Receipts of Tenths. Exchequer 
I Fir/i Fruits and Tenths, Canterbury, 1718-1838 ; 
I York, 1717-1839. 

Declarations. Exchequer of Pleas, 1820- 
1850. 
Declarations, ^een's Beach, ?. S. 1781-1842. 

Do. in Ejcflmcnt ^een's Bench, P. S. 1728-1848. 
Declarations in EjeSment. Common Pleas, 1704.-1842. 
See " Deputy Keeper's 4th Report," Appendix ii. 

Declarations againft Prifoners. Common Pleas, 1706- 
1849. See " Deputy Keeper's 4th Report," Appendix ii. 
Decrees Enrolled. See " Charitable Ufes." 
Decrees and Orders, Entry Books of. Chancery, Henry 
VIII, — 1799. Contain Decrees and Difmiffions of the Court 
of Chancery. After 1799 at the Report Office. 

Decrees and Orders, Original, and Entry Books of. Ex- 
chequer Queen's Remembrancer, 1580-1841. 

Decrees and Orders, Index. 1 Elizabeth — 31 Charles II. 
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Decrees, Index. 28 Charles 11. — 1841. 
Orders, Index, 1 686-1 841. 

Decrees, Enrolments of. Chancery^ Henry VIII. to prefent 
time. This feries only contains fuch Records as were ordered 
to be enrolled for certain purpofes. 

De Diem claufit Extremum, Writs of. See " Fine Rolls.'* 

Deeds Enrolled. See « Clofe Rolls." 

Deeds Enrolled, ^een^s Bench j P. S. 5^^ *' Judgment 
Rolls." 

Deeds enrolled. Common Pleas, Before Eaft. 25 Elizabeth) 
fee "Common Rolls;" Eaft. 25 Elizabeth to Hil. 1834,7^^ 
" Recovery Rolls ; " Eaft. 1834, to March, 1837, fee " Pleas 
of Land; " Hil. 1838, to March, 1849,7^^ " Common Rolls." 

Deeds enrolled, Indices. 

See " Doggett Rolls" before 1595. 

" Special Remembrance Rolls," 1595 to 1648. 

" Doggett Rolls," 1648 to 1655. 

" Doggett Books," 1655 to 1848, under the head of 

** Special Remembrances." 

Denizations, Grants of, entered on the Patent Rolls. 

Deodands, matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Depositions taken before the Barons, called '^ Barons' Depo- 
fitions." Alfo Depofitions taken by Commiilion. Exchequer 
Queen's Remembrancer ^ Elizabeth — 1841. 

Disentailing Affurances, 183410 1870. See^^ Clofe Rolls;" 
before 1834, y^^ " Recoveries," Common Pleas. 

Dispensation Rolls. Chancery^ 37 Elizabeth — 20 George 
II. They do not run regularly. Thefe Rolls contain the Dif- 
penfations and Faculties which paiTed the Great Seal. 

Docket Rolls. See " Welfh Records.'* 

Doggett Books. Exchequer ofPleas^ i Elizabeth — 1849. 
See " Judgment Rolls Repertories," from Edward IV. to 
Henry VII. 

Doggett Books. Common Pleas^ 1692-1849. See '* Deputy 
Keeper's 2nd Report," Appendix ii. 

Doggett Books, Great, ^een^s Bench^ C. S. 6 Charles 

I.-1843. 
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DoGGETT Books of Judgments. ^eerCs Bench^ P. S. 1656- 
1839 ; ceafein 1839 and entries continued in" Judgment Day 
Books." Before i6s6,/ee « Doggett Rolls." 

DoGGETT Papers, Calendar of. ^eerCs Bench^ P. S. 9 
Charles I. — 27 George II. 

Doggett Rolls. S^ueen^s Benefit P. S. 1 390-1 655. (After 
i6s5^/ee " Doggett Books.") 

Doggett Rolls. (Special Remembrancer Rolls.) ^een^s 
Benchj P. S. 1595-1648. For continuation, fee " Doggett 
Books." 

Doggett Rolls, Index, ^eerCs Bench^ i Henry VIII. — 
1849. 

Duchy of Lancafter Records. Thefe valuable documents 
were prefented by Her Majefty in 1868 to the nation, and are 
now depofited in the Record Office. They are, however, 
entirely diftinft from the Palatinate Records, " which, though 
public^ are purely local, while the Duchy muniments, though 
private y concern the government and jurifdidlion of the entire 
dominion of the Duchy, and embrace the county palatine as a 
fubordinate regality." For a fketch of the hiftory of the 
Duchy of Lancafter, and for a lift of the principal manufcripts 
and documents in the coUeftion of the Records of the Duchy, 
fee 30th, 31ft, 32nd, and 33rd " Reports of Deputy Keeper 
of Public Records." 

Durham Records. By the Public Records Aft, i and 2 
Vi£t. c. 94, the Records of the then lately aboliflied Courts of 
the Palatinate of Durham were placed under the charge of the 
Mafter of the Rolls, and are now among the archives of the 
Record Office. For afketch of the hiftory of the Palatinate, 
and for the documents comprifed in the coUeSion of the Durham 
Records, y^^ " Reports of the Deputy Keeper," 29, 30, 31 
(App.) 32 (App.), 33 (App.) 



7° 



Public Records, 




IRROR, Tranfcripts of Records in. fern's Bench, 
™ P. S. George III. and George IV. 

Error, Writs of. Entered on the Clofe Rolls. 
Error, Writs and Judgments in (from Ire- 
! land), ^itn's Bench, C. S. 10 George II.— 
14 George III. 

Error, Writs of. ^een's Bench, C. S. 1698-1741. 

Error, Tranfcripts of Records in. ^een's Bench, C. S. 
1750-1797. 

EscHEATORs' Accounts, Enrolments of. Exchequer L. T. R. 
and Pipe, 33 Edward I. — 22 James I. See alfo " Ancient 
Mifcellanea." 

EscHEAToRs, Appointments of. Entered on the Fine Rolls. 

Escheats, Chancery. John — Charles II. See Cooper on 
" Public Records," vol. i. pp. 332-341. Nicholas on " Public 
Records," pp. 77-79; and Grimaldi, p. 144. 

Escheats. Entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Essoin Rolls, ^een's Bench, P. S. 3 Henry VII.— 40 
George III. 

Essoin Rolls. Common Pleas, 10 Henry III. — 38 George III. 
Containing the excufes for thofe who do not appear in Court 
according to the fummons of the writ. Thefe Rolls may be 
conlidered as partial indices to the a£tions entered on the 
liTue or Judgment Rolls. See " Deputy Keeper's and Report," 
Appendix ii. 

Estreats. Exchequer L. T. R. and Pipe, $ Edward VI. — 5 
William IV. An Efhreat is the true extra£t, copy, or note of 
fome original writing or record, and efpeciaily of recognizances, 
fines, amercements, &c., entered on the rolls of a court to be 
levied by the bailiff or other officer. 

Estreats of Fines and Recognizances, ^een's Bench, 
C. S. 1677-1833- 

Estreats of Forfeited Recognizances, ^een's Bench, 
C. S. 1603-1832. 
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Estreat Rolls. See " Welfh Records." 

ExANNUAL Rolls. Exchequer L. T, R. and Pipe^ Edward 
I. — 4 George III. 

Exchange Rolls. Chancery^ 6-17 Richard II. j 2-14 
Henry IV. ; i — 12 Henry VI. See " Deputy Keeper's 2nd 
Report," Appendix ii. 

Exchequer, matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Exchequer of Receipt, viz. : — 

Pells. 
Auditors. 
Among thefe documents are Aflignment Books, Blood Money 
Certificates, Declaration Books. {See 2nd and 6th " Reports," 
Appendix.) The Liberate Rolls (Henry III. and Edward I.), 
Norman Pipe Roll, Barons' Letter, Charters of Edward III. 
and the Black Prince, Papal Bulls and Briefs {fee 2nd, 3rd, and 
4th Reports," Appendix), Pells' Iflue Rolls, Receipt Rolls, 
Impreft Books (fee^ 7th " Report," Appendix ii.), Iflue Books, 
Patent Books, Privy Seal Books {fee 4th and 5th Reports," 
Appendix), Warrant Books and Order Books, Tellers' Bills, 
Original Privy Seals, Gentleman Penfioners Rolls, Account 
Books, Bills of the Day, Forms relating to Exchequer Bills, &c. 
&c. {See Appendices to 20th and 24th " Reports of Deputy 
Keeper of the Public Records," alfo the 29th " Report.") 

Exchequer of Receipt. Treafury» See 24th " Report of the 
Deputy Keeper of Public Records" for the documents belong- 
ing to this Court. 

■Exhibits. ^eerCs Remembrancer, various dates. 

Extents and Inquifitions, &c. ^een^s Remembrancer^ 1685- 
1842. 

Extract Rolls. Chancery^ 45 Henry III. — 6 Richard II. 
Contain abftra£ls, from the Chttrter, Patent and other Rolls, of 
Grants from the Crown. See " Deputy Keeper's 2nd Report," 
Appendix ii. 

Extract Rolls. ^een^s Bench^ P. S. Edward II. — 
Henry V. 



72 



Public Records. 




fAIRS, Grants of, entered on the Patent suid 
Charter Rolls. 

Fee Farm Rents. Augmentations, Common- 
wealth. See " Deputy Keeper's 2oth Report" 
Do. Chancery, 8-13 Charles 

I. and 22 Charles II. 

Fee Farms. Accounts of Fee-^m Rents entered on the 
Pipe Rolls. 

Feet of Fines. See " Fines, Feet of." 

Fiats, ^een's Bench, C. S. 1732-1837. 

Fine Rolls. Chancery, 6 John — 23 Charles I. Contain 
accounts of Fines paid to the King for licenfes to alienate lands, 
for exoneration of knighthood, for wardfliips, fafe conduct and 
pardons, for patents to efcheators, cuftomers, &c., for writs de 
diem claulit extremum, &c. See " Deputy Keeper's 2nd 
Report," Appendix iL 

Fines and Amerciaments (Wales). Exchequer ^een'i 
Remembrancer^ 1681-1827. 

Fives and Recoveries, Enrolments of Writs for. Common 
Pleas, 23-24 Elizabeth — 10 Anne. 

Fines and Recoveries for Wales to 1830. See " Welfti 
Records in the Public Record Office." From 1830 to 
i^ZAifi' " Fines and Recoveries," Common Pleas Records. 

Fines, Concords of. Common Pleas, 1 Elizabeth — 6 William 
IV. 

Fines, Feet of. Common PJeas, Henry II. to 1834. In 
i834aboliflied. See "Acknowledgments of Deeds by Married 
Women." 

There were five efTendal parts to the levying of a fine : — (i) 
The original writ of right, ufually of covenant, iflued out of 
the Common Pleas againft the conufor, and the praecipe, which 
was a fummary of the writ and upon which the fine was levied ; 
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(2) the royal licenfe {licentia concordandi) for the levying of the 
fine, for which the Crown was paid a fum of money called 
King's filver, which was the poft-fine, as diftinguifhed from the 
prae-fine, which was due on the writ ; (3) the conufance, or con- 
cord itfelf, which was the agreement expreffing the terms of the 
aiTurance, and was indeed the conveyance ; (4) the note of the 
fine, which was an abftra6l of the original contrail or concord ; 
(5) the foot of the fine, or the lafl part of it, which contained 
all the matter, the day, year, and place, and before what juilices 
it had been levied. A fine was faid to be engrofTed when the 
chirographer made the indentures of the fine and delivered them 
to the party to whom the conufance was made. The chiro- 
graph or indentures were evidence of the fine. Fines and 
Recoveries were abolifhed by Stat. 3 and 4 William IV. c. 74/ 
See ** King's Silver Books." 

Fines, Feet of, and Placlta de Banco. Common Pleas^ Richard 
I. — Henry VIII. Index for certain counties (Jee Appendix, 
24th " Report,'* p. 26). 

Fines, Rolls of, called " Pofl Fines." Exchequer L. T. R, 
and Pipe, 38 Elizabeth — 1837. 

Fisheries, matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Fleets, matters relating to. Entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Foreign Accounts, Enrolments of. Exchequer^ L. T, R. 
and Pipe. Henry III. — Charles II. 

Forest Rolls. Chancery^ John — Charles I. See " Deputy 
Keeper's 5th Report," Appendix. 

Forest Rolls. Exchequer, Treafury of Receipt^ Edward I. — 
Charles II. See " 21ft Report," Appendix. 

Forest Rolls. See « Welfh Records." 

Franchises, matters relating to. Entered on the '^ Memo- 
randa Rolls." 

French Rolls. Chancery, 26 Henry III. to Charles I. See 
" Deputy Keeper's 2nd and 3rd Reports," Appendix. 
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|AOL Delivery Rolls, ^een't Bench, C. S. 
T 4 Edward I. — 38 Henry VI, Index to ditto, 
I 28 Edward I. — 19 Henry VI, 

Gascon Rolls. Chancery, 26 Henry III, — 
I 7 Edward IV. Relate to Gafcony while under 
the dominion of England. See " Carte's Catalogue." 

Gavelkind, matters relating to, entered on the Clofe 
Rolls. 

Genealogy, matters relating to. See " Inquifitions po/l 
mortem," *' Fine Rolls," and " Chancery Proceedings." 

Golden Bull. Exchequer, Treafury of Receipt. Bull of 
Clement VII. confirming the title of Defender of the Faith to 
Henry VIII. Called the Golden Bull from its havinga feal of 
folid gold. 

Grants, Particulars for. Augmentations, Henry VIII. — 
James I. 

Grants and Inquifitions. Exchequer, ^een's Remembrancer, 
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5JABEAS Corpus. Writs entered on the Clofe 
I Rolls. 

Henry the Eighth, Will of. See " Mifcel- 
I laneous Books." 

Heretics, matters relating to, entered on the 
Clofe Rolls. 

Homage, matters relating to, entered on the Clofe 
Rolls. 

Homage Rolls. Chancery, Edward I. The Homage 
Roll is called the Ragman Roll, on which are recorded the 
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inftruments of homage and fealty to Edward I. fworn by the 
clergy and barons of Scotland. 

Household, Royal, matters relating to, entered on the 
Clofe Rolls. 
Household Books. Chancery^ Henry VIII. — Edward VI. 
Household and Wardrobe Accounts. Exchequer : — 

Houfehold Rolls. Exchequer of Receipt^ Henry III., 
Edward I., II. 

Houfehold Books. Exchequer of Receipt^ Prince Charles 
(Charles I.) 

Wardrobe Accounts. ^eerCs Remembrancer ^ Edward I. 
and II. 

Do. Pipe Department^ Edward II. — James I. 

Liber Garderobe. Treafury of Receipt^ Edward III. 
Accounts of the Great Wardrobe. Treafury of Receipt^ 
Henry VII. and VIII. See ** Deputy Keeper's 7th Report," 
Appendix. 

Receipts of the Wardrobe. Land Revenue Department^ 
7 Edward I. 

Accounts of Wardrobes, Jewels, &c. Land Revenue De- 
part?nent^ Edward VI., Elizabeth, &c. The Wardrobe was 
abolifhed in 1782. 

Hundred Rolls. Chancery^ Edward I. — Edward II. Thefe 
Rolls " afford evidence upon the oath of a jury of each 
hundred and town in every county (Bedford, Buckingham, 
Cambridge, Oxford and Huntingdon are, however, the only 
counties now poiTeffing this evidence) of all the demefne lands 
of the Crown, whether ancient or newly acquired by efcheat or 
purchafe ; manors, &c. formerly in the hands of the Crown, 
the perfons holding the fame, the authority and how alienated," 
&c. The whole of the Hundred Rolls are printed in two 
folio volumes. See Preface to thofe volumes. 
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IDIOTS and Lunatics, matters relating to, 
entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Imprest Accounts, Entries of. Exchequer 
^un't Remembranctr, 1707-1834. 
Imprest Books. See " Exchequer of Re- 
ceipt." 

Inclositrbs. Awards are entered on the Judgment or 
Plea Rolls of each Court among the Deeds. See " Deputy 
Keeper's 7th Report," Appendix. 

Indentures. Entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Indictment Rolls. See " Welfli Records." 

Indictments, London and Middlefex and Out Counties. 
^ten's Bench, C. S. 1675-1848. Index to,y;* " Controlmcnt 
Rolls " and " Pye Books." 

Informations, Excife. Exchequer ^ten's Rememhraneery 
George III.— 1838. 

Inquiries, Writs of. Comman Pleas^ 1650-1854. 

Inquisitions, Poji mortem^ on Prifoncrs in the Queen's 
Bench, ^len's Bench, C. S. 1746-1838. 

Inquisitions, ad quod damnum. Chancery, Henry III. — 39 
Henry VIII. Taken by virtue of writs direded to the 
efcheator of each county when any grant of a market, fair, or 
other privilege was demanded, to inquire whether fuch grant 
would be prejudicial to the interefts of the King or of any of his 
fubje£ls. See Nicholas on the " Public Records," pp. 43,44} 
Cooper, vol. i. p. 296 } and Grimaldi, p. 219. 

I NQUisiTiONS pq/i mortem. See " Efcheats." Thefe Inquill- 
tions contain the inquiries on oath of what lands any particular 
perfon died feized of, and by what rents or fervices fuch lands 
were held, who was the next heir and what was his age. For 
Calendar of Heirs extraSed from Inquiittions, i and 2 
Edward Il.y** " Deputy Keeper's 32nd Report," Appendix. 
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Institution Sooks. Exchequer, Firft Fruiti and Tenths. 
Series A, 1556-1660. 
Series B, 1660-1816. 
Series C, 1660-1836. 
Interrogatories, Contempts and Anfwers, on Attach- 
ments, ^ueen't Bench, C. S. 1701-1838. 

Invasions, matters relating to, entered on the Clofe 
md Patent Rolls. 
Inventions. See" Specification Rolls." 
Ireland, matters relating to, entered on the Clofe and 
Patent Rolls. See alfo " Irifli Rolls." 
Irish Rolls. Chancery, i & 47 to 50 Edward III. 
Issue Books. See ** Exchequer of Receipt" 
Issue Rolls. See " Judgment Rolls." 




iEWEL Rolls. Exchequer of Receipt, Elizabeth. 
] Account of the Jewels of Henry VI. Treafury 

.fR.,,!fl. 
] Accounts of the Jewel Houfe 24 Henry Vlll. 
Treafury cf Receipt. 
Jewels, Inventory of the Jewels of Queen Ann of 
Denmark. Land Revenue Department. 

Do. Inventory of Jewels of Charles I. pawned in the 

Low Countries, Land Revenue Department. 

Jews' Rolls. Exchequer ^een's Remembrancer. Memoranda 
Rolls of the Exchequer of the Jews, on which are enrolled, 
" ElTonia, Placita et Starra." 

Jews' Rolls. Exchequer cf Receipt, Henry III. and 
Edward I. 

Do. Exchequer of Pleas. Pleadings before 

the Jufticcs of the Jews from 3 Henry III. 

Jews. Chancery, 19 Edward I. The Roll of Taxation deals 
with the houfes and property of Jews. Matters concerning the 
Jews, entered on the Clofe, Patent and Fine Rolls. 
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Judgment Books, Special Common Pleas, 14 Charles II. — 

■837- 

Do. Common, Common PUas^ 1651-1837. 

Judgment, Entry Books. Exchequer of Pleas, 1830-1S49. 
Do. Index, 1830-1849. 

Judgments, Index to Entry Book of Judgments called 
*' Day Books." ^een's Bench, P. S. 1736-1848. 

Judgments, Ifliies, &c. Entry Books of. ^een't Bench, 
P. S. 1699-1848. 

Judgment Rolls. See " Banco, Placita dc.*' 

Judgment Rolls, Calendar of Enrolments. Exchequer of 
Pleas, 1293-1820. 

Judgment Rolls, Repertories. Exchequer of Pleas, Edward 
IV .-Henry VIL 

Do. Doggett Books. See " Doggett Books." 

Judgment or Plea Rolls, ^een's Bench, P. S. 1702-1848. 
%" Before I702,yi'<" Coram Rege," Crown fide. (For Awards 
of Inclofure Commiffioners,y^« Appendix "27th Report") 

Judgment Rolls or Plea Rolls. Exchequer of Pleas, 53 
Henry III. — 1849. (For Awards of Inclofure Commiffioners, 
fee Appendix " 27th Report.") 

Judgment or Plea Rolls before the Juflices of the Jews. 
Exchequer of Pleas, 3 Henry III.— 14 Edward I. 

Jury Lifts, Grand, ^een's Bench, C. S. 1747-1848. 

Justices in Eyre, Rolls of See " Welfli Records." 



i ING'S Silver Books. Common Pleas, Elizabeth. 

— 4 William IV. Thefe books contain entries 

of all Fines palTed through the office in alpha- 

I betical order of counties, and give the names of 

I the parties, the defcription of the property, and 

where iituated, the return day of the Writ of Covenant, the 
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names of the Commiflioners before whom taken, and the date 
of fuch caption, with the amount of the pre and poji Fines which 
had been paid thereon. The King's Silver Office Books 
fufFered greatly from the fire at the King's Silver Office in 
the Temple, March, 1838. 

King's Silver Enrolments. See " Banco, Placita de." 

Kirby's Queft. Exchequer y Treafury of Receipt y 35 Edward I. 
** In 35 Edward I. Adam Kirkeby or Kirby, then Treafurer, 
and his fellows, made inquiry, according to the ancient cuftom, 
by inquefts or verdi6ls of juries, concerning the tenures in capite 
throughout feveral of the {hires of England ; and the refult of 
thefe verdidls or inquefts was a volume which in fome refpe£^s 
is analogous to Domefday, inafmuch as it comprehends all the 
immediate military tenants of the Crown." In the Queen's 
Remembrancer Department there is an Inqueft ftyled "Kirkby's 
Inqueft.'* 

Knights. Fines for exoneration from Knighthood entered 
on the Fine Rolls. Matters relating to Knight Service and to 
the Knights Hofpitallers and Templars entered on the Clofe 
Rolls. 

Knights' Fees. See " Black and Red Books of the Ex- 
chequer" and ** Tefta de Nevill." 




ANCASTER, Duchy of 5^^ Duchy ofLancafter. 
Land and Aflefled Tax Accounts, Entries of. 
Exchequer ^een*5 Remembrancer^ 1 689-1 850 ; 
before i6i()y/ee *' Subfidies." 

Lands, matters relating to, entered on 
Patent, Fine, Clofe, Confirmation, Liberate and Hundred 
Rolls. See alfo " Inquifitions " and " Domefday Book." 

Land Revenue Department, Records of See '* Record Re- 
port of 1800," pp. 169-205. 

Latitats, Entry Books of. ^een*s Bench^ P. S. 1785, 
1842. 
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Latitats, Enrolments of the Iffue of. ^een*s Bench^ P. S. 
1630- 1 823. Latitat (he lies hid)j a writ, whereby all perfons 
were originally fummoned to anfwer in perfonal actions in the 
Queen's Bench ; fo called becaufe it is fuppofed by the writ 
that the defendant lurks and lies hid, and cannot be found in 
the county of Middlefex (in which the Court is hoi den) to be 
taken by bill, but has gone into fome other county to the 
{herifF of which this writ was diredled to apprehend him 
there. 

Laws, matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Leases. Exchequer Z. T, R, and Pipe^ 1604-1822. 

Leases, Conventual. Augmentations ^ various dates. 

Leases, Counterparts of Crown Leafes. Exchequer S^ueen^s 
Remembrancer^ 1677-1831. 

Leases, Particulars for. Augmentations^ Henry VIIL — 
James L 

Ledgers, Cant, and York. Exchequer Firji Fruits and 
Tenths, 1658-1838. 

Liberate Rolls. Chancery^ 2 John — 14 Henry VL Con- 
fift of Precepts dire£ting the payment of fums of money or for 
a iherifF to deliver poiTei&on of lands or goods which had been 
extended. See Bayley, *' Hiftory of Tower of London," 
p. 222; alfo Grimaldi, p. 136. The Rolls of John contain 
various matters conne£^ed with the expenditure of the Royal 
Houfehold. See alfo " Exchequer of Receipt." 

Licences and Pardons. Common Pleas y Alienation Office^ 
1571-^650. 

Lollards, matters relating to, entered on the Patent 
Rolls. 

Lunacy Commiffioners, &c. Chancery^ Charles L — 1783. 
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lAINPRISE Rolls. See " Welfli Records." 

Manors, Matters relating to. See Inquifitions 
I poji martem. Court Rolls 2nd Decree Rolls. 

Manufactures, Matters relating to, entered 
] on the Clofe Rolls. 
Marshal's Surrender and Cotnmittitur Books, ^een's 
SmcA.P.S.— 1719-1838. 

Memoranda Rolls. Exchequer L. T. R.andPtpe^ 1 Henry 
III.— 3 and 4 WilUam IV. 

Memoranda Rolls. Exchequer ^een's Remembrancer^ i 
Henry III, — 1850. (For Awards of Inclofure Commiffioners, 
y^f Appendix 27th Report.) Memoranda /na>Ar«^ called "Agenda 
Books," 35 Henry VHI.— 1848. 

Thefe rolls contain writs of fcire facias and proceedings 
thereon for recovery of debts due to the Crown ( writs of Ex- 
tents } fpecial commiffions ; commiflions of inquiry ; forfeitures 
arifing to the Crown ; tranfcripts of outlawries ; recognizances ; 
grants and patents under the great and privy feals ; warrants 
and conftitutions under the fign manual ; numerous orders,' 
decrees, and proceedings in equity on EngliQi informations and 
bills — in fhort, enrolments of all the bufinefs of weight done in 
the office. See Report of the Lords* Committees, April 1719, 
pp. 54, 76; Madox' Hift. of Exchequer, vol. ii. p. 114; Jones's 
" Index to the Originalia and Memoranda," Preface, p. xxxi. j 
and " Cooper on the Public Records," vol. ii. pp. 331-6. 

Memorials of Annuity Deeds. Chancery, 1813-1854. 
Before 1813 fee " Clofe Rolls," after 1854 fee Common 
Pleas, "Regifters of Judgments." 

Mines. Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe and Patent 
Rolls. 

Ministers' Accounts of the King's Revenues. Henry III. 
to 7 Henry VIII, Court ef Exchequer. Accounts of all lands 
in the hands of the Crown. 

Do. 7 Henry VIII. to 27 Henry VIII. Ex- 
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chequer Court of General Surveyors. Lands purchafed, attainted, 
or exchanged, and Crown lands. 

Do. 27 & 28 Henry VIII. to 37 & 38 Henry 

VIII. Exchequer Court of Augmentations, PofTeffions of the 
diiTolved Monafteries and Lands purchafed or exchanged. 

Do. Exchequer Court of General Surveyors. Lands 

attainted and Ancient Crown Lands. 

Do. 38 Henry VIII. to i Mary. Exchequer New 

Court of Augmentations^ with which the Court of General Sur- 
veyors was amalgamated. 

Do. I Mary to Charles II. Court of Exchequer. 

After Charles II. at Land Revenue Record Office. 
Ministers' Accounts. See *' WeWh Records." 
Mint : — 

Indenture between the Queen and Sir Ifaac Newton, 1702. 
Exchequer Queen's Remembrancer. 
A flay Roll. Treafury of Receipt. Edward I. 
Indentures between the Sovereign and Maflers of the Mint. 
Treafury of Receipt, Edward III.— Charles I. 

Rolls of the Trial of the Pix, &c. 
Minute Books. Exchequer L, T. R, and Pipe, 3 James 
II. — 35 George III. 

Minute Books. Chancery. 1639- 1700. 
Minute Books. Exchequer of Pleas, 1657-1830. 
Minute Books. Exchequer Chamber, Exchequer keen's 
Remembrancer. 1695-1841. 

Minute Books. Common, Exchequer ^een^s Remem^ 
hrancer^ 1616-1821. After 1821 at Exchequer Office. 

Mis^ Roll. Chancery ,^ 1 1 John. Contains account of the 
expenfes of the Court of King John during the nth year of 
his reign. 

Miscellaneous Books. Augmentations^ various dates. Un- 
der this title are comprifed ** Acquittances, Duchy of Corn- 
wall," James I.— Charles I. ; " Acfts of Parliament for Pur- 
chafe and Exchange of Lands and for eftablifliing Court of 
Augmentations," 3 to 28 Henry VIII. ; " Army Accounts,'* 
5 Henry VIII. and 1647- 1650; <* Writings touching Lord 
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Audley," 36 Henry VIII,— 39 Elizabeth;" Henry the Eighth's 
Scheme of Bilhoprics ;" " Will of Henry VIII. ;" " Survey of 
Calais," 1556; "Oxford and Cambridge Univeriitjes," 37 
Henry VIII. ; " Foundations and PolTelBons of Colleges," 
Henry VIII. 1 and various volumes of Depofttions, Surveys of 
Lands, Entries of Indentures, Copies of Leafes (for Calendar 
of Crown Leafes fee Appendix to 25th Report) ; Accounts of 
the King's Ships, and the like. 

Miscellaneous Books. Chapter Hmtfe. Set "21ft Re- 
port," Appendix. 

Miscellaneous Rolls. Exchequer, Treafury of Receipt. . 
Edward I.— Charles H. Thefe Rolls confift of Court Rolls, 
Warrants, Privy Signets, Indentures, Petitions, Exemplifica- 
tions of Grants, Depositions, Tin coinage accounts, &c. See 
" 2ift Report," Appendix. 

Miscellaneous Rolls. Chancery. John — 1662. See 
Deputy Keeper's " 2nd and 3rd Reports," Appendix. 

Mortmain, Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Mortmain, Exchequer Treafury of Receipt — 7 to 30 Ed- 
ward I. Rolls of Lands given in Mortmain. See " Record 
Report," 1800, p. 41. 



BAMES of Barons of Exchequer, Exchequer 
^een'i Remembrancer^ 8 Edward 11. — 27 
Elizabeth. 

Naturalization, Certificates of. Auguft 
6, 18+4, to Auguft 1870. See "Clofe Rolls." 
Afterwards at the Home Office. 

"Nichil" or "Nihil" Rolls. Exchequer L. T. R. and 

Pipe, Charles I.— William IV. Contain all the Nichilled 

Debts tranfcribed from the Rolls of the Clerk of the Eftreats. 

Nisi Prius Records. Common Pleas, 1770-1837. 

NoN.iE Rolls, keen's Remembrancer, Edward III. In- 

quifitions returned to a Commiffion iflued (15 Edward III.) 
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for aiTefling a ninth of the value of corn, wool and lambs granted 
to the King in aid of his wars. They alfo fpecify the value of 
every benefice. The Nona Rolls have been printed by the 
Record Commiflioners. See Preface to the printed Work, 
alfo Record Report, 1800, and Grimaldi ** Origines Genea- 
logicae," p. 56. 



Norman Rolls, Chancery 
Charter 
Clofe . 

Contra brevia 
Liberate 
Oblata 

Patent and Charter 
Patent 
De Valore Terrar. 



2 John. 

5 M 

2 and 4 John. 

46 and 47 Henry III. 

2 John. 

20 Edward III. 

5 — 10 Henry V. 

6 John. 



Thefe Rolls contain fuch letters and grants of the Kings of 
England as almoft exclufively relate to the provinces over 
which, whilft annexed to the Englifh Crown, our monarchs 
exercifed the fame authority as in this kingdom ; and thefe 
letters and grants of liberties and privileges, together with the 
confirmations of previoufly enjoyed rights, being entered upon 
rolls of parchment fimilar to thofe appropriated to Englifh 
affairs, have been ever fince prefer ved, as of record, amongft 
the muniments of the Court of Chancery. The Gafcon, 
Norman and French Rolls elucidate in an eminent degree 
numerous important points in the hiftory of France, and its 
relation with other States. They fupply information relative 
to the different orders of fociety, as well ecclefiaftical as 
fecular; and the documents which they contain refer to a 
period of about two centuries and a-half, and are the only 
evidences of many rights and privileges ftill enjoyed by the 
inhabitants of feveral of the French provinces, for which reafon 
they are frequently confulted as affording proofs of the enrol- 
ments of decifions in contefts regarding patrimonial rights." 
See Preface to " Rotuli Normanniae," by Sir Thomas Hardy. 
Alfo <* Carte's Catalogue," 2 vols. 



Public Records. 85 




HATH Rolls of Catholic Attornies. Common 
PUas, 1791-1829. 

Do. of Clergymen. Common PUas^ ^789- 
1836. 

Do. of Qualification. Common P/em, 1779- 
1847. 

Oaths. Entered on the Clofe Rolls. See alfo Firft Report 
on Public Records, 1800, pp. 216-232. 

Oblata Rolls. Chancery, I, 2, 3 and 9 John. Thcfe 
contain oiFerings and free gifts to the King. See '* Deputy 
Keeper's 2nd Report," A pp. 

Offices, Surrenders of. Chancery, Charles I. 

Offices, Particulars for Grants of. Augmenlatiom. Henry 
VIII.— Charles II. 

Order Books. Exchequer, L. T. R. and Pipe. 35 Charles 
II.— 3 and 4 William IV. 

Order Books. Exchequer of Pleas, 3 Edward VI., 1830. 

Orders and Decrees. See " Decrees." 

Orders, Records of. ^een's Bench, C. S., 1693-1848. 
*' All Writs of Certiorari to remove orders and other proceed- 
ings of inferior courts, and all other writs ifTued on the Crown 
fide with their returns, and writs ilTued out of the Court of 
Chancery and returned into the Queen's Bench, put up in tilqs 
and endorfed * Record of Orders.' " 

Oricinalia Rolls. Exchequer, iv T. R. and Pipe, Henry 
III. — 3 and 4 William IV. Thefe are the eftreats tranfmitted 
from Chancery of all grants of the Crown enrolled on the 
Clofe, Patent, Fine and Redifleifm Rolls, wherein any rents 
are referved, any falary payable or any fervice to be performed. 
See *' Jones' Index" and " Record Report," 1837. Alfo Prefece 
to Printed Abftraia, and " Cooper on Public Records," pp. 
342-347. Vol. I. 



Outlawry Books. Common Pleas, 1752-18. 
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Outlawries. Exchequer, Queen's Remembrancer, Charles I. 
—William IV. 

Outlawries, Proceedings in. ^een'i Bench, C. S., 1739- 
1844, 

Oxford Univerfity. See " Mircellaneous Books." 



J|ALACE Court, Records of :— 

This Court was ere^ed 6 Car. I., and had 
I jurifdidion to hold picas of all manner of per- 
I fonal anions between any parties, within twelve 
I miles of the Palace at Whitehall, not extending 
into the city of London. This Court was held before the 
Steward of the Houfehold and Knight Mar&al, and the Ste- 
ward of the Court or his Deputy, abolilhed in 1849. Among 
the Records of the Palace Court are : — Judgment Rolls, Oaths 
of Office, Appointments of the Officers of the Court, Affida- 
vits, Bails, Caufe Papers, Declarations, Jury Panels, Precipes, 
Writs, Venires, Receipts and Payments, Rule Papers and the 
like. 

Papal Bulls. Chancery, John — Henry VI. A few Papal 
Bulls arc ente:ed on the Clofe Rolls. See " Deputy Keeper's 
5th Report," Appendix. Papal Bulls and Briefs-ytf* "Ex- 
chequer of Receipt." 

Pardon Rolls. Chancery — 22 Edward I, — 2 James I. 
Pardons will be found entered on the Clofe Rolls ; pardons of 
alienation and fpecial and general pardons, on the Patent Rolls, 
and fines for pardons on the Fine Rolls. See "Deputy Keeper's 
2nd and 3rd Reports," Appendix, 

Parliament Rolls. See "Statutes and Rolls of Parlia- 
ment." Thefe Rolls run irregularly, and contain numerous 
breaks in their fuccelBon ; when complete, they relate the 
various tranfa^ticns from the opening to the clofe of each Par- 
liament. 
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Parliament Pawns. Chanceryj 21 Henry VIII. to 1818. 
Bundles, containing abftra£is of Writs of Summons and Writs 
of £le£lion9 ifTued on the calling of a new Parliament. 

Parliamentary Surveys. Exchequer ^ueen*s Remem^ 
brancer. See^^Kecord Report,** 1837, pp. 158 and 160. 

Parliamentary Surveys. See " Surveys," &c. 

Parliamentary Writs and Returns of Members to ferve 
in Parliament. Chancery^ 1654 — 1837. 

Particulars for the Sale of Eftates of Charles I., the 
Queen, and Prince. Exchequer Z». T, R, and Pipe, — Com- 
monwealth. 

Particulars for Leafes. See " Leafes,'* &c. 

Patent Rolls. Chancery^ 3 John to 33 Viftoria. I;or full 
particulars refpe6ling the nature of thefe Rolls, fee the Intro- 
duction to the Printed Volume of the Patent Rolls, by Sir 
Thomas Hardy. See ** Reports," 2, 3, and 6. 

Patents, matters relating to, entered on the Memoranda 
Rolls. 

Payment Books. Exchequer Firji Fruits and Tenths. 
Receivers'. Ditto. 1759-1823. 

Remembrancers'. Ditto. 1793- 1823. 

Peers, Creation of. See Charter, and Patent Rolls. 

Pell's Ifl'ue Rolls. See ** Exchequer of Receipt." 

Perambulation Rolls. Chancery^ 7, 8, and 29 Edward I. 
Thefe contain the metes and bounds of all the Royal Forefts. 
There are alfo a few of thefe Rolls of Henry HI. 

Petitions. Exchequer Queen's Remembrancer^ George III. 
— 1841. 

Petitions to Parliament. Chancery^ Edward I. — Henry 
VIL 

Petty Bag. Proceedings on Scire Facias. Chancery^ 
Elizabeth — 24 George III. 

Peveril Court, Books of. This Court was eftablifhed by 
William I., with a jurifdi(Stion over certain parts of Notting- 
hamfhire and Derbyfliire : by fubfequent grants, the jurifdic- 
tion was much extended. Aboliflied in 1849. There are no 
records belonging to this Court, but the fubftance of each 
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pleading, &c. is entered in a large folio volume, called the 
Praecipe Book. Of thefe books there are about twenty. 

Pipe Rolls. Exchequer L, T, R, and Pipe. 31 Henry I. ; 
2 Henry H.— 3 and 4 William IV. (For Lift of Sheriffs of 
the Englifh Counties, from 31 Henry I. to 4 Edward lll.^/ee 
**3ift Report,'* Appendix.) For accounts of the Pipe Rolls, 
fee Grimaldi ** Origines Genealogicae," pp. 36, 375 AylofFe, 
p. xii. ; Cooper on the "Public Records,** vol. i. pp. 312- 

3^7- 

Piracy, Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Placita. See ** Chancery Proceedings." 

Placita Aulae. Marjhalfea Courts Edward I. — Edward 
HI. This Court was inftituted to adminifter juftice between 
the King*s domeftic fervants ; the Lord Steward and Earl Mar- 
flial prefided over it. Aboliihed in 1849. 

Placita de Banco. See ** Banco, Placita de." 

Placita de Quo Warranto. S^ueerCs Benchj C. S., 8 John 
— 6 and 7 Elizabeth. 

Index, Do. Henry HL — Edward IV. See alfo 

" Crown Rolls " and " Controlment Rolls.'* 

Placita Exercitus Regis. Court of Chivalry^ 24 Edward I. 

Placita Terrae. See " Banco, Placita de." 

Plague, Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Plans. See " Specification and Clofe Rolls." 

Plea Rolls. See " Banco, Placita de." 

Plea Rolls. See ** Judgment Rolls." 

Plea Rolls. See « Coram Rege." 

Plea Rolls. Exchequer, Firji Fruits and Tenths. Mary 
— George II. 

Plea Rolls. See " Welfli Records." 

Pleas, Replications, and Rejoinders. Common Pteas^ 1781- 

J 834. 

Pleas, Day Books of. ^een^s Bench, P. S. 1 738-1 834. 

Pleas of Land. See " Banco, Placita de.'* 

Poll Tax. Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Pontage. Grants of, entered on the Patent Rolls. 

Poor. Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 
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Port Books. Exchequer, ^eerCs Remembrancer y 1428-1 799. 
See Record Reports, 1800, p. 137, and 1837, p. 208. 

PosTEAS. Common Pleas. Elizabeth to 1852. 
Pofteas and Inquiries. Index. 17 18- 18 14. 

PosTEAs. ^een*s Bench^C.S. 1664- 1839. 

Post Fines. Common Pleasj Alienation Office, 

Series I. . . . . 1759" 183 1. 

Do. 11. . . . . 1780-1833. 

Do. Ill 1 759-1 794. 

. Thefe record the fines on alienation of lands. Poft Fines. 
See " Fines, Roll of." 

Prayer-Book, ^een^s Bench^ P. S. Known as the 
fealed copy of the " Book of Common Prayer/* purfuant to 
Statute 14 Charles II. 

Prayer-Book. Common Pleas y 14 Charles II. Known as 
the fealed copy of the " Book of Common Prayer," purfuant to 
Statute 14 Charles II. 

Prayer-Book. Chancery, Known as the Sealed Copy of 
the " Book of Common Prayer," purfuant to Statute 14 
Charles II. 

PR-ffiCiPES for Iffiie of Writs, ^een's Bench^ P. S. 1783- 
1842. 

Prjecipes for Ifllie of Writs. Exchequer of Pleas^ 1830- 
1846. 

Pr^stita Rolls. Chancery. 12 John. See "Deputy- 
Keeper's 2nd Report/' Appendix. 

Prerogative, Royal. Matters relating to, entered on the 
Clofe Rolls. 

Presentations. Entered on the Patent Rolls. 

Presentments to Grand Juries, ^een^s Benchy C. S. 
George III.— William IV. 

Prisoners* Papers. Common Pleasy 1 722-1837. 

Privy Council. Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe 
Rolls. 

Privy Seals and Signet Bills. Chancery. Edward I. — 1870. 
The Privy Seal Bundles contain all Privy Seals dire6led to the 
Lord Chancellor or Lord-Keeper of the Great Seal for 
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the paffing under the Great Seal of any grant for the King 
which has pafled the Signet and Privy Seal. 

The bundles of Signed Bills contain all bills figned by tb« 
King which pafs the Great Seal by immediate warrant without 
palling the Privy Seal at all. See " Deputy-Keeper's 5th 
Report," Appendix. 

Privy Seal Books. See " Exchequer of Receipt." 

Process Books, ^ten's Bencb,C S. George II. — George 
IV. 

Process Book. Exchequer, Firji Fruits and Tenths. 29 
Henry VIII.— 1817. 

Protection Rolls. Chancery, lo, 11, 24, 25, 26, 34, and 
35 Edward I. See " Deputy- Keeper's 2nd Report," Appendix. 
Vafcon Roll of Prote£tions, 22 Edward 1. 

Protections. Letters of, entered on the Clofe and Patent 
Rolls. 

Pye Books, London and Middlefex. ^een'i Beneb, C. S. 
1673-1844. 

Do. Out Counties, ^een's Bench, C. S. 1661-1844. 

Thefe are Books of Reference to indictments alphabetically 
and numerically entered. 




UO Warranto Rolls. Exchequer, Treafury of Re- 

Ipty Edward I III. See Preface to the 

Placita de Quo Warranto." 
Quo Warranto Rolls. See " Welfli Re- 
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||AGMAN R(J1. See " Homage RoU." 

Releiveb's Accounts. Augmentations: — 
England. 4 Edward IV. — 17 Charles I. 
Wales, Henry VIII.— Philip and Mary. 
Recognizance Rolls. See " Wcllh Records." 

Recognizances. Chancery^ Henry VIII. to 1870. Since 
Henry VIII. thefe have been entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Recognizances, Entries of Exchequer ^een's Remem- 
irancer, Philip and Mary — 1837. 

Do. Chancerjy 32 Henry VIII. — 32 George II. 

Record Books. Exchequer efPUas^ 1812-1852. 

Recovery Books. Common Pleas^ 12 Anne — 1835. 

Recovery Rolls or " Placita TerrK." Common Pleas^ 25 
Elizabeth— 1834 ; before 25 Elizabeth fee *' Common 
Rolls }" after 1834 continued under the name of " Difentailing 
Aflurances," enrolled in Chancery Clofe Rolls. Recovery 
Index, 1507-1834. 

Thefe Rolls con^iii the whole proceedings, including the 
final judgment in all Real Adions, the bulk of which confift 
of common recoveries, together with enrolments of Bargain 
and Sales and other conveyances, deeds to make tenants to 
precipes, and to lead to the ufes of fines and the like. They 
contain the proceedings on levying a fine of lands, alfo pro- 
ceedings in Quare Impedit, dower and in partitions. See 
" Deputy Keeper's 3rd and 7th Reports," App, For awards of 
Inclofure CommilEoners, y^/ " 27th Report," Appendix. 

Recusant Rolls. Exchequer, L. T. R. and Pipe, 34 
Elizabeth — William and Mary, (5« "Deputy Keeper's 5th 
Report," Appendix.) 

Red Book. Exchequer ^een's Remembrancer. The Red 
Book of the Exchequer contains " Oaths of Officers of the 
Court," " De libertate ecclefiae," &c. " Conllitutio domus 
Regis," '* Dialogus de Scaccario," a collection of Scutages, 
various Inquifitions, Papal Bulls, Treaties, Charters, &c. See 
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Madox," Vol. I. p. 624, and " Grimaldi,'* p. 53. There is 
a Red Book in the Irifh Exchequer. 

Redisseisin Rolls. Chancery^ 14 Edward I. — 39 Henry VI. 
— Confift of writs to, and proceedings of, Sherifis for the 
reftoration of lands and tenements to thofe, from whom they 
had been unlawfully difpofTefled. See ^^ Deputy Keeper's 2nd 
Report,'* Appendix. 

Registers of Judgments. Common PleaSj 1838-1849. 
After 1849 ^^ Regiftry of Judgments, Common Pleas. 

Religious Houfes. Surrenders of, entered on the back of 
the Clofe Rolls. 

Remembrance Books. Common Pleas ^ 1800- 1849. iS^^^^ 
Matter's, but formerly " Secondaries' Remembrance Books.") 

Remembrance, Books of. Exchequer Treafury of Receipt ^ 
Edward 1. Liber A. — Contains papal bulls, documents relating 
to marriage treaties, grants to the Crown, tranfadtions with the 
Welfli Princes, Irifli affairs, &c. &c. — Liber B. — Contains 
treaties between France and England, documents relating to 
truces, papal bulls, grants of land, charters, &c. 

Remembrance Rolls, See Memoranda Rolls. 

Remembrance Rolls. Common Pleas^ 6 Henry VIII. — 
1770. (Rules, &c. for Judgments and Pleas of Land.) 

Remembrance Rolls, Common Pleas^ 1770-1849. (Rules, 
&c. for Judgments.) 

Remembrance Rolls for Recoveries. Common PleaSy 
1 770-1850. (For Pleas of Land only). 

The Recovery Remembrance Rolls contain the entries and 
praecipes for fuiFering common recoveries, with the records of 
the tenants' appearances in court, names of demandants, 
tenants, vouchees and defcription of lands to be pafled. See 
*' Deputy Keeper's 4th Report," Appendix II. 

The Remembrance Rule Rolls contain the entries of all 
rules and orders of court, praecipes for attachments of privilege 
and appearance thereto, and rules for judgment on fcire facias 
to 1779^ after which the entries are in books. See **4th 
Report," Appendix II. 

The Filacers Remembrance Rolls contain {hort notes of 
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writs to compel appearances. See " 4th Report," Ap- 
pendix II. 

Remembrances, Special. See " Doggett Rolls." 

Repertories, Vaiious. Exchequer ^ L, T, R, and Pipe^ 
John — 31 George III. 

Reports of Bank Stock, purchafed, &c. Exchequer ^een*s 
Remembrancer y 1648 — 1841. 

Reports, Chancery y 1544- 1799. 

Requests, Court of. Records of : — An equity Court for 
poor men's fuits, which were made to the King by fupplication 
and right, adminiftered to paupers without payment of money. 
Virtually aboli(bed by 16 Charles I. The records of this 
court (which are all ufeful for pedigrees and local hiftories), 
are Affidavit and Appearance Books, Returns of Commiffions, 
Order and Decree Books, Procefs Books, &c. See '* Record 
Report," 1800, p. 174. 

Revenue. Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Rolls of Parliament, Proceedings and Statutes. Chancery^ 
Edward I.— Henry VIII. After Henry VIII. fee ** Journals 
of the Houfe of Lords." 

Roman Catholics. Settlements and Wills of. Entered on 
the Clofe Rolls. 

Roman Rolls. Chancery ^ 34 Edward I. — 31 Edward III. 
Many of the entries relate to France. See " Deputy Keeper's 
2nd Report," Appendix. 

Royal Letters. Entered on the Clofe and Patent Rolls. 
Separate documents of Royal Letters run from Richard I. — 
Richard III. See " Deputy Keeper's Reports, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7, 
Appendix. 

Rule Books, or Records of Rules. Exchequer of Pleas^ 
1811-1849. 

Rules to plead (Alphabet Books). Exch. ofPleaSj 18 19-1849. 

Rules, Entries of. keen's Bench j C. S. 1589- 1846. 

Rules, Entry Books of. ^een^s Bench^ P. S. 1603-1848. 

At common law, rules on the plea fide of the courts are 
common^ being obtained from the matter, without motions by 
counfel; or Jpecial, obtained upon motion by counfel. 
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Thofe granted upon motion by counfcl may be clafled under 
the following heads : — ill. Thofe which are granted upon the 
motion-paper, being merely figned by counfel without any 
motion being aftually made in court 2nd]y. Thofe which are 
confidered fo much as a matter of courfe, that the grounds of 
the motion arc not particularized by counfel, and where, in 
fome inftances, counfel may hand the motion-paper to one of 
the mailers, without making the motion viva voce ; and, 3rdly. 
Thofe which are granted upon the grounds of the motion 
being particularized by counfel. 



|ACRAMENT Certificates. fern's Bench, 
I C. S. 1676-1828. Ofthofewho took the oaths 
j required by the Tcft A^. 

Safe Condu<Sb, Letters of, entered on the 
I Patent Rolls j Fines for, on the Fine Rolls, and 
Writs of, on the Treaty Rolls. 

Salaries. Matters relating to payment of, entered on the 
Liberate and Clofe Rolls, 

Satisfaction Pieces or Certificates. Common Pleas, 1752.- 
1837. As foon as a judgment is fatisfied,by payment, levy, or 
otherwife, the defendant is entitled to have fatisfa£Uon entered 
upon the roll. 

Satisfactions. Rein's Bench, P. S. 1647-1842. 
Schools. Particulars for Grants for. jfugtnentalians, 
Edward VI. 

Scotch Rolls. Chancery, 19 Edward L — 7 Henry VIIL 
Relating to political, naval, military, civil and ecclefiaftical 
tranfai^ons concerning Scotland. Printed by the Record 
CommilSon. 

ScROPE and Grofvenor Rolls. Court of Chivalry, Richard 11. 
Scutages, Aids, Tallages, &c. Exchequer, ^een'i Re- 
membrancer. See Deputy Keeper's 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th " Re- 
ports," Appendix II. 

ScUTACE. Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 
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Seals belonging to the Baron's Letter. Augmentations, 
29 Edward I. 

Seals, Mifcellaneous, from Chapter-Houfe. Augmentations, 
Various dates. 

Seizins. Livery and feizin of lands entered on the Clofe 
Rolls. 

Shaftesbury Papers. For a lift of the deeds and papers 
relating to the Cooper Family : " many of the higheft hiftorical 
value and importance," fee Appendix to the 33rd " Report 
of the Deputy Keeper." 

Sheriffs' Accounts. Exchequer j L.T,R, and Pipe, Henry 
VI. — 1660, Series L 

Sheriffs.* Matters relating to, are entered on the Fine 
and Pipe Rolls. 

Signet Bills. Chancery. Edward L — 1870. 

Solicitors' or Attornies' Roll of Admiflion on Equity fide 
of the Exchequer. Exchequer ^een^ s Remembrancer^ 1 772- 1 841 . 

Special Commiflions. See Commiflions, Special. 

Special Commiffions. Exchequer keen's Remembrancer: 
— Elizabeth — W^illiam IV. Index, 

Special Pleas. Exchequer Queen's Remembrancer, Elizabeth. 
1842. 

Special Remembrancer Rolls. See " Doggett Rolls/' 

Specification Rolls. Chancery, 

Specifications enrolled on Clofe Rolls, Anne — 1848. 
Specification and Surrender Rolls, Anne — 1 848. Petty Bag. 

Do. Do. Rolls Chapel. 

Specification Rolls, 1849-1852. See " Clofe Rolls." 
Do. 1852, &c. 5^^ Patent Office. 

Stannaries, Devon and Cornwall, Accounts of. Augmen- 
tations^ Elizabeth — James I. 

Stannaries. Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe 
Rolls. 

Staple Rolls. Chancery,, Edward III. — Richard IL, and 
1-39 Henry VI. For Inventory of Certificates of Statutes 
Staple, Extents returned thereon, and Liberates, fee " Deputy 
Keeper's 2nd and 4th Reports," Appendix. 
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Statute Rolls. Chancery ^ Edward I. — Edward IV. (A&s 
of Parliament). 

Parliament Rolls. Chancery ^ 1 Richard III. — Vifloria 
(A<9s of Parliament). 

Parliament Rolls (Proceedings). See ** Rolls of Parlia- 
ment" 

The Statute Rolls are records of Chancery of the higheft 
authority, on which were entered the feveral Statutes, when 
drawn up in form, for the purpofe of being proclaimed and 
publifhed. The earlieft Statute Roll now known to exift is 
that which commences with the Statute of Gloucefter, 6 Ed- 
ward L The Statute Rolls are only fix in number, and run 
as follows: — Firft Roll, Statutes from 6 Edward I. to 50 Ed- 
ward III., but this roll does not contain all the Statutes which 
have been printed as of that period. Second Roll — Statutes 
temp. Richard II., there is alfo a feparate Roll of one mem- 
brane, containing a duplicate of the Statutes 21 Richard II. 
Third Roll — Statutes temp. Henry IV. and V. Fourth Roll 
— Statutes I Henry VI. to 8 Henry VI. Fifth Roll — Statutes 
25 Henry VI. to 39 Henry VI. Sixth Roll— Statutes i Ed- 
ward IV. to 8 Edward IV. This is the laft Statute Roll now 
known to exift, none of a later date having been found. The 
enrolments of ASls of Parliament contain the Adls of Parlia- 
ment certified and delivered into Chancery. Thefe records 
are commonly called Parliament Rolls, and are varioufly en- 
dorfed, fome with the phrafe ** Inrolments of Ads." From 
I Richard III. to 3 Charles I. they comprehend feveral other 
proceedings of Parliament, befides the a£ts enrolled. After 
5 Henry VII., they may be confidered in eiFeft as coming in 
the place of the Statute Roll. To 25 Henry VIII. they con- 
tain all the a£^s, public and private, which were pafled in 
every fefEon. From 25 Henry VIII. to 35 Elizabeth, feveral 
of the private a6ts, and afterwards to 3 Charles I., all the pri- 
vate afts are omitted, their titles only being noticed. From 
16 Charles i to 31 George II., the enrolments contain nothing 
but the public ads and the titles of the private ads, with 
the feveral forms of aflent, without any other Parliamentary 
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matter ; and from George 11. their contents are the fame, with 
the omilSon of the titles of the private a^s. 

States of Accounts. Exchequer L. T, R. and Pipe, 21 
Charles I.— 2 William IV. 

Statutes Staple. Chancery, i Henry VIII. — 9 Anne. 

SuBP(ENA Books. Exchequer a/ Pleas, 1785-1832. 

Subsidy Rolls. Chancery, Edward III. — Elizabeth. See 
" Deputy Keeper's 2nd Report," Appendix. 

Subsidy and Tax Rolls. Queen's Remembrancer. See 
" Deputy Keeper's 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and 5th Reports," Appendix. 

Summons of the Pipe. Exchequer L. T. R. and Pipe, 32 
Henry VI 3 William IV. 

Surrender Rolls. Chancery, Charles II, 

Surrenders. See " Specifications." 

Surrenders of Monafteries, Deeds of. yfugmentatisns. 
Hen. VIII. See " Deputy Keeper's 8th Report," Appendix II. 

Surveys. See "Hundred Rolls" and " Inquifiuons," 

Surveyors General, Eftablifliment of Court of, Minute 
fiook of Court of, Decrees enrolled, Lcafes enrolled. ^ug~ 
mentatians, Henry VIII. (For Calendar of Decrees of the 
Court of General Surveyors, 34-38 Henry VIII., fee Appen- 
dix to 30th " Report of Deputy Keeper.") 

Surveys, known as Parliamentary Surveys. Augmentations. 
Commonwealth. {See " Deputy Keeper's 7th and 8th Report," 
Appendix.) 

Swearing Rolls, ^en's Bench, C. S. 1673-1848. 



jALLAGE. Matters relating to, entered on the 
Clofe Rolls. 

Tallies. Matters relating to, entered on the 
Clofe RolU. 

Tax Accounts, Duplicates. Exchequer ^een's 




Remembrancer, 1586-1830. 
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Taxation Roll. Chancery^ 20 Edward I. **The taxation 
of ecclefiaftical benefices made in the Pontificate of Pope 
Nicholas IV., 1292, by which all taxes to the Kii^ ^nd Pope 
were regulated, and the ftatutes of colleges founded before the 
Reformation, are interpreted, and according to which benefices 
under a certain value are exempted from the reflridion in 
the Statute 21 Henry VIIL, concerning pluralities." The 
Roll has been edited by the late Record Commiffioners. See 
Preface. 

Taxation Roll. Exchequer ^eetCs Remembrancer. *' There 
are original Rolls for feveral diocefes, befides which there are 
two volumes, containing the taxation of Pope Nicholas IV. 
(1288). Pope Nicholas IV., in 1288, granted the tenths to 
Edward I. for fix years, towards the defra)dng an expedition to 
the Holy Land, and that they might be collected to their full 
value, a taxation or valuation by the King's precept was begun 
1288, and finifhed as to the province of Canterbury in 1291, 
and to that of York in 1292. This taxation, called Taxatio 
Eccleflaftica, regulated the taxes as well to our Kings as to the 
Popes, until the furvey of 26 Henry VIII., called Valor Eccle- 
fiaflicus." The Irifh taxation is alfo among the Records of 
the Queen's Remembrancer. 

Taxation of the Jews, Roll of. Chancery^ 19 Edward I. 

Taxes, Writs againft Colleftors. Exchequer ^eerCs Re- 
membrancer, 1 646- 1 8 28. 

Templar's Rolls. Exchequer L. T, R, and Pipe, Edward II. 

Tenths, Arrears of. Exchequer Firji Fruits and Tenths^ 
1717-1822. 

Tenths, Entries of Payments of. Exchequer FirJi Fruits 
and Tenths^ 1660-1705, 1717-1838. 

Testa de Nevill, or Liber Feodorum. Exchequer ^een*s 
Remembrancer^ Henry III. — Edward I. Thefe are two vo- 
lumes, containing Nomina Villarum, Serjeanties and Knights' 
Fees taken by inquifition. Their chief ufe is to afcertain the 
principal landholders throughout the kingdom, and the tenures 
by which they held their eftates. See " Record Report of 
1800," p. 138. Among the former Chapter Houfe records, 
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there is part of a roll, called Tefta de Nevill, from which 
fome of the entries of the Tefta de Nevill, it is fuppofed, were 
copied. The Tefta de Nevill has been printed in one folio 
volume, by the late Record Co mmilEoners. See "Preface" to 
the woric, 

Tithes. Matters relating to, entered on the Clofc Rolls. 

Tournaments. Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe 
Rolls. 

Tower Records, Index to State Prilbners. See " Deputy 
Keeper's 30th Report," Appendix. 

Trade. Matters relating to, entered on the Charter and 
Patent Rolls. 

Treasure Trove. Matters relating to, entered on the 
Clofe Rolls. 

Treasury Exchequer of Receipt. See " Exchequer of 
Receipt, Treafury." 

Treaty Rolls. See French, Roman, Almain, and Scotch 
Rolls. Matters relating to Treaties are alfo entered on the 
Clofe and Patent Rolls. 

Trial, Notices of. ^een-s Bench, C. S. 1698-1843- 



gjALOR Ecclefiafticus. Exchequer Firfl fruits 
i Tenths, Henry VIII. Contains furveys of 
-chliiflioprics, bifhoprics, abbeys, monafteries, 
priories, colleges, hofpltals, deaneries, archdea- 
conries, prebends, parfonages, chantries, provoft- 
*' The Valor EccleHafticus," faid the " Quarterly 
' is a kind of Domefday of Church property." 
Varioijs Accounts, Enrolments of. Exchequer L. T. R. and 

Pip,. 

Series i. Tax Accounts, Henry VIII. — 1821. 
Series 2. Do. 11 Edward I.— 1821. 

Series 3. Do. Various. 
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Various (General Accounts), Exchequer L. T. R.andPipe. 

Series i. 1514-1830. 

Series 2. 1642-1830. 

Series 3. Files and Bundles, 35 Charles II. — 1833. 
Vascon Rolls. Chancery, Henry III.— Edward IV. 
Venires, ^een's Bench, C. S. 1744-1825. 
Venire facias, &c. Do. 1754-1827. A writ to the 

JberiiF to Aimmon a jury for the trial of a caufe { aboliflied in 

.852. 

Verderers. Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Vetus Codex, or Black Book of the Tower. A book of 
Enrolment, in which are entered Proceedings in Parliament, 
from 18 Edward I. to 35 Edward I., and thofe of 14 Edward II. 
Date unknown, but before 6 Richard II. 

Voyages, Royal. Chancery, i Henry IV. Matters relating 
to fuch voyages are generally entered on the Clofe Rolls i but 
among the records formerly in the Tower is a feparate roll of 
Royal Voyages, 



BARDROBE. Chancery. Matters relating to the 
Wardrobe are entered on the Clofe Rolls. 
Among the records formerly in the Tower are 
however the Roll called *' Warderobae Rccepta," 
10 Henry III, ; the Rolls of the Great Wardrobe, 
10 Edward I. and 17 Edward II. ; and various Wardrobe Ac- 
count Books. Edward I. — See " Houfehold and Wardrobe 
Accounts." 

Wardrobe and Houfehold Accounts. Exchequer L. 7. R. 
and Pipe. 42 Henry III.— 56 George III. 

Wards and Liveries. Records of. The Court of Wards 
and Liveries was ere6led by Henry VIII. and abolilhed by IZ 
Charles II. Its jurifdi^ion was to fuperintcnd inquiries upon 
the death of the king's tenants, what lands they died feifed of, 
who was the heir, what was his age, &c. in order to entitle 
the king to his marriage, wardfhip, relief, or other advantages. 
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Among the Records of this Court are : — Account Books and 
Rolls of Receivers General ; Patent Books of Appointments 
of Feodarers and Efcheators ; Bills, Anfwers, and DepoAtions ; 
Certificates of Feodaries ; Inquifitions poft mortem ; Leafes j 
Books of Liveries ; Procefs Books ; Books of Surveys ; Sales 
of Wardfliips j Fines for Wards' Lands, &c. &c. 

Wards. Matters relating to Wards and Wardfhips are 
entered on the Clofe and Patent Rolls. 

Warrants of Attorney. ^eerCs Benchy P. S. — 1802-1848. 

Warrants of Attorney and Cognovits. Exchequer of Pleas, 
— 1803-1849. 

Warrants of Attorney to enter fatisfa£lion. Common Pleas, 
1676-1843. 

Do. To confefs Judgment. Common Pleas. 

1 802- 1 849. 

Warrants of Attorney on figning Judgment. Common 
Pleas. 1731-1838. 

Warrants to deliver Records. Augmentations, 24 Henry 
VII.— 1635. 

Warrens. Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Watson's Roll. Chancery. Elizabeth. " The Roll called 
Watfon's Roll, containing divers grants and other things con- 
fufedly and promifcuoufly laid together, which one Watfon 
(fometime clerk of the Great Seal between the thirty and forty 
years of Queen Elizabeth) did for fix or feven years together 
keep in his cheft, and upon his death they were found and 
brought into the Chapel of the Rolls." 

Weights and Meafures. Matters relating to, are entered 
on the Clofe Rolls. 

Welsh Records. Among thefe documents are Plea Rolls, 
1259-1830 J Foreft Rolls, 1270-15025 Rolls of Juftices in 
Eyre, 1306-1500; Indiftment Rolls, 1346-1500; Mainprife 
Rolls, 1298-1564; Docket Rolls, 1540 to George III. ; Re- 
cognizance Rolls, 1 308- 1 830 J Minifters' Accounts, Edward 
III.— Henry VIII.; Court Rolls, Attorney's Rolls, Calendar 
Rolls, Eftreat Rolls, Fines, Original Pardons, ^0 Warranto 
Rolls, &c. (See Appendices to 20th, 21ft, 22nd, 24th, 25th, 
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26th, 27th, 28th, 29th, 30th> and 31ft " Reports of the Deputy 
Keeper of Public Records" for lifts of Welfh Records and 
Books.) 

Welsh Rolls. Chancery, 5-23 Edward I. Matters re- 
lating to Wales are alfo entered on the Clofe Rolls. Revenue 
Rolls of the Prince of Wales, 47-49 Edward III. Printed in 
" 2nd Report," Appendix. 

Westminster Abbey. Treafury of Receipt, Henry VII. 
A book covered with velvet and embofted, concerning the 
foundations of Weftminfter Chapel by Henry VII. Alfo 
feveral (Imilarly bound books, containing the agreements be- 
tween Henry VII. and Iflip, Abbot of Weftminfter, concerning 
maftes, &c. and the annual penfions given for them. 

Woods, Accounts of. Augmentations. Henry VIII. — 
James I. 

Wool. Matters relating to, entered on the Clofe Rolls. 

Writ Books. Common Pleas. 1 784-1849. See ** Ap- 
pearance Books." 

Writ Books, Indexes, Exchequer of Pleas, 14 James I. — 
1842. 

Writs, Chancery, For writs relating to Habeas Corpus ^ 
Ne exeat regnoj the Royal Houfehold, the Expenfes of knights, 
citizens, and burgefles. Summons to Parliament, and to Dower, 
fee " Clofe Rolls." 

To Sheriff's for reftoring lands to thofe unlawfully difpofTefted. 
See « Rediflbifm RoUs." 

To Sheriffs for delivery of Lands which had been extended. 
See " Liberate Rolls." 

Of Reftitution of Temporalities before 1725. See " Patent 
Rolls." After 1725, y^^ Bifliops' Patent Rolls at Petty 
Bag Office. 

Writs of Covenant Common Pleas, 1 Edward III. — 6 
William IV. 

Writs of Covenant, Extrafts from. Common Pleas, Aliena- 
tion Office. 1576-1837. Index to ditto, 1661-1835. 

Wr its of E rror. Exchequer of Pleas. 1 7 75- 1 842. 

Writs filed. Common Pleas. 18 00- 1849. 
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Writs, Index Books. (Alphabet Books.) ^eerCs Bench, 
P. S. 1751-1842. 

Writs and Inquifltions, Pofteas, &c. Exchequer of Pleas. 
1821-1837. 

Writs and Inquifitions. Exchequer L. T, R. and Pipe, 
Elizabeth — George IV. 

Writs, Judicial. S^ueen^s Bench^ P. S. 1629- 1848. 

Writs, Special Original. S^ueen^s Bench ^ P. S. — 1629-1844. 

Writs and Mifcellaneous Documents. Exchequer^ Firji 
Fruits and Tenths. Henry VIIL— William IV. 

Writs and Mifcellaneous Documents. Common Pleas. 
Commonwealth — 60 George III. 

Writs and Pofteas. ^eeh*s Remembrancer. William and 
Mary— 1850. 

Writs of Trial. Exchequer of Pleas. 1 833- 1 848. 

Writs of Outlawry, ^een^s Benchy P. S. 1785-1843. 

Writs of Replevin, ^een's Bench j P. S. 1764- 1835. 
Replevin is a perfbnal adtion ex deliSfo brought to recover pof- 
feflion of goods unlawfully taken, the validity of which taking 
it is the regular mode of contefting. The word means a re- 
delivery to the owner of the pledge or thing taken in diftrefs. 
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llTHOUT attempting to enter into the 
queftion when a fecretary of ftate was firft 
appointed, we may conclude that Aich an 
official was in exigence at a very early 
period of our hiftory. From Rymer we learn that 
John Maunfeil, Provoft of Beverley and Chancellor of 
London, was Secretary of State to Henry III, in 
1253; that in 1278, Francis Accurfij, of Bologna, was 
Secretary of State to Edward I., and that in 1299, John 
de Beneftede, clerk to the fame king, was Secretary of 
State,' Such appointments were anciently made, not 
by tetters patent, but limply by the mere delivery of 
the king's fignet; thus there are no records which fet 
forth the names of thole who firft filled the office, 
and hence the antiquary and hiftorian have to reft 
content with the cafual notices afforded by the rolls 
and other documents. It is doubtful, however, whether, 
in the earlier ^es of our hiftory, more than one 
Secretary of State was ever appointed to execute the 

' Rymer, vol. i. p, 490, Vol, ii. pp. 85 1 and i > 8- State Papers, 
publilhed under the authority of HU MaJeAy's Commiflion. Vol. i. 
Preface. 1830. 



io6 The State Papers. 

commands of his fovereign. Mention, it is true, is 
often made of the king's fecretaries ; but as each Secre- 
tary of State was affifted by two diftinft and inferior 
fecretaries for the Latin and French tongues, it is 
probable that the phrafe was only intended for the fubor- 
dinates and not for the chief. '' There is ftrong reafon to 
believe that there never were at the fame time two 
Secretaries of State, until after the Statute of Precedence, 
31 Henry VIII. c. 10, which gives to the king's chief 
fecretary (in the Angular number), being of the degree 
of a Baron of the Parliament, or a biftiop, precedence 
above all other barons and bifliops,"^ excepting certain 
fpecified great officers of the ftate. Shortly after the 
pafling of this ftatute a fecond Secretary of State was 
appointed. The warrant under the King's fign manual 
is ftill extant, but bears no date ; it muft, however, have 
been iflued ''before the 14th of April, 1540, on which 
day mention is made of Sir Ralph Sadleyr, as one of the 
king's two principal fecretaries." The appointment of 
an additional fecretary was doubtlefs due to the over- 
weening ambition of the king's favourite minifters. 
" Wolfey for the firft twenty years of Henry*s reign, 
and Cromwell for the next ten, had fo engrofled to them- 
felves all the immediate intercourfe with the king, even 
in thofe branches of the public fervice over which a 
diftind: officer prefided, as the Lord High Treafurer 
and the Lord High Admiral, that there was little 
neceffity for any fecretary of flate. But when Crom- 

^ State Papers, vol. i. Preface. 
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well fell under the Royal difpleafure, the king probably 
refolved not to admit another favourite to the fame 
degree of afcendancy, and then faw need for employing 
two Secretaries of State, one of whom he ufually retained 
near his perfon, when he was out of London, leaving 
the other to aft with thofe of the Privy Council who 
remained in the metropolis." * 

Since the days of Sir Ralph Sadler's appointment 
there have never been lefs than two Secretaries of State. 
In the laft month of the reign of Edward VI. a third 
fecrctary was appointed — Sir John Cheke, who affifted 
Sir William Petre and Sir William Cecil. Again, in 
1616, Sir John Herbert, Sir Ralph Winwood, and Sir 
Thomas Lake were all Secretaries of State at the fame 
time. Until the union with Scotland the additional 
third fecretary was an exceptional poft ; but in the year 
1708, Queen Anne, owing to the increafe in the public 
bufinefs, thought fit to create fuch an appointment, 
efpecially to take charge of Scotch matters. In 1746 
this official was, however, aboliftied, and it was not till 
1768 that he was again appointed — this time for the 
fupervifion of colonial matters. In 1782 the third Secre- 
tary of State was again abolifhed, and the charge of 
the colonies transferred to the Hortie Secretary ; but in 
1794, owing to the war with France, he was once more 
appointed to take charge of the WarJ^epartment ; and 
in 1 801 the colonial bufinefs was attached to his depart- 
ment. In 1854 a fourth Secretary of State for the 

^ State Papers, vol. i. Preface. 
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exclufive charge of the War Department, and in 1858 
a fifth Secretary of State for India were created, fb that 
there are now five principal Secretaries of State, four of 
whom occupy feats in the Houfe of Commons, whilft 
the fifth is always a member of the Houfe of Lords. 
Thefe principal Secretaries have the fole control of the 
bufinefs of their refpedive offices (fubjedl of courfe to 
the general fuperintendence of the Cabinet), and arc the 
only authorized channels whereby the Royal pleafure is 
fignified to any part of the body politic. Whatever be 
their number, the Secretaries of State conftitute but one 
office^ and are co-ordinate in rank and equal in authority, 
the divifion of duties being a mere matter of arrange- 
ment. The papers in their charge are a moft important 
collection. 

^* It will be readily conceived how rapidly the mafs of 
correfpondence muft have accumulated in the office of 
the Secretary of State after the revival of letters in the 
fixteenth century ; yet no provifion was for fome time 
made for its being received into any certain depofitory. 
Each fucceeding fecretary had it in his own cuftody ; 
the apartments provided for him were extremely confined, 
and the future deftination of his official papers depended 
in great meafure upbn accident, upon the care or the 
negligence of the individual, or his clerks, and, above 
all, upon the good or evil fate which awaited the fecre- 
tary when he refigned the feal."' It was not till the year 
1578 that the State Paper Office, or, as it was originally 

^ State Papers, vol. i. Preface. 
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called, the " Office of Her Majefty's Papers and Records 
for bufinefs of State and Council/' became eftablifhed, 
with Dr. Thomas Wilfon (who was then Mafter of 
Requefts, and afterwards was one of the fecretaries of 
ftate) as the firft keeper of its papers. But though the 
office was eftablifhed, the accommodation afforded for the 
prefervation of its contents was far from ample ; indeed, 
the manner in which the State Papers were at that time 
treated was very fimilar to the attention then paid to the 
Records, In the reign of Elizabeth the documents were 
kept in chefts, but under James the Firft they were 
reduced into the form of a library, and after fome little 
difficulty the larder of the Privy Seal was affigned for 
their reception. Finally the tower over the gateway of 
Whitehall Palace, confifting of" two rooms, three clofets, 
and three turrets," was fitted up as a State Paper repo- 
fitory. Moft fortunately, the fire of 16 19, which 
deftroyed much of the palace, did not touch the tower ; 
" but though Wilfon boafted that the archives under his 
care had not on this occafion fuftained fo much hurt 
as the lofs of a blank paper, Raymond, his fucceflbr, 
complained that they were thrown into great diforder 
by having been haftily and confufedly caft into blankets, 
the better to preferve them from the fire.'* For many 
a century the State Papers remained in the cold fhade of 
negleft, imperfeftly arranged, fubjefl: to conftant em- 
bezzlement and liable to all the evils arifing from 
deficient accommodation ; and it was not till 1705 that 
the Houfe of Lords appointed a committee to inquire 
into the method of keeping records and public papers in 
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offices. It was then difcovered that fince 1670 but few 
papers had been returned to the office ; that even thofe 
which had been returned were moft imperfecft ; that the 
fpace allotted to the documents was very infufficient; 
and that the keeping the papers in bundles was incon- 
venient. Confequently, the committee reconunended 
that the office fhould be repaired and enlarged, that the 
papers fhould be forted and digefted, and that, inftead 
of being kept in bundles, they fhould be bound up in 
volumes.^ Reference was now made to Sir Chriflopher 
Wren, and it was determined that the upper floor of the 
Lord Chamberlain's lodgings fhould be fitted up and 
appropriated to the State Paper Office. An apartment 
80 feet long and 25 i^^t wide, known as the Middle 
Treafury Gallery, was then built and added to the 
office. Here the papers remained until 1750, when it 
was thought advifable to pull down the old gateway. 
The refult of this ad of demolition was to fhow that the 
documents had *' greatly fufFered from vermin and wet.'* 
A new houfe was now found necefTary. The papers in 
the Middle Treafury Gallery, which was left flanding, 
were not removed, but the contents of the refl of the 
office were fent to an old houfe in Scotland Yard, ** where 
they remained and fufFered flill further injury from wet 
till 1 8 1 9," when it became neceflary to pull down the 
houfe. Again the papers were depofited elfewhere — the 
elfewhere, I need hardly fay, being ''another old houfe" 
in Great George Street. At lafl, in 1828, a plan was 
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approved and a vote pafled for the eredlion of a 
new fire-proof building for the reception of the State 
Papers adjoining St. James' Park, at the north end of 
Duke Street. The building was completed in 1833 ^"^ 
the State Papers lodged fhortly afterwards within its 
admirably arranged repofitories. In 1848 the Seledt 
Committee of the Houfe of Commons on the Mifcella- 
neous Expenditure recommended the amalgamation of 
the State Paper Office with the Public Record Office. 
Accordingly it was determined by Treafury Minutes, 
dated Aug., 1848, and June, 1852, that on the retire- 
ment of the Keeper of the State Papers, the State Paper 
Office fhould become a branch of the Public Record 
Office, under the fuperintendence of the Mafter of the 
Rolls. On the death of the Right Hon. Henry 
^Hobhoufe, the laft Keeper, in 1854, the State Papers 
were transferred to the repofitory in Fetter Lane, and 
placed under the Mafter of the Rolls. 

It can eafily be imagined that the State Papers, like 
the Public Records, have fufFered ferious lofs and injury 
from the neglecft with which they were fo long treated 
and from the cafualties to which they were expofed. 
Keeper after Keeper did his beft to preferve and arrange 
the documents in his cuftody, but each feems to have 
had to contend with inceflant difficulties. According 
to the oath taken by the " Clerk, Keeper and Regiftrar 
of His Majefty's Papers," it was his duty to preferve 
all the documents intrufted to his charge from harm 
and damage ; " not to fuffisr any to be purloined, em- 
bezzled or defaced, to keep fecret fuch things therein 
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contained as fhall be fit for His Majefty's fervice, and to 
do his beft to recover fuch papers as may have been 
detained or embezzled by private perfons." But in fpite 
of the ftridl claufes of this oath, — what with the refufal of 
fecretaries of ftate to return their oflficial papers on their 
refignation of office, the fending out documents to dif- 
ferent ambafladors, and the lending books which were 
never returned, the lift of loft, ftolen, or ftrayed from 
our coUeftion of State Papers is no fmall one. 

During the reign of Henry VIII. many of the king's 
papers were embezzled by Lords St. Albans and Cher- 
bury, who had the chief charge of fuch papers. In the 
reign of Elizabeth moft of the private bufinefs papers 
of the queen, efpecially her letters on matters of fecret 
importance, came into the hands of the Earl of Leicefter, 
and finally into the pofleflion of his fecretary and his 
defendants ; and " though they were ultimately re- 
covered, a great part had periftied by time and the 
diftracftion of the wars, &c. ; being left in England 
during the rebellion, many had been abufed to the 
meaneft purpofes." In the reign of James I., when 
Sir Thomas Lake was deprived of his office of Secretary 
of State, it was found that many papers of moment were 
wanting. In fpite of all the complaints of the Keeper 
of State Papers, Mr. Secretary Winwood refufed to hand 
over the documents in his pofleffion. Several books of 
Ireland were fent to Lord Carew, which he failed to 
return, and the fame fate befell certain papers fent to 
the Earl of Middlefex, Sir Peter Manhood, Sir Robert 
Naunton, and Sir Robert Cotton, During the Civil 
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War the king's papers, from the time he was in the 
north till the furrender of Oxford, were defignedly burnt 
Whilft '' a fair cabinet of the king's, full of papers of a 
very fecret nature, which had been left by the king 
upon his retirement to the Scots, amongft which were 
thought to be all the queen's letters to the king, and 
^ things of very myfterious nature,' " were alfo deftroyed. 
During the Commonwealth, Bradfliaw, in his capacity 
as Prefident of the Council of State, managed to obtain 
pofleffion of *^ divers books, treaties, papers and records 
of ftate," fome of which, in fpite of all the efForts of 
Charles II. were not regained. John Tucker, who was 
ordered to report upon the keeping of records and public 
papers in offices, fays that between 1640 and 1660, 
many papers are wanting to complete the feries of foreign 
papers. Fortunately, the valuable colleftion of books 
of the Council of State during the Interregnum, which 
had been ftolen, were recovered. At the Reftoration 
" all the papers of State during the time of the Ufurpa- 
tion, remained in Thurloe's hand, and Sir Samuel 
Morland advifed a great minifter to have them feized, 
being then privately buried in four great deal chefts ; 
but, ' for reafons left to be judged,' that minifter de- 
layed to order it, and Thurloe had time to burn them 
* that would have hanged a great many,' and * he cer- 
tainly did burn them, except fome principal ones culled 
out by himfelf.'" During the reign of Charles II. 
various papers were fent out of the country to the Hague 
and Sweden, for the convenience of the ambafladors, 
and many were not returned. The laft warrant for the 

I 
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feizure of ftolen documents from the State Paper Office 
was in 1755, when it was difcovered that one Nathan 
Carrington, a king's meflenger, had made himfelf matter 
of " 22 bags of ancient writings and records belonging 
to his majefty, concealed in the houfe of the late John 
Anftis, garter king-at-arms at Mortlakein Surrey." But 
even up to almoft a recent date there are inftanccs of 
documents having been fent out of the State Paper Office 
and never having been k,^n again. In 1762, Lord 
Egremont had a packet of foreign papers, of the years 
1 757- 176 1, fent to his houfe, which was not returned. 
In 1766 fome volumes were fent to General Conway, and 
met with the fame fate. Some time before 1788 nume- 
rous books and papers were forwarded to Lord Sydney 
and the Marquis of Carmarthen, and never returned. Of 
the large number of papers relative to the mines which 
were wrought by Queen Elizabeth, and which were fent 
to Lord Shelburne in 1768, but few have been returned. 
Thefe papers relate to Frobiflier's three feveral voyages 
in fearch of a north-weft paflage, and when a calendar 
of them was prepared in 1862, it was difcovered that 
many were miffing.^ Indeed, fo carelefsly did minifters 
watch their documents, that a treaty, concluded with 
Holland in 1654, was bought at an audion, and the 
original treaty with Portugal in the fame year from a ftall 
in the ftreet. Happily, both thefe papers were reftored 
to the office. Thanks to the zeal and affiduity of Sir 



^ See Mr. Noel Sainfbur>'s able Iketch of the State Paper Office. 
Dep. Keeper's 30th Report, Appendix. 
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Robert Cotton, in the reign of James I., and Sir Jofeph 
Williamfon in the reign of Charles II., many of the 
fcattered papers have been found. The colleftions 
of Sir Robert Cotton now form a part of the Library of 
the Britifli Mufeum, whilft thofe of Sir Jofeph William- 
fon were placed 'in the State Paper Office. 

The State Papers having always been looked upon as 
the library of the Secretaries of State, their contents were 
regarded as ftridly private and confidential. The keeper 
was bound by oath " to let no man fee anything in the 
office of His Majefty's papers without a warrant from the 
king " excepting always " what is wanted by the Secre- 
taries of State, Privy Councillors, and other officers of 
His Majefty's Government ; in all matters required by 
ambafladors he is to receive a warrant from the Lord 
Chamberlain ; in all things where fecrefy is neceflary he 
muft have the King's warrant." The keeper was alfo 
** tied by a ftrid oath and by His Majefty's commands 
to deliver nothing out of the office unlefs to the lords 
and others of His Majefty's Council." During the 
whole hiftory of the State Paper Office the keeper never 
had power to grant on his own authority permiffion to 
confult the State Papers — fuch permiffion could only be 
accorded by the Secretary of State to whofe office the 
papers belonged. This rule is ftill in force for the exami- 
nation of papers after a certain date. 

In former times, fo jealoufly was this ** library of 
MSS." guarded that it was impoffiblc for any but the 
moft favoured to have accefs to the State Papers. 
Among thofe who had permiffion to fearch the paper 
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wc find that in 1670 Evelyn was lentfevcral volumes of 
documents which related to Holland, and that in the 
fame year certain officers of the Eaft India Company were 
allowed to confult certain books and journals relating to 
the trade with China, Japan, and India. In 1679 ^''* 
Gilbert Burnet was permitted by warrant *' from time to 
time to have the fight and ufe of fuch papers and books 
as he fhall think may give him information and help in 
finiftiing his Hiftory of the Reformation of the Church 
of England ; " and in the fame year Prince Rupert made 
a perfonal requefl: to the king in favour of Roger 
Le Strange who was writing a hiftory of the civil wars 
of England, and defired to fearch the Paper Office. The 
requeft was granted. In the reign of Queen Anne, 
Collier was permitted to examine papers for his " Englifh 
Ecclefiaftical Hiftory ;" Strype at a later period, Chal- 
mers, Bruce, and many other writers of note were 
alfo allowed to confult the State Papers by fpecial per- 
miffion. As an inftance of the ftriftnefs with which the 
State Papers were guarded we read that as late as 1775 
Lord North, then prime minifter, begged " the King's 
approval to have free accefs to all correfpondence in the 
Paper Office;" and in 1780 it was neceflary for the 
Ordnance Office to have the Secretary of State's permif- 
fion " to fearch the Paper Office for any documents that 
regard their department."^ Thanks to the confider- 
ation of Lord Romilly all fuch reftriftions have been 



^ Appendix to 30th Report. Mr. Sainfbury's Iketch of the State 
Paper Office. 
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removed, and there is now no more difficulty in obtain- 
ing accefs to the State Papers than there is in confulting 
the books in the reading-room of the Britifli Mufeum. 
For this graceful piece of liberalifm the literary world 
owes a debt of gratitude to the Matter of the Rolls, 
which it is not likely ever to forget. 

As with the Public Records, fo with the State Papers, 
the great difficulties of arrangement have at laft been 
happily conquered. All the papers are now placed in 
chronological order, and arranged under the different 
headings of Domeftic, Foreign, Colonial, and Ireland, 
whilft indexes and catalogues have been made to faci- 
litate infpeftion. Under the former keepers of the 
State Paper Office the arranging and indexing of the 
documents in their care was much neglected "In 
the year 1764 Sir Jofeph AylofFe, Dr. Andrew Coltee 
Ducarel, and Thomas Aftle, Efq., all antiquaries of 
confiderable note, prefented to Mr. George Grenville 
(then one of the Secretaries of State) a memorial repre- 
fenting the bad condition of the State Papers, and 
the want of indexes and calendars, and propofing to 
undertake the principal labour of methodizing, regu- 
lating, digefting, arranging, and binding them, and 
of making proper catalogues, calendars, and indexes. 
Sir J. AylofFe, Dr. Ducarel, and Mr. Aftle received 
a commiffion from the Crown accordingly which con- 
tinued in force till 1 800 But though this 

Commiffion was thus in exiftence for thirty-fix years, it 
cannot be afferted that there remain any great traces of 
the conftancy of their labours, nor denied that their 
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arrangements were very supeHicially and incorreAly 
performed."' Again the public has to cxprcfs its thanks 
tx) Lord Romilly, for it was not until the incorporation 
of the State Paper Office with the Public Record Office 
that the prefent excellent fyftem of ilTuing printed 
Calendars and Indexes was adopted. Of thcfe Calendars 
ibme (eventy have already appeared.* 



' State Papers pubtifhed under the authority of His Majelly's Com- 
mii&on, vol. i, PreJmce. 1S30. 

' They can be obtained from the following publiihers: — Meflrt. 
Longmans, Triibner, James Parker, Macmillan, A. and C. Black and 
Thorn. The price of each volume is 15^. 





PAPERS BELONGING TO PUBLIC 
DEPARTMENTS. 

HE cuftody of the public records is not 
confined to the ancient and modern rolls 
of our courts of law, and to ancient de- 
fpatches, but alfo extends to the more 
recent papers of our offices of State, Hardly a day 
paffes but that important documents either from the 
TreafurVj the Foreign Office, or other Departments are 
lodged for prefervation and arrangement within the iron 
cages of the Fetter Lane repofitory. 

Admiralty.' 
Among the papers belonging to this department 
— Admiralty Order Books, Bill Books, Account Books, 
ViAualling Books, Certificate Books, Coafting BookS; 
Tranfport Books, Half-Pay Books, Log Books, 
Letter Books, Memoranda Books, Minute Books, 
Mufter Books, Order Books, Pay Books, Pen- 

• Documents belonging to the Secretary's Department open to the 
public to iSoo. Documents belonging to ihe Accountant-General's 
Department not open at all. 
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fions Books^ Salary Books, Admiralty and Navy Lifts, 
Houfehold Account of Hofpitals, Bills of various 
clafles. Certificates of Captains and other officers. Dock- 
yards Accounts, Various Ledgers, Lifts of Veflfels in 
the Navy which have been loft, taken, or converted to 
other ufes. Lifts of Veflels added to the Navy fince 
1688, Lifts of Prifoners of War, &c. &c. &c. Papers 
belonging to the Admiralty Regiftry are not open at all 
to the public without reference being made to the head 
of the department. 

Audit Office} 

Among the papers belonging to this department 
are: — Annuities and Dividend Books, Paymafter's Books, 
Chelfea Hofpital Accounts, Accounts of CommiiTaries, 
Governors, &c., Compenfation Books, Cuftom Accounts, 
Controller of Army Accounts, Military Eftablifliment 
Books, Firft Fruits and Tenths Books, Mint Solicitors' 
Accounts, Ordnance Accounts, Poft Office Accounts, 
Stamp Accounts, Stationery Office Accounts, Wardrobe 
Accounts, Board of Works Accounts, &c. &c. &c. 

Home Office} 

Among the papers belonging to this department 
are : — Compofition Papers (Commonwealth) ; Letters 
and Papers relating to domeftic afiairs from 1509 — 
1 830 ; Ecclefiaftical Papers, Council Regifters, Mufters, 

^ Documents belonging to this Office partially open to 1760. 
* Documents belonging to this Ofifice open to 1760, 
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Sign Manuals, Grants, Councils of War, Lifts of 
Juftices, Petitions, Draft Order Books, Parliamentary 
Orders, Militia Commiffions, Bills of Mortality, Procla- 
mations, Warrants, Secretary's Letter Books, Hiftory of 
State Paper Office, Letters and Papers relating to 
Ireland and Scotland, &c. &c. &c. 

Foreign Office.^ 

Thefe documents confift of letters and papers relating 
to Algiers, Denmark, Flanders, France, Germany, 
German States, Genoa, Holland, Italian States, Malta, 
Hamburgh, Poland, Portugal, Pruffia, Ruffia, Savoy, 
Sardinia, Scotland, Sicily and Naples, Tufcany, Spain, 
Sweden, Turkey and Venice. Thefe papers begin in 
1 509, and in many inftances continue in an unbroken 
fucceffion to 18 10. Among the Foreign Office docu- 
ments is alfo the valuable coUedlion of Treaty Papers. 

Colonial Office} 

The documents of the Colonial Office, as one may 
eafily fuppofe, confift of letters and papers relating to our 
various Colonies. They run from Elizabeth to 1849. 

"Treafury? 

Among the papers belonging to this department 
are: — Various Warrants and Books of Accounts; 
Revenue Books, Fee Books, Penfions and Annuities, 



^ Documents belonging to this Office open to 1760. 
* Documents belonging to this Office open to 1760, except the 
North American Correfpondence, which is only open to 1702. 
^ Documents belonging to this Office open to 1820. 
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American Books, Balancing Books, Civil Lift Difpofi- 
tion Books, Confolidated Fund Books, Crown Leaie 
Books, Docquet Books, Commiflariat Accounts, Council 
Books, Military Eftabliftiment Books, Money Books, 
Books relating to Cuftoms and Excife, Bengal Papers, 
Treafury Board Papers, Irifh Books, Warrant Books, 
Letter Books, Prize Money Lifts, Lord Chamberlain's 
Books, Mint Books, Minute Books, Order Books, Patent 
Books, Various Regifters of Papers, Police Accounts, 
Difpofition Books, Tax Books, Wood Books, African 
Company's Papers, Slave Compenfation Papers, and 
numerous other volumes and papers connefted with the 
working of the department.* 

War Office.'' 

Among the papers belonging to this department 
are: — Agents' and Paymafters* Accounts, Adjutant 
Rolls, Baggage Orders, Canadian Accounts, Cafualty 
Returns, Commiflariat Letters, Defaulter Papers, Effefts 
Papers, Efti mates, Difcharges, Pay Lifts, Hofpital 
Accounts, Non-eff^edive Accounts, Marching Orders, 
Militia Accounts, Monthly Returns of Corps for home 
and foreign ftations. Old Series Papers, Military Prifons 
Accounts, Service Records, Volunteer Corps Papers, 
Smart Returns, &c. &c. &c. 

^ For a Chronological Lift of Lords High Treafurers and Chief 
Commiffioners of the Treafury from the acceffion of Hen. Vll. fee 
Appendix, 25th Report of Deputy Keeper of Public Records. 

* Documents belonging to this Office open to 1820. 





A BRIEF GLOSSARY OF WORDS 

TO BE FOUND IN THE PUBLIC 

RECORDS. 

■In the framing of this Glofiary 1 have been indebted 
) the works of Blount, Bra^on, Coke upon Little- 
m, Cowel, Du Cangfe, Du Frefne, Fleta, Kelham, 
Spelman, and Thorpe, — a considerable portion of 
! whose definitions are to be tbund in Wharton's excel- 
lent Law Diiftionary. 1 have alfo confolted Termes de la Ley, and 
the diflionariea of Jacob, Tomlin, Bofworth, Cotgrave, Littleton, and 
Ainfworth. For feveral of my definitions I am under obligations to the 
gloftary of mediseval Latin by Mr. H,T. Riley, attached to the fecond 
volume of his "MunimentaGildhalls Londonienfis ; " to the gloftary 
of Profeftor Stubbs at the end of his work, " Documents Illuftrative 
of Engli{h Hiftory;" and to the gloftary of Mr. Thomas Wright at 
the end of the fecond volume of his " Political Poems and Songs 
relating to Bnglilh Hiftory." For a moft valuable gloftary of obfolete 
Engli(h words the reader is referred to the la(l-named work. 

Abacinare, a puni{hment defcribed by hiflorians of the Middle Ages. 

The criminal was blinded by the means of red-hot irons held 

before his eyes. 
Abacot, the royal cap of (late formerly worn by the fovereigns of 

England. 
Abailor, a ftealer and driver-away of cattle by herds or in great 

numbers at once. 
Abannition, a baniftiment of one or two years for manllaughter. 
Abamare, to lay bare, difcover, dete<5t. 
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Abarftick, infatiable. 

Abaiuda, anything diminifhed. Moneta abatuda is money clipped 

or diminifhed in value. 
Abavus, a great-grandfather's-father. 
AbaviUy a great-grandfather's-mother. 
Abbatis, an avener or fteward of the (lables ; an oftler. 
Abbrocator, a broker. 

Abbrocby to monopolize goods or foreftall a market. 
Abdiiorium, a hiding-place to conceal goods, or a chefl in which 

reliques are kept. 
Abeched, to be fatisfied. 

AberemurdeTy downright murder as diflinguifhed from manflaughter. 
Abigeat, the crime of dealing cattle by droves or herds; a mif- 

carriage procured by art. 
Abladium, cut corn. 
Abnepos, a nephew's nephew. 

Abfoniare, to fhun or avoid, ufed by the Englifh in the oath of fealty. 
Acatum, a purchafe. 

Accapitare, to pay relief to lords of manors. 
Accerfire, to fummon. 
Accidia, floth, melancholy. 
Accipitrarius, the keeper of the hawks. 
Accola, a hufbandman who comes from fome other country to till 

the land ; the oppofite of incola. 
Accredulitarey to purge an offence by an oath. 
Achat, a purchafe or bargain. 

Acber/ety a meafure of corn fuppofed to have been eight bufhels. 
Achwre, an enclofure of wattles or thorns furrounding a building to 

prevent cattle damaging the thatch. 
Aclea, a field where oaks grow. 
AcquietarCy to acquit, abfolve ; quietum reddere. 
Acroifa, or Acruciay blindnef^. 
Acroma, a concert of mufic, for acroama. 
A6lilia, military utenfils. 
A6io, a coat of mail. 
A6ius, a footway and horfeway. 
Adaquare, to drown. 
Adcordabilis denarii^ money paid by a vaf^al to his lord upon the 

felling or exchanging of a feud. 
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Addition^ the title or myftery and place of abode of a perfon befides 

his names. 
Adeling^ ^theling, or Edling, a title of honour among the Englifh, 

properly belonging to the king's children (asdelan, Sax.). 
Adiratus, a price fet upon things loft or ftolen as a recompenfe to the 

owner. 
Admerciare, to punifh by a pecuniary mul<5l. 
Adnichiled, annulled, cancelled, made void. 
Adquieto, payment. 
Adre6lare, to fatisfy or make amends. 
Adulterinus, unlawful ; applied to caftles ere<5led without royal 

licenfe. 
Adunare, to unite. 
Advocare, to avouch, to vouch to warranty, to recognize as fuperior 

lord, and hence to hold an eftate as a fief from fuch a lord. 
^fe/n, remuneration to the proprietor of a domain for the privilege 
of feeding fwine under the oaks and beeches of his woods. 
Pqfnagium or Pannagium in Latin. 
^gylde, Agylde or Orgylde, uncompenfated, unpaid for, unavenged. 
^hlip, tranfgreffion of the law. 
^hte-fwan, a fwineherd. 
^Imfeoh, Peter's pence paid to the Pope. 
^thelingy fee Adeling. 
^thlyp, efcape, af^ault. 
Aerea^ an eyrie. 

AffeerorSf perfons who in courts leet fettle and moderate the fines 
and amercements impofed on offences that are arbitrarily 
punifhable. 
Affidatus, a tenant by fealty, a retainer. 
Affinagey refining metal ; hence fine and refine. 
Afforare, to fet a price on a thing. 
Afforciament, a fortreft or other fortification. 
Affbrciare, to add, increafe, or make ftronger. 
Afforeftare, to turn ground into a foreft. 
Affriy bullocks, horfes, or beafts of the plough. 
Affugere, to fly from. 
Affuramentum, af^ef^ment. 

Agalma, an impreffion or image of anything on a feal. 
Agenfrida, the true lord or owner of anything. 
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Agenhina, a gueft at an inn, who having ftayed there three nights, 

was then looked upon as one of the family. 
Agild, free from penalties. 
Agiler^ an obferver, informer. 
Agitlarius, a keeper of cattle in a common field folemnly fwom at 

the lord's court. 
Agiji, to feed ftrangers* cattle in the royal foreft and to colle<$l the 

money due for it. 
Agiftamentum, right of turning cattle into the woods at fpecial 

feafons of the year. 
AgiuSy holy. 

Agnatio, kindred by the father. 
Agufadura, a fee due from valvals to their lord for fharpening, 

ploughing tackle. 
Agweddi, a portion given with a bride. 
Aillt, a villain. 

Alanerarius, a keeper of dogs for the fport of hawking, a falconer. 
Alanius, an exa<5lor. 
Album, white rent paid in filver. 
Alfet, the cauldron full of boiling water into which the criminal 

held his arm for a time as an ordeal. 
Allaunds, hare hounds. 

AUegiarCy to defend or juftify by due courfe of law. 
Alleviare, to pay an accuftomed fine. 
Allocare, to allow. Allocation an award. 

Allodarii, tenants having as great an eftate as fubje<$ls can enjoy. 
Almaria, the archives of a church or library. 
Almodarii, lords of free manors. 
Almoin, a tenure of lands by Divine fervice. 
Almonarium, a fafe in which broken vi<^uals were ftored for diflri- 

bution among the poor. 
Alnage or Aulnage, a meafure, particularly the meafuring with 

an ell. 
Alnetum, a grove of alder trees. 
Alodial, or Allodial, or Allodium, a holding of lands in abfolute 

pofleflfion without acknowledging any fuperior lord; contra- 

diftinguifhed from feudal lands which are held of fuperiors. 
Alody, inheritable land. 
Amba6ius, a fervant or client. 
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Amber or Ambra, a meafure of four bufhels. 

Amerciamentum, a pecuniary mul<^; Sijine can only be impofed by 

courts of record, an amercement by courts not of record. 
Amita^ an aunt by the father. 

Ammobragium, a fervice, or poll money, like chevage. 
Amodoy from henceforth. 
Amortize, to alienate lands in mortmain, which cannot be done 

without licence from the Crown. 
Anca, a goofe. 

Ancillare, to bring into fubje<$lion. 
Andaga or Andceg, a day or term appointed for the hearing of a 

caufe. 
Anfeldtyhde, a fimple accufation. 
Angylde, the rate fixed by law at which certain injuries to perfon 

or property were to be paid for ; in injuries to the perfon it feems 

to be equivalent to the wer, or the price at which every man was 

valued. 
Anhlote, a fingle tax paid according to the cuftom of the country, as 

/cot and lot. 
Appenfura, payment of money at the fcale or by weight. 
Appretiare, to appraife or value. 
Appruare, to take to one's ufe or profit. 
Aquagium, a toll paid for water carriage. 
Arabant, applied to thofe who held by the tenure of ploughing and 

tilling the lord's lands within the manor. 
Arcus felliB, a faddle bow. 
Arentare, to let out at a certain rent. 
Arejlare, to arrefl ; alfo arrejlare. 
Armiger, an efquire ; a title of dignity belonging to gentlemen who 

bear arms. 
Amalia, arable grounds. 
Arpen or Arpent, an acre or furlong of g^round; according to 

Domefday, ICX) perches made an arpent. 
Arraire, to array, to keep in order. 
Arrenatus, arraigned, accufed. 
Arrura, a day's work at plough. 
Afcriptitius, bound to the foil : applied to the condition of a 

villanus. 
Afiaia pants, aftay of bread ; ajlaiator, an examiner. 
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Ajlartum, a clearing in a wood. 

AJlewiare, to draw or drain water from marfh grounds. 

Affidere, to afteft. 

AJlurcarius, keeper of the great hawks. 

Atenere, to extend, to hold from fuch a time onwards. 

Atbe^ atba, or ath, an oath. 

Atilia, uteniils or country implements. 

Attachiare, to feize perfons or goods by legal proceft. 

Atterminare, to appoint a term for hearing. 

Attomare, to appoint a fubftitute. 

Avenage, a certain quantity of oats paid by a tenant to his landlord 

as a rent or in lieu of fome other duties. 
Avera^ a day's work of a ploughman. 
Averia, cattle ; alfo chattels generally. 
Averiuniy the bed live bead due to the lord as an heriot on his 

tenant's death. 
Averus, a farm horfe. 
Avia, a grandmother. 
Avifamentum, due confideration. 

Baca, an iron hook, a line with a hook at the end of it. 

Bacbeleria, gentry beneath the rank of barons. 

Bacoy a bacon hog ; ufed in old charters. 

Baga, a ring or jewel. 

Bagavel. Edward I. granted to the citizens of Exeter, by charter, 
the colle<5lion of a certain tribute or toll upon all manner of 
wares brought to that city to be fold, to be applied towards the 
paving of the (Ireets, repairing the walls, and maintaining the 
city, which was commonly called in old Englifh, begavelj betbu- 
gavel, and cbipping^gaveL 

Sabadum, a cheft or coffer. 

Bajardour, a bearer of any weight or burden. 

Balearis, an arbaleft. 

BaliJlariuSy an arbalefter or croft bowman. 

Ballium, charge. 

Balliva, a bailiwick or jurifdi<$lion. 

Bancum, a bench. 

Bannitus, an outlaw, a banifhed man. 

Barbicanage, money given towards the maintenance of a barbican. 



A Glojjary. 129 



Barcariuniy a fheepcote^ a (heepwalk. 

Barillus, a barrel. 

Baro, a tenant in chief holding by barony, properly a vaftal. 

Baronagium, the colle<^ed barons as an eftate of the realm. 

Barridus^ proud, powerful. 

Barton^ Berton^ or Burton, demefne lands of a manor, a great 

farm, a courtyard. 
Bafelard, a weapon, a poignard. 
Bedellus, a beadle. 
Benertb, an ancient fervice which a tenant rendered to his lord with 

plough and cart. 
Berbiage, a rent paid for the depafturing of fheep. 
Bercheria, a fheepfold. 

Bernarius, bear-ward, the keeper of the king's bears. 
Bijia, a hind or doe. 

Bi'fcotj a fine of 2s. for not repairing banks, ditches and caufeways. 
Bladarius, a corn-chandler. 
Bladum, corn. 

Blancus, white. Blanci, white money or fterling. 
Blod-wity an amercement for bloodfhed. 
Boc, a charter. Boc-land, land held by charter. 
Bolhagium, a little houfe or cottage. 
Bordarii or Bordimanni, boors, hufbandmen, cottagers. 
Bord-brigcb, violation of furetyfhip. 
Bordlands, demefnes which a lord keeps on his own lands for the 

maintenance of his board or table. 
Bordlode or Bordage^ a fervice required of tenants to carry timber 

out of the lord's woods to his houfe. 
Borelfolk, country people. 
Borb, a furety, a pledge. 

Bofcage, food which wood and trees yield to cattle. 
Bo/caria, woodhoufes or oxhoufes. 
Bot, amends, reparation, 
Botbagium, dues paid to the lord of the manor for the ere<^ion of 

booths in fairs or markets. 
Bovaria, a cowhoufe. 
Bovata TerroB, as much land as an ox can plough ; 8 bovatcB make 

1 carucate. 
Bracenarius, a huntfman or mafter of the hounds. BracetuSj a hound 

K 
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Braciator^ a brewer. Brecina, a brewhoufe. 

Bredwite, a fine impofed for defaults in the affize of bread. 

Breve, a writ. 

Brigbote, contribution for the repairs of bridges, walls and caiUes. 

BroceUOt a wood, a covert of bruihwood. Brufcia, a wood. 

BrucuSj a kind of locuft. 

BrueriUj thorns, briars, heath. 

Bundaj a boundary. 

Burdare, to jouft. 

Burgagium, tenure of land or houfes in a borough, equivalent to 

free and common focage in the country. 
Burgator, a burglar. 
Burgh, a fortreft, caftle, borough. 
Burgberiftbe, a breach of the peace in a city. 
Burgmote, a court of a borough. 

Burrocbium, a fmall weir where traps are laid for the taking of fiih. 
Bufca, brufh or underwood. 
Bu/ellus, a bufhel. 
ButellariuSj a butler. 

Cablijb, brufhwood ; or, according to Spelman, windfall-wood. 

Cacbepolus, an inferior bailiff. 

Ccementarius, a stonemafon. 

Calangium, a challenge, claim, or difpute. 

Calcea, chalk. 

Calculus, a counter. 

Calefagium, a right to take fuel yearly. 

Calumniare, to claim without deceit. 

Cambiare, to exchange. 

Camerarius, a chamberlain, keeper of accounts. 

Campertum, a corn-field. 

Can, clearance, averment. 

Cancillare, to cancel, to erafe by crof^-lining. 

Candelarius, a maker of candles. 

Canfara, a trial by hot iron. 

Capella, a chapel, furniture required by a priefl for divine fervice. 

Capita, abuttals or boundaries. 

Capitate vivens, live cattle. 

Capitilitium, poll money. 
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Capito, a fifh, the gurnard. 

Capo, a capon. 

Carcannum, a prifon. 

Care6ia and Care6iata, a cart and cart-load. 

Cariare, to carry. Cariagium, carriage. 

Carijlia, dearth, fear city, dearneft. 

Cark, a quantity of wool ; 30 equal a farplar. 

Caruca, a plough. Carucagium, a tax impofed on every plough for 

the public fervice. 
Carucatarius, one who held lands in plough tenure. 
Carucate, a plough land of 1 00 acres ; or, according to Skene, as 

much land as may be tilled in a year and a day by one plough. 
Cajlare, to quafh. 
Catallum, a chattel. 
Catafcopus, an archdeacon. 
Ceap, a bargain, anything for fale ; alfo cattle as being the ufual 

medium of barter. Ceap-gild, market price. 
Cenegildj an expiatory mul<5l paid by one who killed another to the 

kindred of the deceafed. 
CenellcB, acorns from the oak. 
Cenfarii, farmers. 

Centena, a hundred ; centenarius, the head man of the hundred. 
Ceorly a churl ; originally a freeman who is not noble, in oppofition 

to eorl; at a later period the name (lood for villanus. 
CerariuSy a maker of wax tapers. 
Cervifariij a duty called by the Englifh drinclean, i. e. retributio 

potuSy paid by tenants. Cervijia, beer, 
Certiorare, to make certain. 
Cerura, a mound, fence, or inclofure. 
Cervicatus, proud, overbearing. 
Cbacea, a (lation of game more extended than a park, and lef^ than 

a foreft ; alfo the liberty of hunting within a certain di{lri<5l ; alfo 

a droveway. 
Cbaceare, to chafe. 
Cbevagium, a kind of poll money paid by fuch as held land in vil- 

lenage to their lords. 
Cbildwite, a fine of a bondwoman unlawfully begotten with child. 
Chiminagium, toll due by cuftom for having a way through a foreft. 
Cbiminum, a road. 
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Circada, a tribute anciently paid to the bifhop or archbiihop for 
vifiting churches. 

Ciric'fceatf church fcot ; an ecclefiaflical due payable on the day of 
St. Martin, confiding chiefly of com. 

CirotbecariuSj a glover. 

Cijlor, a tailor, a (hearman. 

Claia, a hurdle. 

Clamare^ to claim, to complain. 

Clawa, a clofe or fmall meafure of land. 

CleperBj to fteal. 

Clougb, a valley. 

Coadunare, to get together, to get the harvefl in. 

Cock/etus, a cockfwain. 

Cognatioj kindred by the mother. 

CoUiftrigium, the pillory. 

Comes, a gejitb or companion of a lord, generally an carl. 

ComitatuSj a county, the county court. 

Comitia, a legal af^embly, fuch as the county court. 

Commearey to come backwards and forwards at pleafure ; the oppo- 
fite to rejidere. 

Commortb, a contribution colle<5led at marriages, or when young 
priefts faid the firft maizes. 

Concelamentum, concealment. 

Concubaria, a fold where cattle lie. 

Conludium, collufion. 

Confiderare, to give judgment, to award. 

ConfobrinuSy a fitter's fon or coufin german by the mother. 

Contenementunty the amount of property necelkary for a man to 
maintain his pofition as knight or baron. 

Continuare, to continue, to adjourn. 

Convenire, to make application to a judge ; to be ag^reed ; to con- 

fult ; to come together. 
Convention a covenant. 
Coopertus, caparifoned. 
CordariuSj a rope-maker. 

Comagium, a kind of tenure in grand serjeanty, the fervice of 
which was to blow a horn when any invafion of the Scots was 
perceived. This old fervice was afterwards paid in money, and 
accounted for by the fheriffs under the title of comagium. 
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Comare, to blow the horn. 

Coronare filium, to make one's fon a pried. 

Cortis, a court or yard before a houfe. 

Cofcinum, a meafure of corn. 

Cojla, the coaft. 

Cotellus or Coteria, a fmall cottage or homeftall. 

CoterelluSj a fervile tenant who held in mere villenage. 

Gotland and Cotfetbland, land held by a cottager, whether in focage 
or villenage. 

Counare, to collect, to amaf^. 

Couthutlagh, one who willingly concealed an outlaw. % 

Covinous, fraudulent. 

Cravare, to impeach. 

Crementum, increafe or profit of a ferm over and above the fixed fum 
at which it is let. 

Crociarius, the crof^-bearer who went before the prelate. Crocus, 
a crook or hook. 

Cruciatus, a crufader. 

Cultura, a parcel of arable land. 

Culvertage, bafe flavery ; the confifcation of an eflate. 

Cuneus, a place to coin money. 

Curialis, courteous. 

Curtilagium, a court-yard or piece of ground Jying near and belong- 
ing to a dwelling-houfe. 

Cujiuma, cuftom in the fenfe of tax. 

Cujlus, cofti 

Cyne-bot or Cyne-gild, the portion belonging to the nation of the 
mul(5l for killing the king, the other portion, or wer, being due to 
his family. 

Cyning, a king ; a fon or child of the people ; manifeflly a patro- 
nymic, like Uffing, fon of Uffa, &c, 

Cyrce, a church. 

Dolus, Dailus, Dailia, a certain meafure of land. 

Danegelt, a tribute of is., and afterwards of 2s., upon every hide of 

land throughout the kingdom, for maintaining a fufficient force to 

refift the Danifh pirates who annoyed our coafls. 
Dangeria, money payment made by foreft tenants that they might 

have liberty to plough and fow in time of pannage or mafl feeding. 
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Dapifer, a]]fteward either of a king or lord. 

Darrein^ the laft ; corruption of dernier, 

DayerieL, a dairy. 

Deadvocarej to difclaim. 

Deafforejlarey to disforeft. 

Dealbare, to whiten. DealhatoTy a bleacher. 

Decania^ a tithing. 

DecanuSy a dean ; the head man of a tithing. 

Decurtatorj a clipper of coin. 

Dedbana, an actual homicide or manflaughter. 

Ijefenjiva^ a lord or earl of the marches who was the warden and 
defender of his country. 

Defortiarej to difpofteft by violence. 

Demefney that part of the lands of a manor which the lord has not 
granted out on tenancy, but which is referved for his own ufe and 
occupation. 

Demi-viUy a town confiding of five free men or frank-pledges. 

DenaritiSy a penny. 

Denhardy a pen for hogs. 

DenteSy a grating. 

Deodandumy a deodand, or gift to God. 

Detachiarey to feize another perfon's goods, &c., by attachment or 
other proceft of law. 

DetaUia, retail. 

DetonfoTy a clipper of the coin. 

Detunicare, to lay open to the world. 

DextrariuSy a war-horfe. 

Diariuniy as much food as will fuffice for the day. 

DiafperatuSy ftained with many colours. 

DiffacerCy to deftroy. 

Diffidarey to defy. 

DiUigrouty pottage formerly made for the king's table . on corona- 
tion day. 

Dijbofcatioy a turning wood ground into arable or pafture. 

Difcarcarey to unlade a (hip. 

Disfacerey to annul. 

Difmey a tenth ; the tenth of all fpiritual livings. 

DifpenfariuSy a fteward. 

Difperfonarey to difparage. 
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Difpqfitio, a divifion. 

Difrationare, to juftify, to difprovc. 

Dijlaijiare, to difpofteft. 

Diffignare, to break open a feal. 

DiJlriSiio, a diftreft, a diftraint. 

Dijlringere, to diflrain, to compel by feizure of goods. 

Divi/a, a devife by will, a boundary ; alfo a court held on the 
boundary to fettle difputes of tenants. 

Dolg'bote, a recompenfe for a wound. 

^Dolium, a tun of liquor. 

Dome or Doom, a judgment, fentence, or decree. 

Dome/men J judges appointed to determine fuits. 

Domicellus, a better fort of fervant in monafteries ; alio an appella- 
tion of a king's baftard. Domicella, a damfel. 

Dominicum, demefne. 

Dowl, a divifion. 

Dru, a thicket or wood. 

Dry-crcBft, magic, witchcraft. 

Dunfets, people that dwell on hilly places. 

Dunum or Duna, a down or hill. 

Ealder or Ealding, an elder or chief. 
Ealdorman, the chief magiftrate of a {hire. 
Ealhorda, the privilege of aflizing and felling beer. 
Edejlia, buildings. 
Efters, ways, walks, or hedges. 
Einefcia, feniority. 

Eleemo/ynce, pof^eflions belonging to the Church, 
Eleemofynarius, an almoner. 
Elongare, to difpofe of, to remove to a diflance. 
Eluviones, fewers. 

Emblers de gentz, a ftealing from the people. 
Emenda, amends. 

Emendals, money in referve for reparation of loftes or other emer- 
gent occafions. 
Emendare, to make amends for any crime or offence committed. 
Emendatioy reparation, amends, a fine. 
Enbrever, to write down in fhort. 
Encheafon, caufe, occafion. 
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Eorlas, noblemen, oppofed to ceorlas. 

Equitatura, the furniture of a horfe or horfe foldier. 

Errare, to go on the eyre or itinerate. 

EJhrancatura, cutting off branches in forefts. 

E/cambium, or Excambium, an exchange. 

Efcapium, that which coipes by phapce or accident. 

Efchaeta, Efcaeta, Excaeta, the reverfion of a fief to the lord on 
the extin<$lion or corruption of the blood ; alfo the eftate {o ef- 
cheated. Efcaetor was the officer who received the efcheats of the 
Crown. 

Efcbeccum, a jury or inquifition. 

Efcot, a tax formerly paid in boroughs towards the fupport of the 
community, which is called ^cot and lot. 

Efcuage, a pecuniary inilead of a military fervice ; this kind of feudal 
tenure was called fcutagium or fervitium fcuti^ fcutum being then 
a well-known denomination for money. 

Efnecca, a (hip of tranfport. 

EfperveriuSj a fparrowhawk. 

EJlaium or Ejlayum^ trial, examination by fire. 

EJlarturttj woodlands turned into tillage by uprooting the trees and 
removing the underwood. See Ai^artum. 

EJlonium, an excufe. 

EJioveriuniy fire-wood ; originally ftufT generally. 

Ewage, toll paid for water paf^age. See Aquag^ium. 

Ewbrice, adultery, 

Excidentia, efcheats. 

Exfrediare, to break the peace. 

Exitus, outgoings, if^ue. • 

Expeditatioj the cutting out the ball of a dog's forefeet fo as to pre- 
vent him being ufed in hunting. 

Expedition the duty of military fervice incumbent on all allodial 
owners. 

Ex/artum, land redeemed from the foreft and made arable. 

Extocare, to grub up lands and reduce them to arable or meadow. 

Extra6ian an eftreat. 

Extraneus, a foreigner, a ftranger. 

Exuperarey to overcome, to apprehend. 

Fa6lum, a deed or grant. 

Fceder-feoby the portion brought by a wife to her hufband, and which 

/ 
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reverted to a widow in cafe the heir of her deceafed hufband re- 

fufed his confent to her fecond marriage. 
Falcatura, one day's mowing of graft, a cuftomary fervice to the 

lord by his inferior tenants. 
Fdconarius, a falconer. 

Falda, a flieepfold. Faldce cur/us, a flieepwalk. 
Faldage, a common of pafture for flieep. 
Fdejia, a hill or down by the fea-fide. 
Falfonarius, a forger ; alfo falfarius. 
Falfoneria, forgery of coin and charters. 
Farinagium, a toll on meal or 6our. 
Farlen, money paid by tenants in lieu of heriot. 
Favijlor^ a favourer or maintained 
Felagus, a fellow, comrade, or fwom brother. 
Fengeld, a tax exacted for the repelling of enemies. 
Feodi-firma, fee farm. 

Feodum, a fief, an eftate held by tenure from a fuperior lord. 
Feoh, cattle, money. 
Feonatio, the fawning time. 

Feorm-fultum, rent paid in kind from public lands. 
Ferdingus, a freeman of the lowed claft. 
Ferdwit, quit of manflaughter committed in the army ; alfo a fine 

impofed on perfons for not going forth in a military expedition. 
Feria, a fair. 

Ferling, the fourth part of a penny. 
Ferlingus, a furlong. 

Fermifona, the winter feafon for killing deer. 
Ferro, an ironmonger. 
Fief d'haubert, knight fervice. 
Filar e, to file. 
Filiolus, a godfon. 
Finisy a payment made to procure the end of a lawfuit or immunity 

from moleftation. 
Fire-botCy fuel for neceftary ufe allowed to tenants out of the lands 

granted to them. 
Firma, ferm or farm ; fixed fum or rent payable by way of compo- 

fition; the profits of the county jurifdii^lions let at fixed fums to 

the fherifTs. 
Firmarius, one who fermed or compounded by an annual fixed 

payment for the revenues of his official pofition. 
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Firtnatioj the doe feafon. 

FifcuSy the' Exchequer ; revenue. 

FlacOj a place covered with (landing water. ^ 

Flem, an outlaw. 

Flemefwite, the poi^effion of the goods of fugitives. 

Flet, houfe, home. 

Flocciy refufe wool. 

JFTyma, a runaway, fugitive. 

Focage, rank after-graf^ not eaten in fummer ; alfo fire-bote. 

Folc'land, the land of the folk or people — terra popularis qtUB jure 

communi pqffidetur — -fine fcripto, 
FolC'tnote, a general af^embly of the people to confider matters con- 
cerning the commonwealth ; alfo any kind of public meeting. 
Folgarey to follow. 
Folgarii, menial fervants. 
Folgere, a freeman who is the retainer of another for whom he 

performs certain predial fervices. 
Foragium, draw when the corn is thrafhed out. 
Foraneus, a foreigner. 
Forbannitus, pirate. 
ForceleSium^ a fortreft. 
Forefiely an af^ault. 

Forgabulum, a quit rent, a fmall referved rent in money. 
Forinfecus, outlawed, foreign. 
Forisfacere, to offend, or injure. 
ForisfaSiurtty forfeiture. 
Forisjudicare, to pronounce forfeited. 

Fomagium, the fee taken by a lord of his tenant, who was bound 
to bake in the lord's common oven, or for a permiffion to ufe 
his own. 
Forfes, waterfalls. 

Forfiallatioy ob(lru<5lion or hindrance. 
Fojlagium, duty levied on the inhabitants for repairing the moat or 

ditch round a fortified town. 
Fra6litiumj arable land. 
Francus, a freeman, a freeholder. 
FrancuS'plegiuSy a frank pledge ; a member of an af^ociation for 

mutual fecurity. 
Frifcus, frefh, uncultivated ground. 
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Frith^ peace : frith-gild ; members of an af^ociation for mutual 
protection; frith-borga, an af^ociation of ten men for mutual 
fecurity ; frith-borgus, a member of fuch an af^ciation ; fritb-bot, 
payment to atone for breach of peace. 

Frumjiolj original or paternal dwelling. 

Fugare, to hunt ; fugatio, a hunting ground. 

Fumage, a tax paid to the fovereign for every houfe that had a 
chimney. 

Fundus, the foil. 

Furca, the gallows. 

Fumiare, to bake. 

Fujlarius, a joiner. 

Fyrd, fyrdungy the land force of the whole country. 

Gabel, an excife ; a rent, cudom or fervice. 

Gafol, rent. 

Gaiola, a prifon, a gaol. 

Garba, a (heaf of corn ; a handful. 

Garcioj a ferving man. 

Gardia, cuftody. 

Gameflura, neceffities for the defence of a town or caftle. 

Gavelman, a tenant liable to tribute. 

Geldare, to pay tax. 

Gelduntj a tax of any fort. 

Gemot, a meeting. 

Geneatland, land cultivated by geneats, or perfons holding by fervice, 

GerfumariuSy liable to be fined. 

Gerfumna, an exa<5lion. 

Gejithcundman, a man in the rank of gejith or comes .- a companion 

of a king, a great lord, and fo ennobled by fervice. 
Gewineda, the ancient convention of the people to decide a caufe. 
Gewitenemot, witenagemot. 

Gierefgieve, a bribe given to the king's officers for connivance. 
Gilda, an af^ociation for mutual prote<ftion, mercantile obje<5ls or 

for religious worfhip. 
Gifarma, a dart. 

Glebari<B, turfs dug out of the ground. 
Goliardus, a jefter. 
Gradarius, an ambling horfe. 
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Grangia, a grange, a farm-houfe, 
Grantum, fecurity given. 
Gravare, to aggrieve. 
Greve, power, authority. 
Grifeum, grey. 
Grith, peace, prote<ftion. 
GuUwit, amends for a trefpai^. 
Gwerra, or guerra, war. 
Gwerrina, in a (late of war. 

Habentia, riches. 

Hagia, haia, a hedge. 

HaUage, toll paid for goods fold in a halt. 

HaUmote, the local court of a franchife. 

Hamma, a little meadow. 

Hamfoca, a penalty for breach of the peace by forcible entry into a 
man's houfe. 

Hand'habend, or hond-habend. See Hontfongenethef. 

Hangewitha, a liberty to be quit of a felon or thief hanged without 
judgment or efcaped out of cuftody. 

Hanfa, a trade guild. 

Haracia, a ftud of horfes. 

Healfang, or halsfang^ the pillory ; alfo a pecuniary mul6l to com- 
mute for (landing in the pillory. 

Heda, a fmall haven or landing place. 

Hedagium, toll for landing goods. 

Heimfaray a breach of peace by forcibly entering a man's houfe. 

Henfarey a fine for flight on account of murder. 

Hengew, a prifon. 

Heorthfejly or hudefcBfty having a fixed hearth or dwelling. 

Herbagium, herbage. 

Herbergare, to harbour. 

Herciare, to harrow ; hercia, a harrow. 

Herebannuniy a fine for not going armed into the field when 
fummoned. 

Herefare, a going to war. 

Heretuniy a court or yard. 

Herioty originally a tribute to the lord of a manor of the horfe or 
habiliments of the deceafed tenants, in order that the milituB 
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apparatus might continue to be ufed for the purpofe of national 
defence by each fucceeding tenant. On the decline of the military 
tenures, the heriot was commuted for a money payment, or for 
the tenant's beft bead (averiutn) or dead chattel, which is mod 
commonly compounded for. 

HernefcuSj heyrinus, a heron. 

Hibemagium, feafon for fowing winter com. 

Hide of land, fuch a fpace as might be ploughed with one plough, 
or as much as would maintain the family of a hide or manfion- 
houfe. According to fome, it was fixty acres; others make it 
eighty; and others, again, a hundred. The quantity probably 
was always determined by local ufage. In the reign of Henry II. 
it was fixed at one hundred acres. 

Hirfi, hurjl, a wood. 

Hlaford, a lord. Hlafordfocna, a lord's protection. 

Hlothe, an unlawful aftembly, from eight to thirty-five. 

Hokeday, the fecond Tuefday afiter Eafter. Hoke-Tuefday-money, 
a duty given to the landlord that his tenants and bondmen might 
folemnize the day on which the Englifh conquered the Danes, 
being the fecond Tuefday af^er Eafter week. 

Homagium, hominium, the procef^ of acknowledging onefelf the 
vaftal of a feudal fuperior. 

Homiplagium, the maiming of a man. 

Honor, a feignory of feveral manors held under one baron or lord 
paramount ; alfo thofe dignities or privileges, degrees of nobility, 
knighthood, and other titles, which flow from the Crown, the 
fountain of honour. 

Hontfongenethef, or honfangenetbef, a thief taken with the thing 
(lolen in his hand. 

Hookland, land ploughed and fown every year. 

Hope, a valley. 

Horda, a cow in calf. 

Horderium, a treafury or repofitory. 

Horn- geld, a foreft tax paid for horned beafts. 

Hofpitatus, inhabited. 

Hojlelagium, a right to have lodging and entertainment referved 
by lords in their tenants' houfes. 

Hojleriutn, a hoe. 

Hojliarius, a door-keeper, an ufher. 
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Hojlium, a door. 

HundredariuSy the bailiff of the hundred. 

Hundredum^ Hundredus, Hundretunty the local divifion called the 
hundred, the nature of which is not known with certainty. In 
the "Dialogus de Scaccario," it is faid that a hundred "ear 
hydarum aliquot centenariis, fed non detertninatis conftat ; quidam 
enim ex pluribus^ quidam ex paucioribus conftat." Some accounts 
make it confid of precifely a hundred hides ; others, of a hundred 
tithings, or of a hundred free families. (See Stubbs, p. 67.) 

Hundred-fe6ia, the performance of fuit and fervice at the hundred 
court. 

Hundred'fetena, dwellers or inhabitants of a hundred. 

Hundred-lagby or Hundred-taw, a hundred-court. 

Hundred-penny, the hundredfeb, or tax colle<5led by the flieriff or 
lord of a hundred. 

Hundredes earldor, Hundredes man [aldermannua bundredi"], the 
prefiding officer in the hundred-court. 

Hujling, the court of a borough held in a houfe ; bus, a houfe ; 
thing, an ai^embly. 

Hutejium et clamor, hue and cry. 

Hyda, a meafure of land. See Hide. 

Hydagium, a tax impofed at fo much a hide. 

Hynden, an ai^ociation of ten men in a frith-gild, 

Imbreviare, to regifler. 

Imbrochiare, to tap a barrel. 

Impecbiare, to impeach. 

Impetrare, to obtain by application. 

Implacitare, to bring an a<5lion againfl. 

Improperare, to reproach, to abufe. 

Impruiare, to improve land. 

Incaufium, or Encaufium, ink. 

Infangenthef, a privilege of lords of certain manors to judge any 

thief taken within their fee. 
Infeodare, to enfeof 
Inplicare, to expend. 
Injlauramentum, the flocking of a farm. 
Injlaurare, to flock a farm. 
Interciare, to demand warranty of a perfon in whofe hands flolen 

property is found. 
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Intrin/ecus, a citizen. 

Invadiare, to pledge or mortgage lands. 

Invenirej to furnifli. 

Irrotulare, to enrol. 

Ja6livus, tofted away. 

Jampnum, furze or ground where furze grows. 

Jeman, a yeoman. 

Jocalia, jewels, paraphernalia. 

Joncaria, land where ruflies grow. 

Jubar, a funbeam. 

Judicium, Juifa, the ordeal. 

Jurata, a jury. 

Jumedum, a day's travelling. 

Jujiitiare, to bring to juftice. 

Kaia, a quay or wharf. 
Kaiagium, a wharfage due. 
Kerhere, a cuftomary cart- way. 
KernellatuSj fortified or embattled. 
Kidellus, a dam or open weir in a river. 
Kyfta or Kyjle, a cheft or coffin. 

Labina, watery land. 

Lacerta, a fathom. 

Lacuna, a ditch or dyke, a blank in a writing. 

LoBdoricB, maledi<5lions. 

Laga, law. 

Lagan, a right which the chief lord of the fee had to take goods 

caft on fhore by the violence of the fea. 
Lagemannus, a perfon pof^ef^ing jurifdi<5lion or qualified to 

exercife it. 
Lagena, a gallon. 
Laia, a roadway in a wood. 
Lair-mte, a fine for adultery or fornication. 
Lanarius, a woolmonger. 
Landa, a field cleared from wood. 
Landefricus, di landlord. 
Lanutus, woolly. 
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Lardariutn, a larder. 

Laftum, a lad. 

Legalis homo, a perfon who (lands re6ius in curia^ neither outlawed, 

excommunicated, nor infamous. 
Legatunty a legacy or devife. 
Leodf the people, nation, country, &c. 

LeporariuSj a harrier ; leporium, a place where hares are kept. 
Leftagiutn, a duty laid on the cargo of a fliip. 
Lefwes or Le/ues, paftures. 

LeucCy a meafure of 1,500 paces ; later, a league. 
Leue, a compulfory gift to the magiftrate. 
Leugata, territory furrounding a town at the radius of a leuca. 
Lex judicialisy the ordeal. 
Liber tapis, freeftone* 
Libra pen/a, a pound of money by weight. 
Librata, an edate in land worth a pound a year. 
Ligantia, allegiance* 
Ligius, liege ; tigius dominus, the lord to whom the oath of fealty 

was taken contra omnes homines without exception. 
Lignagium, a right of cutting fuel in woods. 
Lintheamen, a towel. 
Lineatus, lined. 

Lijla, the felvage or liding of cloth, 
Loquela, a legal claim. 
Lorema, a horfe's bit. 
Lorica, a coat of mail as worn by a knight ; hence the knightly 

tenure. 
Lorinarius, a maker of horfes' bits. 
Lot, a contribution or duty. 
Luceus, a pike or luce. 
Luti appojitor, a mud-layer. 

Ma6iator, a murderer. 

MfBg'burgh, kindred, family. 

McBg'bot, compenfation for homicide paid by the perpetrator to 

the family of the flain. 
M(Bre, famous, great, noted ; (Btmere, all famous. 
Major, a perfon of full age ; the mayor of a community.. 
Malandrinus, a thief or pirate. 
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Malatollia, the unjud cuftom on wool, the evil tax. 

Managium, a manfion-houfe or dwelling-place. 

Manbote^ a compenfation or recompenfe for homicide, particularly 

due to the lord for killing his man or vaf^al, the amount of which 

was regulated by that of the wer, 
Manca, Mancus, or Mancufa, a fquare piece of gold coin, commonly 

valued at thirty pence. 
Maneries, manner, fort. 
Manerium^ a manor. 
Mango, a monger or retailer. 
Mangonare, to buy in a market- 

MannopuSj goods taken in the hands of an apprehended thief 
Man/a or Manfum, a manfion or houfe. 
Manfer, a baflard. 
Manucaption furety. 
Manung, or Monung, the diftricft within the jurifdicftion of a reeve, 

apparently fo called from his power to exercife therein one of his 

chief functions, viz. to exa<ft (amanian) all fines. 
Manu opera, cattle or implements of hufbandry ; alfo ftolen goods 

taken from a thief caught in the fa<5l. 
Manuoperarius, a handicraftfman. 
Manupajlus, a domeftic, 
Manutenere, to maintain. 
Manutergium, a towel. 
Marca, a mark ; the mark of filver was 1 35. 4c?. ; the mark of gold, 

fix pounds fterling. 
Marettum, marfhy ground overflowed by the fea or great rivers, 
Marifcus, a marfhy ground. 

Maritagium, the portion which is given with a daughter in mar- 
riage ; alfo the power which the lord or guardian in chivalry had 

of difpofing of his infant ward in matrimony. 
Maritare, to marry, 
Marlera, a marl -pit. 
Mafagium, a mef^uage. 
Mafera, a cup. 
Majlivus, a mafliff. 
Mafura, the ruins of a building. 
Matertera, an aunt by the mother. 
Mearc, a border, margin, land-mark. 
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Mederia, a houfe where mead was made. 

Med'fceaty a bribe, hufli-money. 

Mediatus, mefne. 

Megarus, a mackerel. 

Merannufitj timbers ; wood for building. 

MercatCj the quantity of land worth a mark (13s. 4^.) a year. 

Mercbet, the fum paid by a villein to his lord for leave to give his 
daughter in marriage. 

Mercia, an amercement. 

Meffina, harveft. 

Mefiera^ a trade or myftery. 

Methel, speech. Matblian, to fpeak. 

Millarium, a fum of a thoufand. 

Minator, a miner. Minator carucce, a ploughman. 

Mifa, provifionary articles, terms propofed. 

Mifericordia, mercy, a mul<5l at difcretion. 

Mijkenning, a wrongful citation. 

Mijla, outlay, expenditure ; generally written mi/a, 

Mi/laticus, a meftenger. 

Modiatio, a certain duty paid for every tierce of wine. 

Molendinum, a mill. 

Monetagium or Moneyage, called alfo focagium, a certain tribute 
formerly paid by tenants to their lord every third year, that he 
fhould not change the money which he had coined, when it was 
lawful for certain great men to coin money, but not of filver and 
gold, in their territories. Abrogated by Henry I. 

MonetariuSj a perfon empowered to coin. 

Mora, a moor. 

Morofus, marfhy. 

Morus, a haddock. 

Mulecius, a mullet. 

Mulneda, a place to build a water-mill. 

Multo, a wether flieep. 

MulvelluSy a melwel or green fifti. 

Muratus, walled. Muragium, money paid to keep walls in repair. 

Murdrum, the fecret killing of another; alfo the amerciament to 
which the vill wherein it was committed, or, if that were too poor, 
the whole hundred was liable. 

Mujla, a moft or marfh ground. 
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Namiarej to diftrain. 

Namium, a diftreft or feizure. 

Nafellus, a fmall veftel. 

NativuSj a fervant bom. 

Neggildare, to claim kindred. 

Neife, a woman born in villenage. 

Niderlingj Nidering, or Niihing, a vile, bafe perfon. 

Nocumentum, a nuifance. 

Nonagium^ a ninth part of movables paid to the clergy on the 

death of perfons in their parifli, and claimed on pretence of being 

diftributed to pious purpofes. 
Nonfe6ia, nonfuit. 
Nothus, a baftard* 

Novate, land newly ploughed and converted into tillage. 
Nummata terras, an acre of land. 
NundincBy a fair. Nundinarius, having a fair. 
Nurus, a daughter-in-law. 

Obedientiarius, a monadic officer. 

Oblata terras, half an acre, or, as fome fay, half a perch of land. 

Oholus, one halfpenny. 

Occajio, a tribute which the lord impofed on his vaftals for his necef- 

fity ; hindrance, moleftation. 
Occajionare, to moled, to fpoil. 
On-hlote, the (hare of taxation apportioned to the individual member 

of a community. 
Opponere^ to fubfcribe. 

Ora, a coin, valued at 16 pence, and fometimes at 20 pence. 
Orfgild, a delivery or reftitution of cattle. Lambarde fays it is a 

reftitution made by the hundred or county for any wrong done 

by one who was in pledge, or rather, a penalty for taking away 

cattle. 
Orgild, without recompenfe ; as where no fatisfaction was to be 

made for the death of a man killed, fo that he was judged lawfully 

flain. 
Ortetlij the claws of a dog's foot. 
Orwige, fine wita, without war or feud, fuch fecurity being provided 

by the laws for homicides, under certain circumftances, againft 

the fcehth, or deadly feud, on the part of the family of the flain. 
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Ofienjio^ a tax paid by merchants for leave to expofe their goods for 

fale in markets. 
OJlentatus, a mufter or parade. 
Outfangthef^ a liberty or privilege, in the ancient common law, 

whereby a lord was enabled to call any man dwelling in his 

manor, and taken for felony in another place out of his fee, to 

judgment in his own court. 
Overhemijlay Oferhymes, difobedience ; contempt of court. 
Overfamejla, a forfeiture for negle<ft in not purfuing a malefa<ftor. 
Oxfild^ a reftitution made by a hundred or county for any wrong 

done by one that was within the fame. 
Oxgate or Oxgang, fifteen acres of land. 

Paagium, a toll for paf^age through another's land. 

Pacare, to pay. Pacatio, payment. 

Paiare, to pay. 

Paijloj a liberty for hogs to run in woods to feed upon mad. 

Palacium, a palifade. 

Palagium, a duty to lords of manors for exporting or importing 

veftels of wine at any of their ports. 
Pancratiatus, puniflied, tormented. 
Panduator, a brewer. 
Panerius, a bread bafket. 
Panetria, a pantry. 
Pannagium, the licenfe granted to feed fwine in the lord's woods, alfo 

the money paid for fuch licenfe. 
Pannus radiatus, ftriped cloth. 
Paraciuntj the tenure between parceners, viz., that which the 

youngeft owes to the eldeft without homage or fervice, 
Parochianus, a pariftiioner. 
Pq/lagium, a voyage ; a tax upon paftengers. 
Pajlagium regis, a voyage to the Holy Land made by the kings of 

England in perfon. 
Pajlitiunt, pafture land. 
Patena, a paten. 
Patrinus, a godfather. 
Patruelis, a coufin german by the father's fide ; the fon or daughter 

of a father's brother. 
Patruus, an uncle by the father's fide, a father's brother. 
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Patruus magnus, a grandfather's brother, grand-uncle. 

Patruus major, a great-grandfather's brother. 

Patruus maximus, a great-grandfather's father's brother. 

Paviare, to pave. 

Pecia, a piece. 

Pecunia, properly money, but anciently cattle, and fometimes other 

goods as well as money. 
Pedagiuntj a toll for having a way through the royal foreft, to the 

alarm of the venifon there. 
Pedones, foot foldiers. 
Pelliparius, a fkinner. 
Pellota, the ball of a foot. 
Percu/lura, coining. 
Perire, to fail in the ordeal. 

Perquirere, to acquire, purchafe, feek, or contrive. 
Perfona, a beneficed clergyman. 
Pertica, a perch, a meafure of land. 
Pefagiuntj a duty paid for weighing commodities. 
Pheliparius, a dealer in old clothes and furniture. 
Pilatus, a bolt for (hooting. 
Pilleus, a cap. 

Piper arii, dealers in fpices ; grocers. 
Placitare, to plead. 
Placius, a plaice. 
Plebania, a mother church. 
Plebanus, a rural dean. 
Plegiunty or Plevina, a furety. 
Plumerus, a plover. 
Pomilio, a fruiterer. 
PoletariuSy a poulterer. 
Pontagium, a bridge-toll. 
Portatus, behaviour, carriage. 

Portreeve, the chief magiftrate of a port or mercantile town. 
Port/oka, the jurifdi<$lion of a portreeve. 
Potellus, a pottle, two quarts. 
Poudratus, powdered with fait. 
PrcBconarius, belonging to a crier. 
Prcedicatio, a fermon. 
Prcemunire, to forewarn. 
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PrcBpoJitus, an officer next in authority to the alderman of a hun- 
dred, called /)r(Epq/i^w5 regius; or a (leward or bailiff of an eftate. 

Prebenda or Probanda, provifions, provender. 

Prindere, to take. 

Prifa, an exaction. 

Prifo, a prifoner taken in war ; a prifon. 

Proamita, a great paternal aunt, the fifter of one's grandfather. 

Proamita magna, a great great aunt. 

Proavia, a great grandmother. 

Proavunculus, a great great uncle, 

Proavus, a great grandfather. 

Probator, an examiner, king's evidence. 

Prolongate, to remove, to difpofteft by delaying feifin, 

Proluxus, lengthened, tedious. 

Promatertera, a great maternal aunt ; the lifter of one's grand- 
mother. 

Pronepos, a great grandfon. 

Pronurus, the wife of a great grandfon, 

Propiare, to approach. 

Protojujlitiarius, the Chief Juftice, 

Pulcinus, a chicken. 

Purpreflura, an encroachment. 

Quarentena terrce, a furlong. 

Qua/lare, to quafh. 

Quietancia, Quietatio, an acquaintance. 

Quietare, to acquit, difcharge, or fave harmleft. 

Quietum-clamare, to quit claim, or renounce all pretenfions of 

right and title. 
Quindena or Quinzaine, a day over a fortnight, 

Rachetum, a compenfation or redemption of a thief. 

Raglorius, a fteward. 

Ran, open or public theft. 

Recantum, a counter-tally. 

Recepta, receipt. 

Receptus, an arbitrator. 

Recidivare, to relapfe. 
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Recognition an inqueft by oath of twielve men under the fyftem of 

affize ; a declaratory ftatement of the law. 
Re6iare, to accufe. 
Redditarius, a renter. 
Redimere, to redeem. 
RefarCy to take away, rob. 
RegratariuSy a retailer who buys goods in order to fell them again 

at a higher price. 
ReguardoVy a perfon acting as vifitor in a reguard. 
Reguardum foreJlcB, a vifitation of the forefts. 
Regularise living in obedience to monadic rule. 
Rehabere, to recover pof^eflion. 
Reif, robbery. 

Relevare, to relieve, to take up an inheritance by payment of relief. 
Relevium, the relief, the money paid by the incoming heir for 

admifHon to his inheritance. 
Remandare, to fend back. 

Rememorare, to regard, or to place in the agenda of Parliament. 
Replegiare, to redeem a thing detained by another by giving 

fureties. 
Refer are, to interpret, reveal. 
RefpeSius, refpite. 
Retonfor, a clipper of coin. 
Rettare, to accufe. Rettum, an accufation. 
Revelach, theft. 

Rifflare, to take away anything by force. 
Riparia, a river, or water running between banks. 
Riveare, to have the liberty of a river for fifhing and fowling. 
Roberia, robbery. 
Rochus, a roach. 
Rogus, a funeral pile. 
RombuSj a fturgeon. 
RoSj a kind of ruflies. 
Rumphea, a javelin or dart. 
Runcaria, land full of braifibles and briars. 
Runcinus, a horfe. 

Ruptarii or Ruttarii, foldiers, or rather robbers. 
Ruptura, arable land, or ground broken up. 
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Sabbulonarium, a gravel pit ; liberty to dig gravel or fand ; money 

paid for the fame. 
Sac a, Sacha, jurifdi(^on in matters of difpute. 
Sacaburth, Sacabere, Sakabere, he that is robbed, or by theft 

deprived of his money or goods, and puts in furety to profecote 

the felon with frefh fuit. 
Scemend, an umpire, arbitrator. 
Sagibaro, Sachbaro, a judge. 
Sagmen, fat or lard. 
Saio, a tipftaff or fergeant-at-arms. 
Saijiare, Saijire, to feize, to take pof^effion of. 
Saijina, poi^eflion. 
Sal/arium, a faltcellar. 
Saltus, a high thick wood or foreft. 
Salvagius, wild. 

Sarculatura una, a tenant's fervice of one year's weeding for his lord. 
Sarkellus, an unlawful net for deftroying fifti. 
Saver default, to excufe. 
Scaccarium, the Exchequer. 
Scacci, the game of cheft. 

Sealant, fcale ; the old way of paying money into the Exchequer. 
Seannum, a bench. 
Seavage, Sehevage, Schewage, or Skewage, a kind of toll or cuftom 

exadled by mayors, fheriffs, &c., of merchant (Ir angers, for wares 

fhowed or offered for fale within their liberties. 
Seavaidus, the officer who collected the fcavage money. 
Seeithman, a pirate or thief. 
Schaffa, a fheaf. 
Schar-penny, Scharn-penny, or Sehom-penny, a fmall duty or com- 

penfation. 
Schetes, ufury. 

Schilla, a little bell ufed in monafteries. 
Schira, Seira, a fhire. 
Schirereva, a fherifF; the king's reprefentative in the fhire as the 

prcepojitus or gerefa was in the townfhip. 
Schot, a tax generally. 

Scir-gemot, Scyres-gemot, meeting of the fhire ; county court. 
Scirman, the headman of the fhire. 
Scoihala, Scottesjhale, an extortionate practice by officers of the forefl 
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who kept ale-houfes, and compelled the people to drink at their 

houfes for fear of their difpleafure. 
Scrinium^ a fhrine. 

SeSla, fuit, attendance in court ; purfuit of the hue and cry. 
Se6lator, a fuitor. 
Seedlipy a meafure of wheat. 
Seijina, pofteffion of land. 
Seijire, to feize. 

Selda, a fhop or ftall in the market, a wood of willows, a faw pit. 
Sellarius, a faddler. 
Semoliniy feparately. 

Senefcallus, a fteward ; alfo one who has the difpenfing of juftice. 
Seneucia, widowhood. 
Septimana, a week. 
Septum, an enclofure. 
Sepultura, burial fees. 
Sergantiay Sergantifa, Sergenteria, fergeanty ; a fervice anciently 

due to the Crown for lands held of it, and which could not be 

due to any other lord. It was divided into grand and petit 
Sermocinari, to preach. 
ServienSy a fergeant. 
Sextarius, a meafure of four gallons. 
Sica, a ditch. 
Sigla, a fail. 

Silva ccedua, wood under twenty years' growth. 
Singlaris, a wild boar. 

Sithcundman, the high conftable of a hundred. 
Sithejlocna, the jurifdicftion of a gejith, any private franchife. 
Slippa, a (lirrup. 
Soca, Socca, Socna, Soka, Soken, a liberty, privilege, or franchife, 

granted by the king to a fubje<ft ; alfo the area within which that 

franchife is exercifed. 
Socagium, Sokagium, a tenure by any certain or determinate 

fervices. 
Sochemannus, a ceorl, a free landowner not noble. 
Socotne, a cuftom of grinding corn at the lord's mill. 
Solanda, a certain quantity of ploughed land. 
SolidariuSy a paid foldier. 
Solidatay the quantity of land worth a (hilling a year. 
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Solidus, a fhilling-weight of filver. 

Sollagium, an impoft claimed by the lord of the foil by way of 

ground rent. 
Sothfaga, hiftory, true teftimony. 
Sotilaris, a fhoe. 
SpadariuSy a fword-bearer. 
Spemarius^ a fparrow-hawk. 
Sportula, a dole either of meat or money given by great men to 

the poor. 
Stabilitio venationis, the driving deer to a (land. 
Stadium^ a furlong. 
Stagirius, a refident. 

Stallagium, payment for having a (lall in the market. 
Staurare, to (lock a farm. 
Sterbreche, the ob(lru<$ling of a way. 
Stiremannus, a pilot or (leerfman. 

Strata, (Ireet. Strator, furveyor of the highways, alfo a ftirrup-holder. 
Suanimotum, the court of the freemen in the foreft. 
Submonire, to fummon. 
Subnervare, to hamdring. 
Suburbani, hu(bandmen. 
Sufferentia, a truce. 
Sullery, a plough land. 
Sumagium, a burden. 
Summagium, a team of beads of burden. 
Summarius, a fumpter horfe ; a bead of burden. 
Summonitio, a fummons. 

Tabularius, a notary. 

Tachiamentuniy an arred. 

TaUagium, Tailagium, a tax ; fpecially a talliage, an aid demandable 

of demefne lands at the will of the lord. 
TaUia, Talea, or Taleola, a tally, a dick cut into two parts, on each 

whereof is marked, with notches or otherwife, what is due between 

debtor and creditor. It was the ancient mode of keeping accounts ; 

one part was held by the creditor and the other by the debtor. 

The ufe of tallies in the Exchequer was abolifhed by 23 George 

III. c. 82, and the old tallies were ordered to be dedroyed by 

4 & 5 William IV. c. 1 5. 
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Tallia, commons in meat and drink. 

Tannator, a tanner. 

Tax are, to fix. 

Team, Theatn, Them, Theim, the right of compelling the perfon in 
whofe hands ftolen or loft property was found to vouch to war- 
ranty, that is, to name the perfon from whom he received it. 

Tegula, a tile or brick. Tegtdarius, a bricklayer. 

TelariuSf a weaver. 

Teneded, or Tienheofed, a dean. 

Tenementum, a holding an eftate held feudally. 

Tenmannetale, the number of ten men, called a decennary; ten 
decennaries made what we call a hundred. Alfo, a duty or tribute 
paid to the Crown, conlifting of two {hillings for each ploughland. 

Tenferia, a tax. 

Tenura, the mode of holding an eftate feudally ; the holding itfelf 

Terra, arable land. 

Terra affirmata, land let to farm. 

Terra bofcalis, woody land. 

Terra culta, cultivated land. 

Terra debilis, weak or barren land. 

Terra dominica, or Indominicata, the demefne land of a manor. 

Terra excultabilis, land which may be ploughed. 

Terra frufca, or f rife a, frefh land, not lately ploughed. 

Terra hydala, land fubje(5l to the payment of hydage. 

Terra lucrabilis, land gained from the fea or enclofed out of a wafte. 

Terra nova, land newly converted from wood ground to arable. 

Terra putura, land in forefts held by the tenure of furnifhing food 
to the keepers therein. 

Terra fabulofa, gravelly or fandy ground. 

Terra tejlamentalis, gavelkind land. 

Terra vejlita, land fown with corn. 

Terra wainabilis, tillable land. 

Terrarius, a landholder. 

Tejlimonium, character, atteftation. 

Thegn, Thaynus, a thane ; originally a fervant ; then a perfon who 
became noble by fervice of a fuperior ; the thane before the Con- 
queft occupied nearly the fame pofition focially as the knight did 
after it. 

Thelonium, Theoloneum, Tol, Thol, toll. 
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Theoden, an under-thane. 

Theofj offenders who joined in a body of feven to commit robbery ; 
theof'gyld, money paid in compenfation for robbery. 

Thing, an af^embly. 

Timbre, a bundle of (kins. 

Tithing, Tethinga, the number or company of ten men, with their 
families, knit together in a fociety, all of them being bound to the 
king for their peaceable and good behaviour, the chief of whom 
was the tithing-man (toothing-man). 

Tolnetum, a toll. 

Tolta, a tax. 

ToneUus, a tun of liquor. 

Torra, a mount or hill. 

Tremellum, a granary. 

Treftomare, to turn another way. 

Trethingius, the third part of a fhire or province ; a riding. 

Tritavia, a great grandmother's great grandmother ; the female 
afcendant in the 6th degree. 

Tritavus, a great grandfather's great grandfather ; the male afcen- 
dant in the 6th degree. 

Treuga, a truce. 

Trona, a balance or beam. 

Tronage, a toll for weighing wool. Tronator, a weigher of wool. 

Tungrevius, the bailiff of a townfhip. 

Turbo, a turbot. 

Tumus, the periodical court of the fheriff. 

Twelfhindi, the higheft rank of Englifhmen, and who were valued 
at 1,200s. If any injury were done to fuch perfons, fatisfa<Slion 
was to be made according to their worth. 

Twyhindi, the lower order of Englifhmen, valued at 200s. in the fcale 

of pecuniary muldls inflidled for crimes. 
Tyhjlan, an accufation. 
Tyhtbyfig, of bad reputation. 
Tylwith, a tribe, houfe, or family. 

Ulna ferrea, the (landard ell of iron kept in the Exchequer for the 

rule of meafure. 
Uncuth, unknown. 
Unfrid, one who has neither peace nor quiet. 
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Ungeld, an outlaw. 
Unlage, an unjuft law. 
UJiilamentutn, a loom. 
Utlagare, to outlaw. 
Utlaghe, an outlaw. 

Vadiare, to give fecurity for. 

Vadium, a pledge or furety. 

Vadlet, the king's eldeft fon. 

VaivuSy a waif, a vagabond. 

Valentia, the value of anything. 

Varium^ a kind of fur. 

Vajlum, wafte. 

Vavajlor, an inferior baron ; one who himfelf holding of a fuperior 

lord, has others holding under him. 
Venatio, privilege of hunting venifon ; venifon. 
Venella, a lane. 
VerediSium, verdidl. 
Vefpilio, a thief. 

VicecomeSy a fheriff, literally a " vice-count" or " vice-earl." 
Vielltty a fiddle. 
Vigena, a fcore. 

Villanus, a villein; one who held by a bafe fervice. 
Vitlata, a townfhip. 
Virga, a rod or enfign of office. 
Viridarius, a verderer. 

Viridis, the privilege of ufing the wood in the foreft. 
Vifnetum, a neighbourhood. 
Vitelarius, a vi(5lualler. 

Vivarium, a fifh pond ; a place where living creatures are kept. 
Volatilia, game. 

Wapentachium, a fubdivifion of the riding. 

Warantizare, to authorize, to guarantee. 

Warda, pupilage ; wardship ; the cuftody of a tower or caftle which 

the inhabitants were bound to keep at their own charge. 
Warde-mota, meeting of the ward in a corporate town. 
Warenna, a warren. 
Wamijlura, garnifhing. 
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Waynagium, implements of huibandry. 

Wed^ a covenant or agreement. 

Wer, a pecuniary compenfation for an injury. 

Werelada, a purging from a crime by the oaths of feveral perfbns, 
according to the degree and quality of the accufed. 

Wergild, IVeregild, Weregildum [fr. wer, man, and geld, fatisfa<5lion], 
the price of homicide or other enormous offences, paid partly to 
the Crown for the loft of a fubje<ft, partly to the lord whofe vaf^l 
he was, and partly to the party injured or the next of kin of the 
party {lain. This is the earlieft award of damages in our law. 

Werra, war. 

We/da, woad. 

Witan, wife men. 

Wit€j a punifhment, pain, penalty, muldl, or criminal fine. The 
Wife was a penalty paid to the Crown by a murderer. The 
wer was the fine a murderer had to pay to the family or relatives 
of the deceafed, and the wite was the fine paid to the magiftrate 
who prefided over the diflricft where the murder was perpetrated. 
Thus the wite was the fatisfa<$lion to be rendered to the com- 
munity for the public wrong which had been committed, as the 
wer was to the family for their private injury. 

Witena- gemot, or Wittena- gemote [fr. witta. Sax. a wife man, and 
gemot, a fynod or council, a convention or general aftembly of 
wife men, to advife and affifl the fovereig^. 

Wong, a field. 
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By the fame Author. 
THE LIFE AND TIMES OF ALGERNON SYDNEY. 

Two Volumes. 

We welcome this biography as the means of making an illuflrious 
Englifhman better known to modern readers, and becaufe it will bring the 
noble letters and other writings within eafier reach of a great mafs of people 
who think and talk much of politics. . . Mr. Ewald has ably defended 
the illuflrious patriot againfl a calumny which has been adopted by Macaulay, 
and even by Hallam . . . The defence againfl the Barillon calumny is 
triumphantly conclufive. — Athenaum. 

Sydney's prefent biographer, difcriminating between Sydney's defence 
and Sydney's caufe with flraightforward earneflnefs, is at his befl when the 
fubjeft rifes to its height . . . The mofl ufeful part of his book is, 
perhaps, its concluding chapter, which contains an excellent fummary. 
Precifely the kind of work by which a biographer is likely to earn the befl 
thanks of the reader whom he fhould mofl defire-^of Sydney's " Difcourfes 
on Government." — Saturday Re'vieiv, 

We miifl congratulate the author upon the really valuable additions 
which he has made to our hitherto imperfeft materials for eflimating the 
chara6ler of this remarkable man ... A thoroughly interefling and 
readable biography. — Jo/in Bull, 



THE CROWN AND ITS ADVISERS; OR QUEEN, 
MINISTERS, LORDS AND COMMONS. 

FOUR POLITICAL LECTURES. 

One Volume, 

We congratulate Mr. Ewald on the pofTeffion of a popular flyle and a 
clear method . . . Everything he fays connefted with the ufages of 
Parliament is found, and calculated to be very ufeful to the audiences to 
whom they were addreffed. — Pall Mall Gazette, 

THE LAST CENTURY OF UNIVERSAL HISTORY, 

J 767-1867. 

One Volume, 

Fulnefs, accuracy, and convenient arrangement are the qualities to be 
defired in a work of this kind, and they are found here in ample meafure 
. . . Of great fervice to thofe who require to be well informed with 
regard to modern hiflory and politics. — Athenaum, 

A mofl valuable work of reference . . . The plan on which the 
work is conceived is excellent . . . The notes to the principal occur- 
rences are for the mofl part executed with very great judgment and ability 
. . . This book is a remarkable inflance or the power of condenfing 
hiflorical information into the fmallefl poffible compafs without lofing clear- 
nefs and accuracy of outline or omitting any details that are neceffary to 
comprehend it fully ... A perfe6l compendium of the hiflory of the 
world during the lafl century. — Guardian, 
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